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NARRATIVE OF TIE RED RIVER
EXPEDITION.~PART 11,

HY AN OFPICER OF THE BXURDITIONARY FORCE,

(remny Blackwaomlt for Jon )

[CO.\‘-‘I:.\-'I.'I'D.]

Tho only difficult and dangerous rapids in
this scction were on the Sturgeon River,
wnere eXtrenlo care is necessary in runming
theat A number of Iroquois wera perma
nently stationed there until all the troops
had gono vy, who took down every boat,
only ono being totally wreckod. It isa fino
sight to watch these splendul boatmen
taking a boat down. Four generally rowed
or paddled ; two others steered, with large
sized paddles—one in tho bow the other in
the steen.  The post of honouris in the bow;
and it was curious 10 see how their eyes
sparkled with fiory enthusiasm as thev ap.

i appreciate the full value of tho British offi.

proached the roaving, seething wat 13, where
the breaking of a paddle, or a false maove
ment of any sort, would send the wholo
crew to cortain death. They seercd tho
roughly at home at the niost trying moment
for thero 1s generally in all rapidas one par.
ticular spot—perhaps where some back
cddy from nrock tends to suck in every.
thing that approaches —that is the climax of
the danger, which if passed safely, the rest
is easy sailing. ‘I'ho intensity of the look
with which they regard the rushing water in
front of them, whilst overy fibre ir their

powerful frames is at its utmost tension, isa
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men and it is very questionable whether tho
soldiers of any other nation would or could
have gone thtough tho samo sumount of
physical labour that fell to our lot daily.
It is upon such occasions that wo loarn to

cer, 1lemay be idle in peace, but the very
samusetents of his idle  hours—boaling,
shoating, hunting, cricket &c., &c..—fit him
to slune when hard worlk has to be done, in
« manner that would be impossible to the
spectacled bookworm of iermany, or the
cafo-lounging flanencr of France. Our ofli
corz cartied barrels of pork and other londs
ou their backs liko the men; and the emu
Iationand rivalry between the captaius of,
companies, each being afraid that he should,
hepassedin thorace, soonspread toall ranks. |
You had only to tell a detachment that
some other company had dono a thing with
out any great effort to insure its prompt ex
ecution. Thero ave also called into play the
rivalry between the regulars and the militia.
I'ne latter wero determined that no mntter
what the former did, they wounld not be
beaten. The regulars were in front all the
time. Cne had only to tell them that they
wera mnking so little progress that the
militia complained of being kept back Ly
their slowness, to ciuse thom to push ahead
at any required speed ; and vice versa, if you
told tho militin that the regulars were run-
ning from them, each successive company
hurried on until those in the immediate
front were overtakon. Indased it may be
said that each detachment trod upon the
heels of the one Lefore it, all wore so ecager

thing to be admired, but not to bo deserib- | to get on, Atsome shallow places, the men
cd in words, nor oven on canvass. Thereis had to got into the water, and pull theiv
a mixture of extremo almost unearthly on | Loats nlong after them. Uccasionally it was
Jjoynment, alloyed with the roalizationof tha  necessary to uuload them partully or en-
danger to be encountered, in their expres. | tively, the boats being then run down the
sion, whichwe never remember having seon : rapids, or hauled over the shallow spots
in any face before, except in the counten- | inte deop water, whero they were re-loaded,.
ances of soldiers at the hott« st moment of a | their cargoes being carried along the banks
storming party. It bespoke the oarnestness | by the soldiers. At times it blew very hard
of men propared to dare anything, and who | from the west so that many detachments
gloried and revelled in the attendant dan.  were detainad ono or two days on some of
ger. | tite large lakes, unable even to start.

Our daily voutine was as follows: At

the first streak of daylight (occasionaily .
leng before it) tho reveille was sounded, fol.
lowe quickly by a cry of * Fort Garry ™.
from every tent or bivouac firo. This was

the watchword ef tho force, as * Arms, mnen, ;
and canoes” (* Arma virumque cano’’),
was the punning motto adopted for uz by,
our witty chaplain. Tents were struck and |
stowed away in the boats, and all were soon |
on board and working hard at theoar. We;
halted for an hourat 8 A, . for breakfast
and again for another hour for dinnerat 1 p.
m., and finally for the night about 6 or 7 p.
m. It was surprising after the first week's
practice, to seo the rapidity with which the

men cooked ; they quickly became most ox l
pert atlighting fires, cutting down trees, &c.
&c. The sun soon burnt them a dark
colour ; indeed some became ucarly bluck,
the reflection from the water havinga very
bronzing eftect upon the skin, Lhe wear
and tear upon their clothes was excessivo:
carryingloads on their backs toro theirshirts
and coats, whilst the constant friction from
rowing soon wore large holes in their trou-
sers, which being patched with canvass from
the iaagn in which the beans or ather pro-
visions had been carried, gave them a most
motley appearance. Leading a sort of am

phibious life, they were well nicknamed
the ¢ canvas-backed ducks.” Thisconstant
pulling was very monotonous employment ,
but we had a goal to reach, amd all felt
that every stroke of the oar brought us
nearer to it. The long portages wers most
trying to the pluck and endurance of our

I boats at overy portage.

