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THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Winnipeg, May 4,

Th» wemher this week has been fave
orable for businesa and accordingly it
hax been reasonably activey,  ‘There is
a goud steady trinde bejng done by jube
bing houres and the outlook for busi.
ness I3 quite praising. Money s
scarce, but this does not appear to af-
fect the sltuation as a good many
traders appear to have  found  the
gecret of getting goods and doing bus-
Iness without momey. Navigation s
now open at Fort Willian  so  that
there will be o large increase in the
dnward  mowvement of merchandlse,
PBullding and factory operuklons are
proceeding with consldorable  activity
Ratlway traflic L3 Increasimg, especial-
1y the mestbound  passenger  trattie.
Bank clwrings for the wack hawe been
smaller than last yaar, as will be noted
in our repot elsewhere in this Issue.
“This {3 the tirst time for some months
that this has been the case.

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Saturday, May 1,

(ANl quotations,  unleas otherwlise spect
fled,  are  wWholesale for such quantities
ax are usly taken by eotall deaterse and
are aubjeet to the waual foduetlons o
large quanteties, and  to cash dhbeonntsy

BINDER TWINE.

Demand for this anticle has become
very light since prices advanced  to
the present level. It s thought that
fully three-fourths of the orders are
pliced and that further buylng whl
be deferred until near harvest time.
Quotations rems a2 at last week's level
of 111 per pound for pure manila
twine, fo.b, Chlcago, 1ac for K-
fout manila and Sic for slsal and
atandard.

BUILDING MATERIAL.

The bullling movement has expand-
od con<deradly since the weather be-
came summeplike and there i now a
big dexnand for stone, lme and sand,
and also a growing demand for brick,
The atter material has declinad §1 per
thousand since the s:ason opened. We

quot> prices as follows: llut;hlc
stone, $1.00 per cond; footings, $5.00

poer cond; broken stone, $1.25 per cuble
yand; white Hme, 2c per bushel; gray
lime, 154 to 1lc per dushal. Veneer
brick £11 per thousand; kiln run, 0
per thousand.

DRY GOODS,

Travellars who have een  out for
sorting and fall business  have now
covered thelr torritory  pretty  thore
oughly and judging from results  the
season’s husiness in the west s to ho
fairly satisfactory notwithstanding the
scarcity of money. Ivople in the west
_Seem to be Increasing their require.
ments In this Hne as years go by and
the country blecomes more settled.
There IS a growing dzmand for speci-
alties and fancy goods of all kinds and
also for the Iatest and best in the way
of dress materials. A line of  goads
which hax heen having & tremendous
run lately Is the atralght {ront coreet.
Wholssale nerchants have Yound 1t

poesidle 0 koep pace wlith  the
orders for theme and are pushing fac-
torjes as  hanl as they can to get
goods fomvanl.

FISH.

Denmand is xteady  and the mar-
ket  unchanged.  Fgesh fish wii
Le In next  week. We quote
pricos an Tollows : Whit2fish,
e ¢o0 Glgc per pound: plckerel,
4¢: pike, 214 to Jc:  trout, 100 fresh
apring almon, 14¢ per pound: aimon,
1212¢: haljhut.  12%c;  Lake Superior
heering, 20¢ por dozen: walt cod, Glie:
labrador herrine, per  barral, $1.00;
mit mackere], SO0 par kit: honelecas
cod, e per Ih.: honeless fish, TMVic
per 1h.: finnan haddiex, S¢ per pound:
fresh see cod, big, ¢ per pound: fresh
fiaddock, Sc: smelts, T30 anackeme),
13c: Tresh shad, 10c: bams, 13c: eelx,
10c: oysteqn, seferts, $2.14 per gallon:
standard, 00,

GRACERIES,

Trade Ix falrly active, with good de.
mand from country polmis, partieular-
13 In the far west. White Daans are
somewhat varier although pmbahly
only temporarily, and are now quoled
at 1.5 tn SLO5 for prime,  Cornmeal
Ia agmin higher In sympathy with the
high price of corn in Chicago, and al.
though prices have not arx yet been
marked up locally they must within
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a few days be put up Oc to 10c per
sack.  Pruues are agnin firmer and
himve now got back to about thelr old
prices,  notwithstanding which the
demund continues large. Corn syrup
Is advaneing in sympathy with corn
and while not yet advanced here it
shows an advance of 10¢ at primary
polnts,  Winnipeg wholeswle quota-
tiony wil be found on another page.

