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Winnipeg Board of Trade

A meeting of the council of the
Board of Trade was held on Thursday
afternoon at four o'clock, when a
deputation from the general graip
commnlttes of the board waited on the
councll ana preferred a request that
a speciai general meeting of the board
be heid tw consider the provisions of
the “Act w regulate the trade in
grain iy Mamtoba and the North-
west Territories” introduced in par-
liament by Dr. Douglas, M. P., at Ot-
tawa ana now before & committee of
the house. The cuuncil aciveded to the
request, amd a special general meet-
ing wil) te Liekl to-morrow alternoun
at 3 o'clock in the board room.

A comununication was recenved from
Mr. L. C. Tuyior, of Mine Uentre, ask-
mg the buard tu assist the residents
ol that dmsiriet in securing v Cana.
dian tri.weekly service via Rat Por.
tage. Mr. Taylor made the assertion
that at present there 18 not vne let.
ter in 500 that goes by Canadian
mayd, but they pay S$150 o month for
a specia carrier to connect with the
American mail service and in conse-
quence only United States postage
stamps are used to the loss of Cana-
dian rcvenue. Mr. Taylor was pres-
ent in persvn and gave information on
the subject. The matter was referred
tu the standing committee on postal
matters for action.

The sccretury made ‘the following
report on matters which received his
attention recently at Ottawa:

Winnipeg, 2nd May, 1599,
To the President and Council of the

Winnipeg Board of Trade

Gentlemen,—Having received Instruce-
tions from you to take up certain
matters with the departnients and
ministers at Ottawa, I beg to report
as follows:

INSOLVENCY LEGISLATMON.

Accumpanied by R. L. Richardson, M.
P, I had an interview with lon
David Mills. minister of justice, and
presented to him the views of the Win-
nipeg board of trade re insolvency
legislation, as expressel at ddfercnt
times on the reports of committees in-
aquiring into various bill3 presented to
parliament. Having, with Mr. Bole,
last yeur presentod the same views
to the mnister, I had only to repeat
our arguments then presentesd. As
the result of our conversation Iijearn-
c:d that except in Ontario and Quebec,
few of th~ members of parliament, to
any extent favored insolvency legis-
lation as it has been presentel to
thein anl especially the members rep-
restating rural constituencies, seem
to b vory much opposel to insolvency
legislation. Mr. Miils assura1 as that in
any case, full cpportunity woull be
given our board to apprar before any
committec of the honse to which an
insolvency  bill would b> presented,
and plenty of time would be wiven he-
fore any final action was taken, )
ilse had an interview with Hon. Mr
Sifton an ! memt ers of parlinment irowm
differ~nt parts of the Dominion. with
the result that I am satisfiel that
there is no chance for the “Fortin® bil)
now before the house, to be passel
at this present session.

QUARANTINE,

I kad an interview with the Hon.
Sydney Fisher, winister of agriculture;
W. B. Searth, deputy m’'nister of ag-
rienlture; Dr. Montizambert, general
superintendent of quarantines; Hon,
Mr. ©~ifton aud his deputy Ion James
A, Smart, on the subject of quaran.

THE COMMERCIAL

tine protection to Manitoba and the
Territories, The Hon. Mr. Fisher in-

formad me that they were
doing everything possible to
mahe the guarantine station

and equipment at IHalifaxn in every
way ur to date, and that when She
Improvements now under way were
completed, that an expenditure of
540,000 would have been made smce
this board took up the matter with
tum last year. IXvepresented to the
mlmster, and also to Mr. Suftun, that

there was a strong feeling in the
west that some form of check quar-
antine should be established to deal

with forelgn immigrants arriving in
Manitoba, tu be distributed from here.
While the mindster of agricalture ad-
heres tc the policy which has been
adupted by the late government, that
the quarantine authorities' dJduties he-
gin and end at seaport towns—andin
txceptional cases, along mland inter-
national houndary lines—that he was
most anxious to assist so far as the
law would allow him, in protecting the
people of the west, and would 1o all
i his power to that end. The lon.
Mr. Sifton will endeavor to place some
disinfecting apparatus at Selkirk,
where 16 may Ve utilized if occasion
should require, to disinfect the per-
sons and baggage of immigrants af-
flicted with contagious disecases that
might from any cause have escaped
the notice of the coast quarantine au-
thoritles, or which may occur amongst
immigrants placed at Selkirk.

Unfortunately, Dr. Montizambert, af-
ter my {lrgt interview with him, { ad to
leave Ottawa for the Grosse lsle quar-
antine, but Deputy Minister Smart
wiall confer with him immediately after
his return, and I have strong hopes
that disinfecting appliances, to meet
the necessities of the situation will be
placed at Selkirk.

