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Portry.
PAPAL ROME.

<& hundred vears of Ueatlfic life

B.odled, Lutber's fiving soul hath tireathed,

o the Jast thunder-bolt of iruth he huel'd

4 band, Liow feasless ! at the heart of Rome.
we, I that world where ransum'd minds repore,
pricsis, sud prophets, and the kings of faith
k gatker'd into glury, and awaft

g lifo birst which shall rouse the dead,
B mouk of \Wittemberg hits Master sces
worships, walting for his destined crown.
Lith the world Srom sacerdulal chaing

be yaferec’d T Ls qur (alth thie (rce

/ xre, and prompled by the Spirit's love
~idance, soul and spring of saving truth,

b of all churchies, and thic Bible's Lord ¢

B we siumbier : and & carnal rest

srouad us fets tho ckain of Rome

s dark coll, with most consummate exso
wchood. Bloated with our self-estectn,
woplied with inteliscteal mighe,

1o Zion 278 we: while aFod

elése, crazon-cyed,and onappessed,

Mg} 52 ever. watcles for the prey,

g weakness for tler fang prepares.

eant s Luther, with & dreadlese valce

aar modern antichrist, and facs

a, with &l fts vail'd arrny

2ali'd doctriaes or of muster'd lles.

bt wo bare thio hicart of hlushless Rome,

¢ brare England's execrating voice

Bt tie priesthood to hier dens recoil’'d :
 pape, aad popery, with a paley amit,

Yy seriptuse, would for ever shriak

ard 2loom 10 cousents, and 10 cells,

by nature, and by freemen barl'd

e from virtae’s nud from reason's throne.

B 1t our protest were s brave and pute,
ts and martyrs seal, in olden time,
beir deep Learts sgalnat tho Man of Sin.
¢t 1a lght from Bames where Ridiey dicd,
P 27 suffcr) lii¢ liamaortal dexih,
eh of Eacland woald her Glat'ry read,
sssbe read, with cye of prayer:
o tizhs ber letbaegy awoke
B.iny, ilke & giant from bLi< <lccp
, back the omish chain would (all
. from tier thinbis of glory dasti'd
t Tten. agein that trampet-cry,
de-tolee magnxnimonsiv bold,
b1 of & mativn’a truthfl.mind
ten exvited, woull once maore b2 heard
pral thunder roand the seven-hitl'd Sest
rist, In pesls of dauntless power,—
ot with Home, 1t Rome make peace wlith God.
. dtee. . AMoutgoryery.
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RELIGION OF THE CHINESE.

Ndezs aro, and always have been, as a na-
8. To thew there aro.gods many.
tional capacity, thers docs not appear over
0 20y recognition of the ono only true
ko, 0a tho contrary, both rulers and people
wnd n 13 stead, at various times and in
s, almost all thoso false gods, or others
which luve Leen and Wro worshipped by

p sticn
lg.hcit_v ol deificd objec's has given rise,
e Chinete, to a_great varicty of religious
eeremouicn, dnd has 1éd {9 tho establish-
pay diverso sccts and creeds.  To cuumo-
exctibe all these,—zods, rites, coremonies,
evecds,~~would: roquire many volomes ;

. -
Kt

wmany pages, aud could hardly foil of being uninter-
esting to tho genera! reader.

If anybody lias leisuro and inclination to pursuo
this subjuet, in all its dack and wisty details, let such
take up thy mythologies of Egypt, Giecee, Rawe,
and otfier ancient pagun nations, and only faney
them to be Chines, and he will have something ve-
ry ltko what has been, or is now extant, among the
millions of tho Middle Kingdom.

The perfect harmany and tho perfeet unity which
run through all the books of both the Old and New
Testnments,—the  productions of many writers of
wany ages,—havo been noticed often as strong ovi-
dence of their high and common origin.  No such
banmony and no such unjty pervade the theolugical
writings of pagau nations.  In these writivs, kow-
ever, you have points of resemblance, proving clear-
ly enough that they hava oll come, not by holy in-
spiration, but by a corrupt spirit, from the heart of
man.

