Jxsun avid to hus disoiples.
that lam ! .

Swimon Peter answered and said :

Thou art C
tho Son of tha living God. .

Blessed
h causo flesh and bloud

“ And Jesus anss 2ring, smid to hin ¢
thou Simon Bar Joun
uot revealod 1 to
Ao L say To THRE  TULAT THOU ART PRYER;
srutt THIS Ruca | will ouiLo sy Cuunon, aND
4TS OF MELL SHALL N)T PREVAIL AGAINST IT,

Awolsuaun otve 10 THEE tne Kevs or e Kive-

oot oF ueaven. And whniaeevor thou shalt

upou earth, it shall be buund alsoin heaven . and what-
swovot thou shalt luuso un carth shall be lovsed also in

heaven.” S, Matthew xvi. 15—19.

“ draten

Whom do¢ you eay

- bty fathet who is in heaven.

hirist

art
hath

AXND
THE

bind

-

i

any

!

!

“_ .. .

atyled the Roox on which the Churoli was buiit, who

1 recttved the Koys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and the

power of lvasing and binding in Hoaveu and on earth?™
“r

i+ 'There 13 ono Gud, and one Church, and ono Chalr

i} founded by ihe voice of the Lurd veon Peten

Was anvihing concealed from Prrer, who was

ERTULLIAN Prascrip xan.

‘That
other Allar be erected, or a new Prjesthuod esta-

}. blished, besides that une Altar, and ovne Priesthood,
. 1smpuss.blo.  Whasueser gatherselsewhere, scattors
\Whataver is devised by honan trenzy, in violation 6f
the Dhvine Kedinance, 18 adultarous, 1mpiovs, sacnle-
gioms '—St. Cyprian Ep. 43 ad plebem. .

“ All of them remaining silent, for the dactrine wes
beyond the teach of man,” Perer the Prince of thie
Apostles and the supremo herald of the Church, nét
fullowing s own inventiung, nor persuaded by human
reasuamg, but enhightened by tho Father, says re
hitn: Thow art Christ, and not this alone, but l_he Son
i} of the living God.—St. Cyril of Jorusal. Cat. xi. L.
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E"Igmba-r.—

Swerx. 17--Sunday—XIV. afier Pentecost, 1.
Sept. Seven Dolorsof B. V. M. G.
Doub. com. &e.

18—Monday—S Joseph Cupertine C.
Doub. ’ )

19—"Tuesday—S Januarius &e. MM.
Duub

20— Wednesday—S. Agaptius I P. C
Duuh. com. &e. Vig. (Ember Day.)

21—Thuraday—S Mathew A post. and

‘"

L 2]

Evan. Doub Il class.
“  22—_TPriday—S Thomas Villanova B.C.
and Duct Doub com &e.(E Day)
¢ 23—Saturday—S Linus P. M. Doub.
' _ com, &c. (Ember Day )
Covi—

{From the N. York Freeman's Jou-nal.]
BISHOP HUGIIES®' LETTERS
in reply to ** Kirwan.” aha< the Rev. Nicholas
Mutray, D.D , of Elizaiethtown, New Jersey.

LETTER VI.
Dran Sir—

The task wihich Iimposed on myself at the
eommencement af these letters is nestly accom-
plished. I wished to wmvestigate the alleged
1escons which midaced you to forsake the Church
—~—and which forbid your return.  The result 18
befere the publie, aud may be briefly sunmed up.

You will observe that [ have nat pretended o
defond a smgle Catholic docirine from your
eoaree and pofanc invective,~—that § have not
rawad thequesiton with you as to whether those
soctrines are true or false; that { have confired
myself to waiching narrowly the state of your
wiod, Four motives and tmovements, as descnbed
by yourself, until 1saw you clearly beyond the
bouads of the Catbolic church and landed 1n the
osld, dark regins of inhdehty. If your own
stxtoments aste the ulter ignorancs of your
wind m tegard to 2uy and all religion when you
became an scfidel, ate to be relied on, 1t follows
thatin sssigning the reasons for your change, as
sed forth in your letters, you have been attemp-
ting 3 gross impositien on tho credulity of youy
Protestant readers.  Youg.ve a dobble cerificate
of the prucess of your conversion. One side
attests considerable religives information : the
cther cenifies blunty that *¢ your mind was a
porfed blank astoall religious instructions.”—
Bethare from your own pen. It remams for you
ta 1econctle the contrad-ction as well as you can.