A voyage W. by N, of forty miles across
Reiny Lako takes you to Rainy River, upon
the right bank of which stands ort Francis,
two miles from the lake. The leading ¢
tachment reached this post on the 4th of
August. They had done two hundred
miles in nincteen da,s, having taken their
Loats stores, &c., &c,, over seventeen por
tages in that time, and having made a good
practicablo road at all these seventeen
places, the troops in rear of them wseve able
to make tho journey quicker, as they found
amade road and rollers laid down for the

Fort Francis a ludson Bay Company
trading post is exactly due west from She-
bandowan Lake. Itisa collection of one-
storicd wooden bwidings, surrounded by
palisading.  Although dignified by tho high
sounding title of fort, it has no military
works whatever about it. The river bends
here 0 that immediately in front of the
placeis a very fine fall, about twenty-two
feet in height, from below which the broken
boiling, bubbling waters send up volumes of
spray covering the land, according to the
direction of tha wind, with a perpetually
falling rain, This, and the luxuriant feorlil-
ity of the soil, causes the banks nearit to be
clothed with grass of tho brightest green,
affording the richest pasture. After the
wilderness of water, rocks, and scrubby
wood that we had passed through, the sight
of cattle grazing, and of ripe wheat bending
before the lightsst wind frem the heaviness

of the ear, was most refreshing. Only a few

[Mancu 13, 1871.

acres worce uudor cultivation, although
thero was a cousidorablo cloarance; and o
large extont covered with bushes bore cvi-
denco to there having been here at one
time a good sized farm. There was o gar-
don close to the dwelling-house where
there wero pease, potatoes growing, and ap-
parently going to waste, until we arrived to
partakeo of them.

A mill for grinding corn had once existed
here, thero being sater-power enough on
the spot to drive every mill in Amorica, but
it had dusappeared. There was an air of
deony and neglect about the plnco that ve-

| sroko either poverty or want cf energy on
t

10 part of those in charge. ‘I'ie half-breed
race to which the oflicers of the ITudson Bay
Company at such posts generally belong
now, 13 extremoly apathetic—there is no go-
aheadness about it and in theso out-of.the
way localities the half broeds quickly go
baclk to the manners, customs, and modo of
living cf their Indinn mothers., ‘They live
upon fish as their Indian ancestora did, and
likke them have no appreciation of the value
of cleanliness or order.

By the rules of the Company, it is com-
pulsory to have at each post an ice house, a
garden and « few cows ; so they have them
but they seem to care for none of these
things.

The fertile belt of land along the north
bank of Riiny River is onlyabout a mile in
width, gireat swamps oxisting between it
and the chain of lakes which lies to the
northward. There had been a largo Indian
encampment here during the early part of
July, itbeing a great annaal resort for the
surrounding tribes ; but this summer, as
they expected our arrival amongst them,
they had collected from all quarters in the
hopo of obtaining presents. ‘They also wish
ed to appear lmgosing by their numbers so
as to enhance the value of their goodwill
towards us, and to impress upon the white
faced soldier how formidable they might be
as enemies. Unfortunately for the success
of their intentions, wa were not able to start
for at least six weaks after the timo origin-
ally proposed for our departure from She
bandowan ; so that as days wore on and
there was no sign of our arrival, the crowd
grow weary of waiting, particularly as their
supply of fish in the neighbourhood became
exhausted, there being 8o many mouths to
feed. Thoe Government had early in the
preceding winter sent a gentleman to Fort
Francis for the purpose of keeping the "In-
diaps of that district quiet, and preventing
them from being tampered with by Riel. He
had exerted his influence—which was con
siderable—to induce them to disperse, fear
ing that their presence might lead toa col
lision with the soldiery when engaged in
carrying stores and boats over the portage
on which stood the Indian wigwams. Ifis
persuasions, and taat most potent of argu
ments, an empty stomach soon caused them
to leave; so that when we arrived not meore
than about & dozen lodges remained, al
though their uncovered poles stood thickly
around, reminding one of the way poles are
piled together in o fleld at home when the
hops havo been picked.

Col, Wolseley had several ** pow-wows’
with those that vemained. A lideous old
chief named Crooked-neck, from the man
ner in which his head was set on his should-
ers, was tho principal speaker. He was
very old and very dirty, and, in the name of
his people, made most exorbitant demands
1 stating the terms on which they were pre-
pared to allow us perrianently to open out
& route through their territory. 'Lhere was
much difficulty in making them understand