Sowe of the carly JJesnit missionarics are mid fo
have been sorely grieved, on obsaiving the temple
service of the Chineto Budhists, because in it they
xaw their own ceremonies most accurately exhibitod
by * theso bigoted idolaters.”  There is truly a very
claso resemblance to Rowanism in the Budhiem of
China; and well might the Jesuit observe this and
be grieved thereat.  Tosay nothing of internal feel-
ings aud sceret conduct, this resemblance is obsery-
uble in wany things external and public ; to wit, in
their priests, nuas, templos, altars, lighted candles,
dress, processions and inapes.

There are other Chineso seets Lesides the Bud-
hists, which hiave also their yepresentatives in Chris
tendon.  Thero are, among the multitudes of the
Middle Kingdom, atheists, pantheists, and such like,
who no doubt could bo received in goud standing
and fellowship, in religious matters, by various
classes-of free-thinkers in tho Western world.

China has not been, and i3 not now, without her
Stoics, and Cynics, her Phariscos and Sadducees,
her Skeptics, and-MysTics, Materialista and Spiritu-
alists, aud I koow vot how many others.  Idealiam
and Electicism, or their twin sisters, are well known
by Chineso literati.  Hegel, Bayle, and Ewerson,
and men of like genius, if thoroughly vead in Chi-
neso lore, could find their cquals among the latitudi-
narians in this Eopirve.

The orthodox schools, now generally recoguized
by the Chinese, avo three ; the Confucian, the Ra-
tional, and the Budhistic  Tn the Confucian school,
almost all the literati are found. They ave tke men
of China ; and. in matlers of religion, are proud,
self-coneeited, und indifferent.  Tn the school of the
Rationali-ts, are found those who. though making
less pretensions to learning than the Confocianists,
aro cqually xelfsufficient, and in roligion quito as un-
concormned and as fully satisfied with their native
goodness,  The Budhistic echool includes within its
pale, together with a few who are icarned, the great
maxees of the illiterate.  They aro the religionists of
the Jand, and are distiguisied on account of their
devation to religious furw and ceremenios.

While muititudes aro close and exclusive adhor
ents to cach of these threo sects, there ara yet not a
few who, in profes-ion, scem to staud aloof from
them all 3 and yet others there are, and in consider
alile numbers, who o to the ather extreme, aud arc
at once Confucianists, Rationalists, and Budhists.—
The consequence of this is, as wo mnight niturally
suppose, that the Teligion of tho Chinese, is 2 medi-
ley, or & congerica, in which are to he found all sorts
of things nost disdmilar and heterozentons.

Here, in passing, I would have the reader care-

fully noto theso three facts @ tho Chinese are not
without religion, though thoy are, in miatters of weli-
gion. without Knowlede ; and especislly aro they
without any knowledgn of their Creator.
Liko tho Hcbrews, the Chinose have in their lae-
guagp no term that axactly correspands to our word
religion.  Tho three sceta, the Confucianists, the
Rationaliste, and tho Budhiats, which, wo have al-
ready notieed, are called san Kauw, literally the
* Threo Teachings®  San 18 the common numeral
* threa,” and Hdiw meaes (o * teach,’ or * tho things
that aro taught.’ namely, religious doctrines and
dogmas, ot-anysysfem of fmith and pracice reeog-
nizod snid maintained by the poople.

2 klembly foll skete, woald occupy-

venly Lord’s Religion.” Heavenly Jrord is the
jhrase ths Rotanists use to translate our word :God.
Chnstianity as tought Ly Protestants, the Chinese
call Ye-su kiau, i o. the Religion of Jesus.