GREEN FRUITS,

The warmer weather has produced
a better demand for green fruit.
Californis navel omnges are getting
pretty well done and  (bout unother
ten days wil fingsh then.  Apples afe
practically out »f the market. Baa-
anax are coming in in good shape and
prices remain firm at polnts of ship-
ment.  ftanberries are $2 per crute
cheaper,  Floridi tomatoes nre ofer-
ing at §130 per xIx basket crate.
Cherries .« o now In the market at
prices quoted wetow, Su alsd are pine-
apples.  Pleplant has been scarce at
10¢ per pound, but lower privces are
looked for next week. We quote: Ap-
ples, 86 per barrel: California navel
oranges, per vox, $2.35 to’$.00; lem.
ong, per box, $3.50 to $8.95; bananas,
per bunch, $2.73 to NN strawber-

ries, $G.00 per crate  of two dozen
bhoxes: cherrles, $233 per 1U.pound

box; pineapples. & per doz,, fgs, $1.40
to SL3G per  10-pound box; cartoon
dates, per package, of l-ib, Uci new
dates, tie, clder In kegs or barrels,
e per gallon, hongy, 1-Tu, jars, $2.
A dozen, mapke sugar, 12¢: maple
syrup, 2-1b. ting, per dozen, $2.25; half
gallon tins, 6,00 per dozen: gallons,
$12.00, Florlda tomatoes, in d-basket
crates, $4+.0); pleplant, 1U¢ per pound;
Egyptian ontons, 4¢ per pound.
HARDWARE.

There 18 a conskleralle amount of
activity prevailing in  the hardware
market here and we note a largs de-
mand from many pai2s of the west
for bullding materials, summer lnes
of hourehould goods, wire scrazns, net-
ting, etc. Dealers ara pleased  with
the outlook for the summer. Prices
show but few changes this aweek. Stove
pites Is lower, having declined e per
1 lengths,  Pina plich s S0c  per
barrel higher ut $4.50.  Shot Is lower,
soft being quoted now at  $G.23, as
againct S0 before, chilled  at $6.95,
as against $7.135. and buckshot at $7.24,
ax against $7T.65 Lefore, a drop of
all around.  Pressed splkex at 20¢ per
keg lower. Ingot tin I8 Zc per Ib lowearn,
These are all the changes that have
otcurred this week.  For latest Wine
nipeg prices see another paga.

PAINTS, OILS AND GLASS.

Demand Is active.  Linseed ofl has
advancel 2¢ per gallon, making  the
price here now e per gallon for raw
oll and T3¢ for bolled. This advance
ix a result of the stronger position
which il has taken up In castern and
southern centres.  There was an ad-
vance of the same amount at New
York last weck and thls has gradgually
spread westward, It is  understood
that ¢he prospective outputs of mills
all over this continent are pretty well
bought up already. so that the only
chatice for lower prices before ane
other crop I8 to be found in the pos-
siblilty of importx of Britivh made ol
putting down the price. Other lines
of gools under this head hold steady
and unchanged.

SCRAP.

The scrap maiket is falrly active
aml there are goold prospects for an ac:
tivo seasan’s business, The market for
wrought fron acrap if a lttle stronger
byt there Is o quotable change. Bot-
Uea wre Wghes,  wuarts  belngy  now
worth P3¢ per dozen and  pinta 1o
Thic« advance is due to fallure of pro-
hibitlon bill in Manltoba. There is Q
goel  demand for everything in the
way of old materiale exeepting rube
bere which have declined owing o
weakness of southern markets, Stocks
of bber on this contlnent are pretty
heavy. Scrap cast iron It the strong-
eost article on our list and dealers who
have stocks on hand rre holding them
for mn advance, We quote: No,
1 cant lron, free from wWIought and
malleabls, $12 to £13 pec ton: No. 2,
£1 10 &§ per ton: wrought fron scoepn,
§7 per ton heavy copper, 10 to 1lc
per pound: copper bottoms, 10 ta e
per pound: revd brass, 10 to 1lc pound;
yeilow brass, heavy, Sc per pound:
light Irass, § to Ge e pound:  lead
pipe or ¢oa 1ead, 2 10 24ce per pound;
mmre, country mix2d, e per 100

rubbeare, free

oy from rivets,
b;::cH« ‘ndl mu;:’g Hon tean,
TInc dcran, 1c per H ek, <. 3
dry and bleached, § 10 £6 ton: bot-
Uex, quarts, I5¢ per domen; pints, 10c
rer dosen.

GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

WHEAT-The markets have held
tnoderately strong the past week and
at the close of business yoxterday
prives showed only fractional changes
from a4 week ago.  Last Saturday a
sharp advance took place In Chlcago
and other marvkets but the whole of
It was lost on Monday and a further

slight decline followed in_ the
noxt twa days, Since Wel-
nesduy the losa hax been  recovereld,

Prices in the Amerlean markets ate
to ¢ per hushel over what they were
at corresponding dute fust yeas. Prim
ary receipts in the States continue to
exceed thus? ¢f a year ago contrary to
genertl  expectation, as it has been
consldered  that  owing to the short
crop in the Northwest it would not be
pussible that these coutd keep up to
ssune riate for go long & time, It looks
very much as i both the Northwest
spring wheat crop and the Southwest
wintes wheat  had  yielded o larger
quantity than the statistics gave them
credit for. As . matter of fact the
primary receipts of winter and spring
wheat from the teginning of the crop
year to date are fully eleven mlillion
bushels more than for the same time
In INEF10G,  There has been 2 good
demand from the contlnent for wheat
CArgoes on account of thie damage to
the Germanr crop and all Buropean
marketu are somewhat highes within
the laxt few days. Millers generally
report the flour trade as dull or only
fair. While there 18 a falr amount of
strength and  activity in the wheat
trado at  present and & probabllity
that these may last for some weeks
yet, the more distant future of wheat
prices §s bound up in the crop pros-
Pect. It that continues faverable and
results In lberal ylelds 1t s next o
a certainty that prices whHl work ta-
wards o lower level, Except fo. fome
damage by fiy and Ins:cts in  the
southern part of the winter wheat
crop in the States, all reports are fave
orable and point to a Jurge acreage
and an unusually gool stand. The
Pacific coast has this week been vislie
ed Ly fine rains. Spring wheat seed-
ing over the Northwest will be nearly
completed this week under very favor-
able conditions, and the acreage will
be increased 10 per cent or more. Ex-
cept for the German crop il winter
wheat crops in Europe are doing well
and the weather has recehtly been fine
for spring work. The Amercian visthiv
supply decreased 1G16.MMK3 hushels last
week compared to i decrease of A 005,-
000 bushels the previous week and a
decrease of 2,545,000+ Dushels
same week last year. The
world’s shipments were 7,791,000 bush-
cls compared to H4034,000 bushel preve
fous week and 722000 bushels samne
week In 1506, The world's visible sup-
ply, according to Biadstrectx, decreas-
ed JIS00K bushels agalnst . decrcase
of 327200 hushels the previous week
and a decrease of 24180 bushels for
2une week last year.

lake navigation opensd at Fort
Wiillam on Aprll J0th, five days later
than last year. So far the opening of
navigation has not roused the local
market te activity, and it contlnues
dull and very little trade passing. and
prices xt clove of husineas yesterday
show little or no change from a week
ago., We quote 1 hard T, 2 hand
Wee, 3 hard Gi%c, 3 northern G2,
tough 3 hard tQlc, tough 3 notthern
aSY%e, dried 3 hard G7lec and dried 3
northern Glluc, all In xtore Fort Wii-
Nam.

FLOUR—MIills arc running steadily
and there Is a rsady market for ad
producis. Weo qunte prices as follows:
ILake of the Woods. Five Rases, £2.10;
Red  Patent, $1.95;  Medora, $1.590;
NXXXN, £1.20 per sack of 08 pounds.
Oglivie Miling Co.. Hungarfan, $2.10;
Glenora Patent, $1.00: Alberta, $1.70:
Manitoba, $1.60 and Imperial XXXX,
$1.20 per sack of 98 pounds.

MILLFEED—There Is a4 good  de-
nrand for both hran and shorts. Prices
have dscined £1 per ton and are now
quoted at £12, and shorts at $14 per
ton dellvered. -

GROUND FEED—Pure oat chop Is
worth §I7 pec  ton delvered, mixed
barley and oats, 25 per ton, and corn
2050 per ton, an advance of ¢ in
the price of the iatter.

COUNTRY WHEAT—The market Is
Amoat a nNominal condition as thereis
little or no wheat belng delivered by
farmers,

OATS=There I2 & steady deanand for
mtx for feed purposea, to meet whicn
ths supply s so far quite =uffickent.
Seed 0ats ane alro in demand, the pref-
reney being for Omntario oats. No
change in prices. We quote: Oon-
1ario oats, No. 2 white, 46¢ per bushet;

Alberta oats, 41 to 48c: Manit 1,
%;m-dos. J0e¢ to 40c In carlote vn 11 .k
1ere.
BARLEY—8ome sesd barley is b. g
sold hera at Wie per bushel on tra.
CORN~Corn is It highar at 58 4
bushel in car lots here for No, i

FLAXBEED ~ Argentina  seed |
about all that is offering, Hot' g

are asking $3.00 per bushel for th.:

HAY=-~Hay s In good d*mand .ny
seents 40 be getting scarce.  Weoe o e
un advance of £1 per dom dn the o 1.
here this week., Fresh baled ha s
now worth $10 to $11 per ton In  r.
lots on track here and loose hay o b
strest aboat the sume figures,

POULTRY=~Dressed  turkeys  ;e.
quoted ut 11 to e per pound; b k.
ens, Tlu to l0c; ducks, ¢; geos: 1,
wild geeme, Tic each.