Allow me, in the niean time, to ruggest the
ealy plausible, natural, and satisfactory reason
for the important event in regard to which you
dxvo taken such superfivous pains to enlighten
the publie.

It1s uaderstood that you atrived in this coun-
try & poor Irish orphan boy, This was not your
fault. It might have been yourment.  Whother
you were then aninfidel or a Catholie 12 best
koown to yourself. At all events you atteacted
the charitable notice of certain Presbytesian
Jpawrons.  la the intentions of their beaevolence
fewards you, your renuscistion uf Papery wasa
evadition either alresdy accomplished or neces-
srily implicd as 3 sine qua non of your edncation.

# Now whatcould bs more natural, under these
sircomatinces, than that yoe should become a
Piowsant, after the fashion of training provided,
#0d the creed professed by yourpatrons! Ifin
alf this your eonscicnce approved of what your
frisnde racommended, 86 much the better for you.”
I’ ‘only menticn tho circumstances to sapply »
histas in your parrative.  They are quite suff!
eient..20 explain your converaion, and the public'
wrould oot be o anteasonsble, had you made
them sequainted with all'this, s to ask for any.
wiker It is aew neasly.thirty ysars since those!

things (ook place. Yoo begin to be‘\vell stricken
In years—jyou are appreaching the cunfines of old
age ; and the same indulgent poblic would have
dispensed with your reasons for not veturning
auw to the Communion which you thus forsonk
in your boyheod. It is adminted on all hands
that, in cases hiko yours. a wife and elildren are
substantial objections to such astep. \When the
husband and father is, moreover, 2 Protestani
slérgyman, it requires an extraordinary grace to
overcoms them.

I now lesve it to yourself to say, whether it
was not unwise on your part, afler having ap:
peared with your natural countenauce so lung, to
out on the mask in the fifuteth year of yaurage?
Whether it was worthy of your rank and station
among the men of our age, to weave a narralve
of your conversini, with materials derived from
imaginafion, while the plan history of the case
lay open before your consciousness and memory
Yet when I repard the profane spinst of your let
ters: when 1 consider that you imilate closely
infidél tactics against Chnistianity 1n your mude
of assault—that you ridicule where you cannet
rezson—that whero you prelend to reasen it s
not against the Catholic ductrine, as Cutholics
Kold it, but against such doctring tnistepresented,
turped into burlesque, and thus fited for your
purposo—when I reflect on alt this, Iam not
surprised that you constructed your laburatorys
in the ** camera obscurz,”” and shunned the open
day—that you insulted the memusy of a fallen
but not otherw ise dishanorable pricst, by affixing
kis name to yoor letters rather than your own.

Yuu wish ine 1o dispute with you on matters
of general controversy. I inust beg leave to de-
clive the propused honor. I cannout eonsent to
dispuie wth any man for whom I teel no respect,
and therefore T cau euterioto no cuntruversy with
you, especally unul you have extncated your-
self frum the 1aconsisiencies and self contradic-

—— - - o
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Wtijln’ yuour Kirwan's letters, you wereactuated
by ¥ & sexgv of duty to your kismen, according
0 lh.o “oah. your countrymen and brothren !

But supposing 1 were to en‘er into controvorsy
with vou on gencral topics, 1t ts manifest that
besideos being a prty, you claun 1o be a wutness,
an advocate, and what is more, a judge, in your
own cause ! You profess to teach me what the
Catbholic religion is, although you had ** forgut.
ten ydur catechism at eighteen years of age,’’
and I 1ake it for pranted you have never Juoked
intu it since, except in the same spirit and for
the same purposes which induce the infidel to
read the scriptures. If { pretend to know any-
thing o’fmy religion, you politely tell me that
* you will have noneof my nonsense.™ Why
then do you 23k mo to enter into controversy
with you? Besides, who wouldbe the judge?
*t Common sense,’” you reply. But twhose com-
‘mon sénse, yours or mine? If you would not
submii tamine, what g ht have you to suppose
that I shauld submit 10 yours? To what tribu-
nal do you appeal? Tiatof history? Butits
guthority with you is not worth a penny! To the
Bible? But the Bible by itself will give no
decizion. It requires an inferprefer, as much as
the constitution and laws of the cruntry. Wha
shall Ee the interpreter? Methinks [ hear yau
'spaakihg of your ** common seusa’ again for that
office—so that we ceme round the Protestant
direle (o \ha starting pomt.