Now, such as it is, the Chinesy aro not without
religion.  Tho land is full ofit. Ytlas great pew-
er, md is very costly ; making for its support large
dewands on the time and resvurcos of both the Gov-
crnment and the people.  Besides tho thres gréat
orthedox schools,—tho San kiau,—~thoy bave many
heterodox eccts, of which morein, the sequel.

But, to proceed to the second of tho three facts,
there is an essontial differenco between taking things
simply on trust, as the Chincse do in all their roli-
gious matters, and receiving them on gvidenco a8 in-
telligent Christians do in ull that periains to their
system of faith and practice. 1 gay it with all rev-
erence and deep gricf, the Chineso know not what
they worehip. Nor is this all, or even tho worst
feature in their religious character ; for they not o~
ly knew not what they worship, bat they know not
what they believe.

It has been truly remarked of o great logician,
that knowledge implies these threo things : the firm
liclief, on sufficient grounds, of what is true. This
is a lesson which the Chinese have yet to learn, in
rogard to many cssentials; and cspecially in re
to the great essential truth, the existence of an Kter-
ual Creator.

Being thus without knowledgo jn regard to religli-
ous truth, thair religious phrascology is low. It
wants strength, precision, clovation.  Their entiro
iguorance of Jelovah is a great gulf,—a broad and
deop abyss, that soparatza the people of China fur
from the nations of Christendom. Theirs is the ve-

quintessenco of ignorance, binding them down to
their low estate, and laying deap the foundation of
ull sorts of skepticism and falso creeds.

Truth and falsehood, virtue and vice, £in and ho-
liness, heaven and hell, gods and demons,—nay,
even lifo and death, and many other {amiliar terms,
~—when used by such o pagan people, who have no
knowledge in religions matters, ccnvey a senso very
different from, aud vastly inferior to what they do
when employed by the Christian philosopher.  All
these tenms, and many others in the mouth of
pagan, have no such strong ond clcar meaning:
they have in the Christian’s vocabulary.

"Thoss who have been carly and most corefully
cducated in the Holy Scriptures, and whose minds
have been most decply hapressed with the great
facts of revealed truth, best know how far—lhow io-
finitcly far—short of tha reality must bo their high-
est conceptions of the Godhead. For who, by
scarching, can find out the Almighty.

1f thus it is with you, kind reader, with the vol-
ume of inspiration in your hands, what must be the
notions of (‘cily and divine things entertained by the
pagan mind ?

It is scarcely possibie—to mo it scems utterly im-
possible—for theso who from their infancy have been
uurtured under the tenign influchees of our holy re-
ligion, to cunctivo of the deadening effects of pagan-
iy on tho icoral senso of those bom and educated -
under its halefal power. In order adequately to
comprehentl these cffects, one must for a leng time
have opportunity to cheerve the constant workings
of ilolatry. and to mark all its downward tendencies,
darkening tho understanding, blightening the intel-
lect, nmﬁcading away the wholo man into abject
servitude, worse than Egyptian bondage. .
Talk to n pagan Chinese of #in, of sin agamst
G, and hio stares ot you, and is ready to exclatm,
-and to ask, ** What do you mean 7 I am not a mur-
derer ! I am not an incendiary ! T have robbed no
man ! Whero is there any sin in mo ? And, 38 for
God. where is tho God that I have offended?
Tho Emperors, in their state prayers, offered in
scasons of extraordinary distress, when famine and
inundation aro abroad, sometimes sposk of errors
and sins committed in the management of tho State ;
hut to sin against a Holy and Divine Being is ar
idea forcign to all their thoughta. .

Norw the truth is simply this : The pagan Chines:
do2s not know what sin is, inany proper s¢nse of
thutorm. o knows adistinction between qght nfl
wrong, botwoen good and ovil, and what 1618t sin
‘sgainst the State. But if you spoakto Limofsin

L liodgi'mn thay eall Tien o4 Liuy, the "UN-

s grinst Jchovab, or agsinst any holy and divino be-



