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I do not kDnew how people can joke a.
bout this subject, and yet it in the sub-
ject of more pua, more caricatures, more
jokes in your stores and offces and qhops
thana:ny otl'cr subject. WVhy do tbey
mot juke about tho broken bridge at Ash.
tabula ? or tho Atlantic steamer goin
don off Mars Head with five hundreà
passengers for about the Indian Famine?
or about the qaýrthguake that crushed
iàsbon ? There in more fun in aUl those
subjecta than in this. Let us comae te
this subject notas critics, not as cavillers
mot in a polemlc spirit. Lot us corne te
it as a question of peronal safd4,. Let
ns enipty oureelves of all previons impres-
abuns, and witheut any disposition to,
twist things, or explain thein avay, find
ont what in the announcement of the on-
Iy authority on this subject that ia worth
80 mach as a pin.

1. In thefirst place, 1 group together
&U4 those pasages which represent the auf-
feing of Oe et byfire. lu Matthewxiii.
41-0-, it in said, "-The Son of mani shall
semd forth Ris angels, snd they sball
gatber ont of bis kingdom ail thinga that
.offondl, and them which do iuiquity, and
*hall cat them into a furnace of fire;
there shall be wailing snd gnashin of
teeth. Thea shall the righteous ahi=s
forth as the amun the klngdom of their
Pather. " Canyon explain it away? 0, yes.
1 coula make these angels faiies ; I could
representthis fire as oniiysamething loch-
mng like firo ; I could represent tis fur-
ziace as a cias-et with a crimszon liming ;
but what is the use of explining avay a
furnace of firo whien Godt saya there i3
oee? What is the use of au imprisoncd

.riin. trying te explain awamy the exis-
tence of such a place as a prisc'a?

But you say, "Ian'ttheresomermistake
about it?" If there is, thon the Almigh-
ty Chrit madle the inistake, for the pas-
sage 1 quoted ia part cf Ris sermon. I
appeli te Paul on this subject. Re was
no co0ar. Instead of hi2 trembling be-
fore goverriments, go'rernmients trcznbled
before hlm. A amail invalid, but the
]Most magnificent man cf the a What
doSaheBay? Re says tethe essalon-
îana, «Tho Lord Jeans Christ, who shall
be revealed frora heaven with xnighty
angels in flaming.-fire, taking -vengeance
on those who kncw not God."' I appa
te St. John thse inspired. Iu one place
lio says cf the lost>-<'&Tkey shall bo ter
uientodl wîth fire and brlmstone'" Ip u-
ether placo ho say,-The adulte-ers,
tho oorcerers, and all la tha3l have their
place la the lake that burnetis viLla fire
ana bnimstone.' And in another place

ho says,-" They shall both be caat alivo
into the lake of firo."

The last book cf the Bible closes with
a dark acroli on the sky'. What in it ?
Smoke. Where there in no fire there ie
no unioke. "The smoke cf their torment
ascendoth for ever and even." "B)ut,"
you say, "'Were mot they men who wrote
this ?" Yes, but they were inspired men.
If you do not want to take dven inspired
mien, thea 1 go back te Christ &gain, and
as nay fis-t quotation ou this subject vas
fromx Christ, no my lait quotation under
this head shail ho froma Christ as Re says
.- "Depa-t from Me, ye cursed. inte ever-
laating fire."

"But>" you £87, "aaa't this figurative ?"
I arn xot opposed te maying it miay be fig-
urative ; but I know vas-y weil that if it
in not fis-o it la sometbing a severe as fire.
Christ and His aposts weie not lacking
iu illustrativepower, andwhen t.hey say a
thing isnaorning, I know it is as bright as
iL can be ; and when Lb.y say anythingr le
a fire, I kuow it is torment nnmitîgatýed.
I ofte.n hear people explan these fiery re-
presentations of Scs-iptus-e as metaphor,
and as aoon as thqy mais. metaphor eut
of thexu, they seeni te thinis they bave
soothect the whole &abject.

No; if ther. bo a meutl etate as sharp
and severe as flre, it might as weil be flre
Christ and Ilis aposties use the fig"r o!
fine, aud I kaow froua th4t there 13 nots'.
mg9 more painful or more sonizing. But

if yu wat soe oter fgure, taLe itl.
Say it in penitentis-y, irou-bolted, in.
bas-red, iron-hocked, tho doors opezninu
=ud not eut. If y ou wil], say it la a
maelstrom 'which dashezana breaks te
piecesand salaiova dowu ail thoso thst
coma within the sweep cf its fo2aming cu%
cles. I viii net dispute with yen. If
yen perfor those humaxa similis, taise
them. I perfer tCod's cexupanson, De-
cause I know Grd la right and hausau
eemn&izoua may be ws-ong. God says it
la flre,ad afusce of fine.

Beaides that, my brotber,I do not know
that it is figurative. It mag be-liteal.
The Bible uixteen Limes ays il in fire.

-Yen say, «I don't believe it, and 1 won't
believre iL." Then be consistent, and
Pitch yens' Bible into the steve, or tbs-ow
iL into the EutL Iher. Thomas Paine
vas consistent in denying the doctrine cf
eternai puniahuxeat for he s-ejected the
whole Bibie, although in bis lastnmontu
ho howled witiso niucis terrer that bis
nurse fied from the rooni. Re vwu conais-
Lent noveMehleur. Voltaine wus consist-
ent iu rojectLnig the doctrinet cf futur.
punishmsnt, becuse hoe rejected the