If you say the appeal is to ti:e * cowmmon
sense’’ of mankind in general, (restricting the
term to those who profess Christianity,) the ver-
dict will not be unanimous ; but it will be in my
favor by a majority of three to one. To what
ribunal, then, would you be willing to aubmis,
in case 1 were disposed 1o join issue with you in
a controversy on the great questiuns on which
Cathulics and Protestants are divided? Bui the
inquiry is purely hvpothetical ; for although I
reserve to myself the right of reviewing your

tions pointed outin this review.  You suggest
* the anference that 1 am a devl.”—(p 64.)
You proclam ** your ligh respect for me —
(p- 95 ) Now, sir, lentertain no respect fur’
any man, and especially a Menuster of the Gospdl, ,
who can chenish and avow °* lus high respect”

for ** 2 devil,”” even by inference.

You wrolc vour letiers in the mdst of the
awful famine which sticwed the highways and
ditches of your ushappy country with dead
bodies, last year. Among themn may have been
some of those for whom, Mr. Prune says, you
wrole your letters, viz: * vour kinsmen, 2accor-
ding 1o the flesh.”  Now, it was not uncommon
{or persons, whose Jrish heart had not hecome
withered by huztide se2suning; 1o become insane, ’
daring that awful enisis—iurned into maniacs by
thenows of an hoer.  Sectarianism was forgot
tsn—humaniy was stirred to its depths-in‘the
bosom of the entire Amertican prople—Jews,
Chmistiaas, Catholics, Protestants, Preshyierians,
bebicvers and anbeliccers of every aamo, were
vying with cach other in their efforts 10 send
bread to the dying. And they did send bread ;
they constrocted  an historical monumemt of
charity, glorious as the land whichveared it, and
sufficient to atone, in some measere. for the big-
otries of & thousand years. It was in tho midst
of this death-stragyle: of your native land, that
you had the impietyto invent, and the inhuman-
ny 1o apply, -the following profane and bomble
pun, on theaoords of our Saviour :—'t-He that
eats this-bread wili never hunger,  All that you
-(Catholics) hareta-doj-if yuar principle be true,
is 20'give Your wafer t0'thé pobt, fahnising lrish,

andthey Butger no more ;';‘Ypa;gé'%) How

|

labors, when Itlunk proper, depend upon it
there will nut, there cannot be, any dogmatical
cuntroversy bticeen us.  If your genius and in-
chaation liein the direction of profznity, you
can continue to insult the mysteries ot the Cath-
ohe faith as yuo have done. For this you have
but tu copy from Protestant writers of yor own
class, who have gene before you. But I see no
re: »n why I should undenake to discuss the
reprint of their opidions, found in vour book,
rather than in the originel text as found in theip
own. As faras cither come in the way of my
subject, I shall da this at my own conveniencs,
in the sequel of thuse letters which T have ad-
dressed to my ** Dear Reader,”” and not to you.
In the present review I purposed oaly to consider
thosc Inttle incidents of waning faith, accumulited
misgivings, and autobivgraphy which precéded,
ot were connected with, your fransifion from the
Catholic faith to 2 Protestant dcnominatiof.——
‘This portion of your Ieuters was sour own, and
was {what cannot be always said of works of
imagination) perfeelly original. Hasing Gone
tliis. it ofiy remains for me 10 assaré you of my
sincere good wishes, and 10 say for the preseat,
farewell. '

