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father violating tlîis law wvas s'xbjected to the grotesque pun 'ishiment of
being enclosed in a sack with a serpent (a dog, a cock, and an ape, wverc
added by Tribonian)ý and cast into the sea. Another constitution %vas
issuedl in 329 wvhich at first viewv seems rather inconsistent wvitli this
thesis, since it 1p rovided that any one wvho should purchase a îîew boni
child and rear it should hiave the full powver n)f l.olding and possessingy
him. And if the owvner or father desired to reco'ier it hie wvas obliged to
give a slave in luis steid, or pay the price at wvhich the preserver slîould
value the child. You wvill recollect that by a sale under the pal/-la
potes/as the liberty of til free Romani wvas îuot extingfuislied -only veiled
-and the parents or tiie person sdI:j ti!ght assert his liberty without
recompensing the purchaser. In the troubled condition of the 2.aPirc,
the people harassed ivithi the exactions of contending clairnants for
suprcmacy, the country devastated by opposingr armies, wvhen every high-
wvay and by-way resounded %vith the clashi of armns or the tread of
mnarching troops, fewv even of the benievoient would care to pur-chase or
collect sold or cxposcd infants wvhich migrit bc rcclaimcd at anly tirne
%vithout reimbursing the expense of nîjintenanrc. It wvas therefore a
wisc and benevolent provision for the security, of the hc-lpless, andl
î%'ould induce peirsois to purchas,. those that w~ould otherwise pcrish, to
give the righit of c wvnership to the purchaser. The child bougrht under
this law~ became truly a slave, but subject to the contingency of rc-
demption on payrnent of his value, or by the substitution of anothier
slave iii bis place.

A furthcr advance w~aq made two years later, (331') toward sLnuringl
children froni exposure. A constitution wvas issued in that 3,ear giving
to any o11e %vlio should pick up a boy or a girl cast out of hiome w'ithi
consent and knowledge of the fatluer or master and should feed ami
restore hiim or lier to vigour, the righit to retain imi or lier either ab a
son or daughiter or as a slave, without any apprehiension of bci:ug
recovercd. This evidenced great progress on the side of humanity, as i t
niadi- no distinction wvhether thue abandonnment wvas caused by, wvant or
p-.ý-ssed3 by no necessity. AU that wvas required w~as that the fatlier or
master should know, or wish, or require the act to bc done. And lie no
longer had the right, preserved to lîim under the former lawv, of recover-
ingr the child on paying for its maintenace. This provision w't.i neitlier
cruel nor unjust. Constantine thougi. - thiat the wicked practice of
exposing children w~as subjecting them to death, and lie wvished to deter
masters and fatFherý froin doing it. To poor parents lie hiad already-
(3 15) provided r-ncans of sustenance. He desired further to deter fatheris
and masters by the dread of losing the right of assertingr the freedoni of
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