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suezested the foree of law, or even enter-
tain the propriety of so duing, and, as Mr.
Blake observed, the discussion of the gues-
tion is simply adjourned for cight or ten
months.

"There was, however, u very interesting
and animated debate on the subject, in the
course of which we notice that severai
members, supporters of the government,
distinctly declared that they did not hold
themselves committed to the discontinuance
of the grants, aud from the tone of which

ance to the colleges to be more hopeful than
was the obtaining of the preseut grants
four months ago. Qurown estiwate of the
character and tendency of the debate is
very fully expressed in the following pura-
graphs from a contemporary, evidently well
informed on the subject :—

In respect of the continuance of the grants »
very strong case was made out. The present
system of allotment was very generally and
jusily found fault with, but the claims of the
Colleges to some recognition by the State were
urgently pressed. Asusual in deliberative asz-
semblies, there were those who kept to the point
and there were those who wandered away from
it to indulge in vague generalities.
former class we cannot but think that the friends
of the Colleges had the best of it The reports
in our vpiion unwistakably =how thai they had
the weight of statistics, facts, and arguments
an their sisde.
of work done and the economenl rate at which

't i3 done, the institution of Toronto Umiversity |

; .7+ wtionson fuir and ressopable terms.
we judge the prospect of permaneunt assist- .
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only fountain of literary honour and profession-
al distinction, while Mr. Clarke of South Gren-
ville sketched, almost to perfection, the desider-
atum necessary to complete, in all its grades,
the existing system of public instruction.

With regard to the first of these suggestions,
it i3 & consummattivn most devoutly to be wish-
ed. With regard to second and third, it is use-
less to invite the other Universities to surrend-
er their privileges to the Toronto University, so
long asit has a close and local connection with
University College, and so long as its members,
against their own interests we believe, show
no disposition to accommudaite the sister insti-
With re-
gard to the fourth. it is fundamentally essential
to 1 sctilement ot the yuesuon. With a Uni-
versiiy of Untatio, knowwng no single Coilege

" more than anutber, but having all t.e Colleges

a3 teaching Corporations allilinied w it, auvd
conferring degrees upan the students, educated

: at these Colleges, after an impartial examination

of their attainments, most ot the existing anowm-
alies and difficulties would disuppear.

Vur idea is this—let us have the Universin
of Ontario; letits membership consist of men
who shall have. or at least the majority of
whom shall have. no connection with any of
the teaching Colleges ; let them have the power
of issuing examunation papers and appointing
examiners for the various Colleges afhliated to
it, on the same principle az the University of

" London does its work, for i< thirty or forty

Of the |

* entitled to obtaia degrees.

Colleges thronghout Eogluand. and let thiz
body alone determine, according to the value
of the papers received, what students may be
Let the terms of

" affiliation binding the Colleges tu the Provincial

In respect of both the amount !
* ag that none of them shall have any gnod reason

t¢ which the governwent propuses to coafine |

n3 patronage, and to patronize so fully that

it shall continue 10 be entirely independent of °

private liberality—not the most healthy con-
tition—was shown to be a long distance be-
hind. Speakers on both sides of «the question
conlined their attention too muchk to numbers.
By long lists of graduates and students oue may
prove much or little, a good case or a bad one,
according to circumstances. Perbaps the mis-
take is pardonable for once, but when the
question comes up again, we hopt members
will give some consideratica to the regulations,
and practices at different institutions with res-
pect 1o attendance, work and examinations.
Again, it is exceedingly important to notice
*hat the discussion was pot circumscribed or
dwarfed by an exclusive attention to the pecu-
niary aspect of the questions but that it extend-
ed also to the educational features of it. The
desire for 2 common curriculum aod a single
standard of examination for degrees was very
generally expressed. The existence of so many
degrec-granting institutions as we have in this
Province was loudly complained of. Some
speakers hoped that the Colleges would come
to an agreement, whereby the present nominal
afilintion to Toronto University would become
a reality - others advocated the institution ofa
liniversity of Ontario to be entirely independent
of every teach.ag corporation and to be the

3

" expedient.

University be arranged on principles o liberal

for keeping aloof; and whatever the terms be,
let conformity to them be a condition of State
aid. We sec no insuperable obstacles to a
schemse like this, and, once in operation, the
eood Province of Ontario will take its place, in
respect to its facilities 1or education. with any

; country the world.

We support the continuance of the preseat
syvstem only in the hope that it isa temporary
Better this than nothing. It is
manifestly unjust to longstanding iastitutions

, which are doing the bulk of the work conmect-
_ed with an important public service, that they
' should be utterly proscribed so far as regards
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government assistance. But we hope thata
better system will soon be inaugurated, and we
have yet to learn that the subsidized colleges
are opposed to the introduction of such a sys-
tern.  Those which, during the discusson at
Toronto, were most frequently aad applauding-
ly referred to, years ago committed themselves
to an affiliation scheme.”

-— _— —— -

The conviction .appears to be gaining
ground in the Canada Presbyterian Chureh,
that the right of using musical instraments
in public worship, mustbe conceded to con-
gregations desirous of employing their aid.
So far a3 we bave seen the debates reported
Jately, the ground now taken appears to be



