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Il<By cemparing tho statisties of 1859 witli Vhose of 1803> cmbraeing a terrn
of' four years, we find a aiin of twenty-four por cent. in the number of churehes
having stated sùpplies, and a loss of nearly five 'per cent, in thoso supplied withi
pastors; the gain averaging six per cent. yearly, and the loss of ene and one-
fourthi per cent.

Il1During the saine tern there has been a loss of ciglit per -cent. in pastors, aud
a gain of twenty-twe per cent. in stated supplies.'

II<Truly, if this is the pass te which things may corne, there is danger of our
boasting of our Congregatienalisia znuch beyond warrant. It nay bo, tlîat Lt ie
net always desirable that a pastemate should bo life-long; one change, and -per,
haps a second, in a fairly protracted life, may ho oxpedient, both for minister
and people. It may aise be, that sema of those vacant churcbes, as arnoig our-
selves, rnay bo srnaiff, tee sinall te sustain an efficient pi.storate. Dut, when
ôvery imaginable concession shall have been mnade, the condition çcf affaiirs which
the preeeding figures indicate, seenis te nme in a fea.Irful degreo Si'gnificant of cvil,
and prophetie of evil * It implies a sad spiritual deelension, and it nmust lead
frein bad te werse. Would we mighit sco such sa niveient against it as shall
premise an effectuai reforin. The pastoral effice Le assuredly of Divine institu-
tion. Virtuaflly te prescribo it, is te cendomun the authority which bhas given it
existence. Such a sin wilI net fail te bring its retributien.P

AME RICAN AND. ENGLISFI CONGIMREG ATIONALTSM.
One point in ic7kt he C0engregationalisrn of Mhe VMdte Stales fa a more soer,

the naine fzsdepenclent. 1 amn net sure that îît îs wiso uing that, but it dees se fur
a reaison. It admits that ne one Congregatienal church has authority ever
ather, and that s0 far, ail Congregational ehurchos are Independenat. But

Nçhen a church is disposed te eleet a paster, it is usual te ask the pastors and
churches ef the neighbourheod te express their opinion ia 1 council' as te the
fitness ef the Lntended ptoceedingys Thir3 judgment of 'council,' is net noces-
sarily law ; but the usage Le that. Lt eheuild be seught, and the feeliug is that
niuch weighit should be ceded to it ivhen given. The philesophy of this custoni
is, that as churches should study te be at pence within theioselves, se they sbould
study te ho at peaco with their neighbour churches. 2'/teir- instituitienal Iiide-
pendency is net te mnean, meral isoatioln, Witlt .qovermental eûieiieeyf ai home, il
beits (hent te cem/ine spiritual tinity abread. T143 wise p»eliy th1e .Newv England
Cozgirealionali hzave reeîved fi-r a ivise ance.stry. Ta enr .i.merican /n'ct/iren I
weuld say resjeclfly b.ut earnecstly-HTJad te it. Te oie- EnÜg/ish C'engregationalisis
Iwould say-aa and do Zikewise. But even in New England 1 nuitlti
eustenl is falling inte disuse. , itlti

PECUNIARY LIiPERzILITY.
"Greatiy te the credit of the A.mericau churches is the Iiberality with vwhich

they have sustained ail their religions and benevolent institutions during their
four yoars ef war. The Cengregationalists have berne their full share of this
burden, and bave berne Lt cheerfully. And, besides contriving te meet ail the
eld demands upen thoin, and even geing beond the old linxît, they have made
large contributions 8pecial te the crisis through 'which, they have passed. 1
scarcely dare trust myseif te naine the ameunt of the contributions that have
been miade te the Christin Cemmission te promete the reEious interest of tho
army; and te the Sanitary Commissien, designed te extend relief te the sick or
wounded, whether friand or foe. The uttor recklessness of human life and eof
human euffering which seemed at tures te, chriracterize, the 'war spirit in the
North, shoeked many English xninds inexpressibly, and the feeling thue
awakened led many te express repugnance te their war policy in streng terme.
But, if the whole case ho duly weighed, il, will bo seen, that for this dread
reaoluteness there was a reasen, and that under it there flowed a current of
Christian and humano feeling, deep and steady.»1


