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I do not know how people can joke a-
bout this subject, and yet it is the sub-
jéct of more puns, more caricatures, more
Jokes in your stores and offices and ghops
$han any other subject. Why do they
rot joke about the broken bridge at Ash-
tabula ? or tho Atlantic stecamer goin
down off Mars Head with five hundr
passengers for about the Indian Famine?
or about the qarthquake that crushed
Lisbon? There is more fun in all those
subjects than in this. Let us come to
this subject not as critics, not as cavillers
20t in & polemic spirit.  Let us come to
it as & question of personal safety. Let
us empty ourselves of all previous impres-
sions, and without any disposition to
tirist things, or explain them away, find
out what is the announcement of the on-
1y authority on this subject that is worth
%0 much as a pin.

1. In thofirst place, 1 group together
all those pasaages which represent the suf-
fering of the tost By fire. 1n Matthew xiit.
41.2, it is said, “The Son of man shall
send forth His angels, and they shall
gather ont of his kingdom all things that
offond, and them which do iniquity, and
skall cast them into a furnace of fire;
there shall be wailing aud gnashi 'fmgf
deeth. Them shall the rightecons shine
forth as the sun in the kingdom of their
Father.” Can you explain itaway? O, yes.
I conld make these angels fairies ; I could
represent this fire as only semething look-
ing like fire ; I could represent this fur-
nace as a casket with a crimson lining ;
but what is the use of explaining away a
farnace of fire when God says there is
one? What is the use of an imprisoned
criminal trying to explain away the exis-
tence of such a place as a prisca ?

But you say, ‘Isn’t there some mistake
about it If there is, then the Almigh-
ty Christ made the mistake, for the pas-
sage I guoted is part of His sermon. I
appeal to Paul on this subject. He was
no co Instead of his trembling be-
fore governments, governments trembled

before him. small invalid, but the
most magnificent man of the 3, Wtat
does he say? He says to the Thessalon-

ians, “The Lord Jesus Christ, who shall
be revealed from heaven with mighty
angels in flaming?fire, taking vengeance
on those who kncw not Ged.” I ap

to St. John the inspired. In ons place
he says of the lost,—*“They shall be tor

mented with firo and brimstone.” 1Iran-
other placo he says,—“The adulterers,
tho uorceres, and all liars shall have their
place in the Iake that burnsth with fire
2né brimstone.” And in another place

he says,—* ‘They shall both be cast alive
into the lake of fire.”

The Iast book of the Bible closes with
a dark scroll on the sky. Whatisit?’
Smoke. Where there 18 no fire thereis
no smoke. ‘‘The smoke of their torment
ascendeth for ever and ever.” “Bat,”
you say, ‘‘Were rot they men who wrote
this ” Yes, but they were inspired men.
If you do not want to take éven inspired
men, then Igo back to Christ again, and
asxy first quotation on this subject was
from Christ, so my la:t quotation under
this head shall be from Christ as He says
—“Depart from Me, yo cursed. into ever-
lasting five.”

¢‘But,” you ssy, ‘‘isx’'t this figurative "’
I am »ot opposed to saying it may be fig-
urative ; but I know vary well that if it
is not fire it is something as severe as fire.
Christ and His apostles weie not lacking
in illustrative power, and when they say &
thing is morning, I know it isas bright as
it can be ;and when they say anything is
a fire, I know it is torment unmitigated.
I often hear people explain these fiery re-
presentations of Scripture as metaphor,
and as soon as they make metaphor out
of them, they seem to think they havs
soothed the whole sabject.

No ; if there be & mental state as sharp
and severs as fire, itmight as well be fire.
Christ and His apostles use the figare of
fire, and I know from that there is noth*
ing more painful or more agonizing. Bu}
if you want some osher figure, take it.
Say it is penitentiary, iron-bolted, irone
barred, iron-locked, tho doors apening in
and not ont. 1} yon will, say it is a
maelstrom which dashes and breaks to
pieces and swallows down all those that
come within the sweep of its foaming cir-
cles. Iwill not dispute with you. If
you perfer those human similies, take
them, I perfer God’s comparison, be-
cause I know God is right, and human
comparisons may be wrong. God says it
ia fire, and a furnace of fire.

Besides that, my brother,I do not know
that it is figurative. [t mag beliteral,
The Bible mixteen times says itis fire,
You eay, I don't believs it, and I won’t
believe it.” Then be consistent, and
pitch your Bible into the stove, or throw
1t into tho East River. Thomas Pains
was consistent in denying the docirine of
eternal &umsll ment, for he rejected the
whole Bible, although in hislast moments
he howled with 80 much terror that his
nurse fled from tho room. He was consis-
tent nevertheless. Voltaire was consist-
ent in rejecting the doctrine of future
punishment, because he rpejected the



