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NOTES OF THE WEEK.

Mgr. O'Bryen sailed on Wednesday by the Peruvian for
Rome.

Ar _xhibition of presents for the Pope, vn the occasion
of his approaching jubilee, was opened at the palace of the
Archbishop of Paris on Tuesday. The display which is
very rich, includes gifts from the Count and Countess of
Paris, the Duke of Chartres, and other members of the
QOrleans family.

The programme has been made public of the ceremunies
attending the celebration of the Pope's jubifec. On Decem
ber 31st the Holy Father]will receive the membets of the
International Committee, who will present him with « gift
of 1,000,000 lit¢; on January 1st he will celebrate mass in
St. Peter’s; January 2nd he will hold a public reception
at the Church of San Lorenzo; on the 4th and sth he will
receive foreign deputations, on the 6th he will upen the
eahibition oF the gifts presented to his Hyliness, und on
the 1sth the Pope will canonize ten saints.

It is rumoured that the Hon. Edward Blake is being
pressed by leading Liberals to enter English public life.
A seat in Parliament will be found for him, and he will
be asked, it is said, to accept a place in the next Liberal
Cabinet. Mr. Gladstone, who is sensible ol what Mr.
Blake has_accomplished for the Irish cause in the
Dominion, and.ot his great powers as a debater, believes
that his entrance to the Parliament at Westminster would
be an occasion of great strength to the English Liberal

party.

The Daily News, commenting on Mr. Balivur’s Birming.
ham speech, in which he declared that the government
was resolved to proceed boldly and firmly in its course of
coercion in Ireland, says that the absurdity of Mr. Bal.
four’s supposition that he can suppress Ireland. is only
equalled by the absurdity of the supposition that the
Liberals of Great Britain will remain silent on the ques.
tion. If Mr. Baltour continues his present course the

The Tablet anovunced a short time ago that it was
authorized to state that the report that Lord Mayor elect
de Keyser, of London, had ceased to be a Catholic was
wholly without foundation. and that it had explained to
Mr. de Keyser that it accepted lus assurance as equivaient
to a contradiction of the statement that heis a Free-
mason. To this, the Tablet in its last issue says an answer
has been received from the Mansivn House, the essential
words of which are that **He,” the Lurd Mayor elect,
" luoks upot: Freemasunry as a merely chantable stitu-
tion, and, as such, he belongs to it, and he intends tu re-
main a member of the craft.,” In other wourds the new
Lord Mayor is not content to be even as those politicans
who sit upon a rail, but he will accomplish the more
astunishing feat of sitting upoun buth sides of the tence at
the same time. * Weare nut coucerned, ' adds the Table,
** to say hard thing of English Freemasuns, it 1s enough
tu know that Freemasonry all the wurld uver has been
condemned by the Vicar of Christ.™

The annuvuncement that at the Cabiaet Meeting on
Thursday last, it was decided after heaning Mi, Balfours.
report un the state of Ireland, that the cuming sessiun uf
Parliament shoul | seethe introductivn of a land purchase
scheme for Ireland, has since been contradicted. Several
schemes, including Mr. Chambeilain’s, ate saiud to have
been suggested, but no particulat plan ol purchase has
yet been decided un. It is safe tu say, that the submus-
sion of some scheme of land purchase s definitely
determined on, and that legislation of that nature vnli
find an early place in the Governmem programme. The
Government's uwn suppusters admat that it must submut,
and at unce, sume remedial measutes. The Spectator,
certainly one of the ablest aud most wfluenuar ot the
Unionist papers, realizing the difficulties of the Coercion
Ministryfand anticipating fresh dauger for it, remarks :—
“The strange power ol attraction which for sin centunes
has enabled Irishmen to make all whu came amoug
them, whether conquerurs w1 fnends, more lush than
themselves, is tapidiy at wurk and rapidly disorganizing
and degrading Eoglish upinion. It would be unquestivn-
ably wiser fur the Government to introduce a dand pur-
chase bill, if unly it be cumplete, and give 1t immediate
effect.”’, {

A

. 1

A