DRESSED MEATS—A carload .
beet arrived this week from Ontart,
consigned to a local concernr. Fiwx
beef 18 scarce at  unchanged prices
We quote: Beef, fresh, 710 S0 o
pound; veal, 7 to 8%c per pound. .qy1.
ton, frozen, Sc per pound: fresh myt.
ton, 10 to 1lc per pound; hogs, T per
pound.

BUTTER—~Creamery -— Some tiew
creamery Is beginning to offer. ligl.
crs are paylug 2Uc per pound for thi
at factorles, Supplies are expecte1 g,
e much larger next week as all fa..
torivs will soon be in operatfon

BUTTER—Dalry—Cholce grade« are
very scarce. Infenior dButter ton ji.en
titul.  As high as 1Sc¢ per pound wouly
be pald for a really good article 4 n.
ered heeg, but the rullng quotation ¢
‘best is 14 10 1Ge commission  tba;
Most of the offerings bring about 1l
Second grades are not wamted, byt
may be quoted at 8§ 1o 11c commission

CHEESE=Manitoba cheese 1z being
sold to the retail trade here at
per pound.

LEGGS~We quote 10 to 1t
dozen for fresh eggs In cases, dilives.
e¢d hers,

VEGETABLES~Potatoes are M pr
bushe!l higher owing to active demany
and lght deliveries, Parsnips ae 1,
lower,  Cucumbers  are  offerng i
$2.40 per doxen and asparagus at &
per doren. We quote : Potatoes
per bushel for farmer's loads: carrote
e per hushel: bests, 43¢ per bush
curnlips, 2 to e per bhushel, pare
nips, 2Le per pound: onlons, $1.50 ¢,
32 per dushel: cabhage, new, i -r
pound: celery, Imported, We to $135
aer dozen:  parsley, lettuce, radia
and watercress, 2ic to J0c per dozg
bunches: cucumbers, $2.40 per Inzeg,
asparagus, $2 per dozen.

HIDER—The market Is quiet aa} |
wteady. Very few hldes are oferla
and the quallty 1s poor. We guote N-
hides, e per pound: No. 2, 4¢; No. 2
de: sheep and lambakins, 40 o o
each: slunks 1ic each.

WOOL~—None offering. We quots
uvnwashed fledce nominally worth St
Slie per pound.

TALLOW-—Dealers are paving fx
No. 1 tallow at 4¢ per pound. No. 24
worth 3¢ par pound.

SENECA ROOT—It 13 experte? it
new oot from nearby points will beis
by the end of next week or early i
tha week following unlesz something
happens to delay Qlgging. The recen
find weather has  favored  grow
sraatly.  Opinlon as 10 the uwpenis
price vaifexs but it Wil not e moe
than 24c nor less than 2,

LIVE STOCK.

CATTLF—Market quict an!' withs
feature, Supplies of fat cattle are vey
Hght and demand geod. No chanze:
prices which we quole as 1w
Cholce butchers” grades, 3¢ i«
pound: medlum to good, 4o and i
forfor 4 10 4% off cars here. Stwken
arc worth ahout $12 to $1t° each {2
yoarlings, Shipments of stochers haw
belag Rolng south and west thix aed

SHEEI~=Not much deman?t as {re
en mutton s atill obtainat'e. W
Quota :  Cholce mution sheepr »ff At
here 43% 1o 3¢ per pound. Lan he Qe
to $L.00 each.

HOGS-The ruling price for Lo
hoge oft cars here, cholce weighit 3
L per 1M pounds. Infese
weights and qualities 1% to 1. less.

MILCH COWS—Supnly 1+ linkd
and there 8 not much den: el %
quate §£30 to $40 per hend, ne: -Hagd
rrade.

HORKBES—The demamd ¢ haim
hax fallen off, eapecially th. (armey
demand. A conalderable ni iber a
being held here awalling 1 'trr o
mand, Values remain about ‘lic same
Work horses wRl bring ali ihe ¥y
from $125 to $200 each, ac -rding ¥
weight and quality.