.}.'nd‘n'ow i will take the liberty of addr‘cs,sing
a few words to tho gencral reader in connews
uon with this subject. What advaniage does
religion, of any name, derive from such books as
Kirwan’s lgiters? Do they promote picty?! Is
charity increased by thom! Do they comvert
Catholical . Isthe faith of Protestants.so.weak:
that it.,requirea the support of such buitressen 7
Tho guestions on wluch Caiholica 3od Protes-

weil this scataios Mr. Prime’s statement, that ia

130t arc 20 anhappily divided Bave been diac-uy

Fwhat these writers allege ¥

e

has been exhausted. These ara consideratioss
which address themselvos 10 sincore minds of all
parties. Thoss who will refleet a moment will
perceive that that the Catholic religion has with-
stoud and now withstands such attacks, justss
the pyramid does the assaults of ths waidering
Arab. Ifit were the aysjem which such writers
as Kirwan repcesents, it could not subsistasingla
year. Guud'men from within, who know what
it really is, would not stay; good men from
without would not cometo it. Now a whole
volume might be filled with the names of ilige-
trious converts from the difforent donomisations
of Protestyntisn:, who, afier mature deliberation,
have jmne‘d the Chureh  within this last quarter
of 3 aentury, many of them at the 2acrafice of
their worldly interests and prospucts. How
cunld this have como to pass if Catholicity wege

+

Dues got this single fact outweigh aton of
such theory-books as the Key of Popery,isr
Kirwan’s Letiers —What are theso bouks gein-
erally made up of? Assertion, party invectivg,
charges, sumetimes entirely false, and always
grossly exaggerated. we

Thus, sach writers xs 1 spesk of will tell yoh
that the Catholic Clergy are a vast eorporatidh
of swindlers.—g3ut hovw will any man of evew

‘moderate judgement veconcile this with the Soe

1hat no other clergymen are so réady 1o eRe:

ter danger in the discharge of theif mitiidiry,
whether in the cholera-hespitals, the fever-shedd,
ar wherever 1t becomes 3 mantyr of charity o
meet death? They will tel} you that the Cab-
alic religion is the deadly enemy of liberty. Bt
then how comes it that all the elements and priv.
cipes of social right and civil liberty are of Cath-
olic arigin, and that the best lawyer smong ds
would be somewhat puzzled 1f requested to poisit
out 2 singie addition mads to them by Protesastii,
ism? This is faot in opposition 10 theaty:>-
When Protestantism camé it found scveralRe-
publics, and did not find one absolufe monarely
in Christendom, except Russiz, *which waswbt
in communion with the Pops. Thoy will't'?‘u
you thst the Catholic raligion is'ai €uemy“to
knowledge. But thie fact isthat if you reméve
from the mzp of Christendom, ailthe greitis-
astitntivas of knowledge, in etery depaciment,
founded and endowed by Catholi¢csaloney ‘very
litue will be Icft remaining. They will ®llyau
that the Churchis the enemy of happiness: Ba:
the fzct is that nations appear to have beentanch
more happy, if apparent contentmtent: :bi:'-xny
symptom, before the reformation, than®sinece
Religioos and eisil, not to speskofsgentral
wars, .have followed each- othdr in aldiost con
stant succession in most of the countnies of Fu-
rope sioce that event; and if these be- sigys of
happiness, I aw much mistaken. They will tell
you that poverty is 2 certain companion and con-
sequence ofthe Catholic religion. This, eren
if it were true, amouots te little ; for the Disise
Author of Christianity did not intend his.religion
for tho special advaniage of bankerss .and slock-
jobbers, asthese writers wauld lead us tosuppass .
And if the ** Gospel was presched to the.pogr,!”
it follows that poverty would be, if anything, n
sign 10 favor of tho true religion, rather.thag the
contrary. ltaly and spain may bg, called poor
nations, but yet I am not. aware that,any, oag.is
allowed 1a those Cathohic countriex to dis by.the
roud-zides -of starvation; Protestsox: Enpland.
o theother hand,is'a colintry of gréateecit
and great pwPa::':m'. pfx;_?_n 'Dugh_nd: 3;:3_5,’}}@
land, such writers poiat to the coatrast Whatnee.
the Catholies sod Presestants,. They ozem w0