‘The Ilon. Mr. Fisher personally re-
quested me to assure the bhoard that
he will be glad to consider any sug-
gestions they may have to make re-
garding the work at the various quar-
antine stations, and that he valued
most highly the representations made
to him by the Loard last year in con-
nection with the Halifax quarantine,
as to the requirements of Manitoba
and the Territories,

FOST OFrICE.

As mnstructed by you, I had a mees-
ing with the Hon. Mr. Mulock. Post.
master-General, and the Minister of
Pablic Works on the subject of the
changes v the mternal arrangements
of the Winmpeg post office, Jdesigned
to atfora greater accommodation to
the general publte. These changes had
been promised us last year, but have
not yet been made. As tlhe result of
my wterview, I was afterwarde in-
formed by the Deputy Minister of Pub-.
11 Works, tu whom I was referred by
Ar. Tarte, that funds were available,
and instructions had been sent soma
days bLefore to the Superintzndent of
Works m Wmuipeg, to go on with the
work.

ILLUSTRATION FARMS.

Havmg learned while mm Ottawa that
the estimates would mclude an amouat
to cover the cost of working some
“IHustration Farms,” I had an nter-
view with Irof. Robertson, of the Ag-
ricultural Department, and after-
warde with the Hon. Sydney Fisher,
Minister of Agriculture, and request-
ea on belhalf of tlus boara that one
of these farms should be situatea In
close proxmmity to this city., The ob-
Ject of these farms 15 not to exper!-
meut, as in the case of regular experi.
mental farms, but they are designed

to show ak an object lesson what good
larmmg can do in the way of properly
cultivating the soil, and obtalning the
best results therefrom. Each farm
will coneist of, say ten astes, and will
he farmed under the directions of
competent man, and will thus serv.
as 4n oblect Jesson to farwers.

Mr, Fisher mformcd me that the ex
act location had not yet been deter.
nined on, bub that he would place
Winnipeg on the list as a proper poing
at wwhieh one of these farms shouid O
situated.

DAUPHIN RAILWAY EXTENSION.

As directed by the councl), I it
viewed Mr. U 0. Davis, M.D., and oth ¢
gentlemen  interested  In connecti. .y,
with the propustéd extension of th.
Canadian_Northern railway throusy
the Red Deer country to Prince .4
bert, and on to lSdmonton. Mr. Dasiy
informea me that they are applying
for an extension of thelr charter t.,
incluc» bailding as mentioned aliu..
and that the promoters have .,
doubt thut they will sccure this s
well as the ordinary and usual o
grant. They then proposed to ask fur
an annual grant of $30,000 per ye ir
for the term of twenty years on ¢x.
actly the sume basis and terms uy.
der which they secured a lHke sub.
sidy for that portion of the roid ex.
tending from Gladstone through the
Dauphin country to Winnipegosis aud
the Red Deer, except that In thiscase
and for this extensibn, the government
will retain control over rates anj
running powers. Mr. Davis, as stated
in his letters to the board, is anxious
that this board should endorse the
application for the subsidy mentioned.
ST. ANDREWS RAPIDS IMPROW i..

MENTS.

Owing to the fact thas during my
stay in Ottuwa my time was so fully
occupled in attending to matters ip
counection with the proposed changes
in the grain standard system, I hand
but slight opportunity to make any
Inquiries in regatd to the position w
which the offer of the city of Win.
nipeg to take olectric power from
the gevernment, on their constructing
the necessary locks and canals wn the
St. Andrews Rapids, now stands. jlow.
ever, I hud arranged with the Hon.
Mr. Sifton to talk over the matter
with him, but he had to leave the
city uaexpectedly two Jdays before we
left, and us twe were advised that he
would not retarn for some four dags
I did not tkink it necessary to re.
main at Ottawa especially for the pur.
pyse of aguain meeting him. In con.
versationy that I had with meuwbers
of parltament, I could not learn that
any action was being taken Ly the
government to provide a sum ia the
supplementary estiznates. The origln-
al estimates do not provide any sum
for the wwork.

PUGRE BRED SWINE.

I haa an interview with the Hon
Mr. Fisher, Minister of Agricuiture, on
the subject of the providing by his
department, of pure bred swie to
improve the stock 1n Manitoba. e
fnformed me that he had alreads con.
fldered the matter, and found it Im.
possible to accede to the request, hut
that he was arranging that one of b
stalfl shoula cndeavor to act as an in-
tcrmediary  between woula-le  par
chasers and sellers of pure br.d stock
ot ali kinds with the object ui-at such
persony might be brought together
without delay or expense to them-
&elves.

I gathered from his remarks «ha s
ldea was 11 2 sense to estuliish 8
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