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destroy the inftnious prizîciple which I outlitxed ils iny last
colussu, if. will nlot be ils vain. I shahl conltiinue to peg away lit
tlds abuse nutil, if possible, soute reforuiatory action takes
place, and I shahl therefore welcouîe, throughi your office, the
report of nuy such case as 1 liave alluded to above, i:1 order
tbat publicity inay be givc±n it and thiose assistiiig ils the work
1 have iu nîind. It is :aeedless te say that shxould aity of )your
readers furnish nie witli an uuofficial 1,ut accurate statcmcent of
tacts, it will be treatcd as confideutial, and %vill be used ils such
a insnuer as niot to idicate either counpauy or adjustcr, but
inerely for tlie purpose of illustration ndas ant entorcenient or
the idea I have ils naiud.

I have beia woaîderisîg during the past tvue weeks what
efliect the aujustig abuse lias liait upon the iîîsîniîîg public, ils
relation te eue pruacîple which I will prcsenitly rcfer to. There
is neo doubt thant a prin-aleait fuelinig i-xists that if ln tunfor-
tnisate assurer lias a loss, lie wçilI ils ail probability be swiudled,
and bis fricuuîs tiierefore rush to bis rescue sud seek te sur-
round haius %vitls all the iilacalthy influences of influence and
positioni, eveii, pc:haps, going e far as te post Isin ils tic best
înetlsod of niaking a claiml, sos tiat hîk dute <hserts niay be
rccogui..cdl, after lus clatu lias bccns ioubly diecouuted. Nu-
turally tUsure arises toc ont of iluis idea tise feeling ot uiutuai
reciprocity, for if it, is II A's " turil toilai if. will bu- Il ls" turii
to.înorrow, se the disposition as iiot ciii>- te cover Uip cxisting
tacts, but to preveait tlîe coinpany tronts asccrtaiiig tacts
wlaicl i uaiglit lead te a riglat disposition cf disioîîcst ami frau-
duleuit claiis. If the comîpaiîies baal nul. siifortuiîately earnd
seiiicwhiat of tlîe reputatiou I have iiflicateh by tIai unscrupu-
bous practices of thsese IlSharp Alecks,'~ I tlîiîk there wculd k.,
a greater dispositioni ois tlîc part cf the geuîcral public to assist
the conîpanies, ratier tlîaî, as nt prent existing, tis witb-lsold
and iii tvery way bloc- tIse efforts cf the caupanlies to properly
ascertaju both the cause anid effect of fires. The effuct of the
policy ina tlîis respect lias usxdoubtedly l>eci te asatigcîiz'e the
liest elesemits et the people, andu tliereby preveait the comiparaies
front obtainiug the assistance wlaicls tItiy slaould receive ilu tlxc
di-îerauiiiatiun et their liabilitics tîndur tlacir policy contracts.

Tliere is another effect mhlic1i I %voul like te po about,
but whicls I will defer uutil tlîe îîcxt issue, because tUsure are
one or twe inistanices thuat I desire te relate, but w-hidi tintîe and
space now forbid. The poinît I refer te is flie isioral influence
oni the peopule ot those ira pocwer ira persuadiug wvil tull> petjured
indiv-iduals w-ho ha% e suffcred tire c.1ainis tu re.sture b>- restitu
tion the fuiras %vro.igtrally obtaint-d. I mill tlierefore iinerely
say that, tbis eppcrtuîîity ill p)robably hi- affordedissue iii tlie
nmext issuc, 'tvlîeî eue fact wliicli las couile particsilarly under
iy nîotice this tçcek %ill be rccognizcd, together %vitîs Sonle
otlsers ina a sitillar straia.

Let the coîxipamies t:ake l'mld te tlîe inlen tIti-y cuiplo-, te
the imîans tlacsc nicii cuiploy, l-t conîfidence hi- rdcstoredl, aId( I
atn coulident tlic zauîîîber cf fratudulezît claims, ivichel I inct-r-
stand tItis ycar are excessive, %vill Iargely disappvar.

]FfNA2NCIAL ITEMS,

"Canadian banks during thie inxergency of hast
year dici xuch to iellp the balmks iii Chicago ini reliev-
ing tie stingcnc>- in that nxoney ixnarkct," according ta
the testinon>- of Mr. Laccy, Prcsidezît cf the " ]3aiker's
National Bank," iu that city. The frankness %ith
which si-veral pronimuient Axuerican aner have ne-
kinowlcdgtd the ser-ices of ourbaulks, h>oth iii mnaterial
help ansd as au exampllle, is hionorable te thellu, and
Iliglsly llattering to our hanlkers. such initerlntionli
amnenities have grent. value.

British silver dollars wvîll scion be iii circulation iii
the East, coined by the Iniperial inint, Bomxbay; they
will be largely uscd iii China and other places, where
bogus U.S. dollars have foulid extensive currency, the
operation of turxxing 50 cents worth of silver iute a dol-
lar haviing led to large issues of base coins. The U. S.
'rreasur>' cannot tell one front the otlher, so that it is
being inade liable to redeeni at par, at a dollar each, a
large mass of coins that oniy cost 50 cents to muanufac-
titre

Death of Mr. De Lesseps recalîs that i5th, Marci,
1 8S9, veuwork on the Paniama Canal vvas stopped
after $28o,ooo,ooo Ilad been spent with very littie to
show for the uxoney, the xuost costly pa-ct not having
b)een even çntered upon. This suin wvas $4o,ooo,oocs iii
excess of biis estîiate for the wvhoIe %vork. The te1eri-
bic exposure wvhich folhowed, showing that i bordling "
on a gigantic scale iîad beeri indulged in, slzocked the
financial %vorld, and sent the great engineer to prison.
The fail of this mani froni the pimncle of faine, to whicx
'his snccess with the Sue? Canal hand raised hiîn, to the
clgradation of ajail bird is unprecedented, and, for the
honor of a noble profession, wvill, wve trust, ever rernaixi
so-

Considerable scandaI wvas catised soutie inontbs ago
b>' the jute importations of several prouuinent firrns in
this city being seized by the Custonîs for wliat wvas
charged as fratidnlent undervaluation. The firuis iii
question repudîated this charge as groundless. The
case in brief turnied upon the extent to which a process
of uxanufacturiîîg could be carricd in preparingjute for
this xnarket, Uwithout briligilig it under the duty lix-
îîased au a marmulactured article. Tlie inporters stood
their ground, aud the case %vas carried to the E xche-
cjuer Court, wvhere, after hearing expert testinion>',
soîne of it by persous erigaged iu the jute industry iii
Scotland, Judge Burbidge decided thiat our inîporterb
hiad entered their goods lu confornxity with the lawv, and
therefore the seizure was not jnstified. We congratu-
late our fellow-citizens on this resuit, thougli eve neyer
doubled their havinug acied ln good faith as honorable
traders.

Cutting down governament expeuditures is a diffi-
cult task, as so niany vested interests are liable to be
interfered with. The following statenient, arranged
front official, figures, shoivs that the Quebec goverumnelt
lias made a creditable effort in this direction iii tlxon.
expenditures that are, more or less, controllable. The
table gives the total of these outlays lu 1892, With. tic
respective reductions mnade ii 1 S94, and the estimaied
reductionis in iS96 belowv those of this year:
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62,23S S,463
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75,379 59,369
160,086 369,455

$71,695 $453,744

Trhe total net deerease of i S96belov the total of i S92
is $ 1,142,073. We trust tic estimates w~ill be adhcred
to, as ecoîîoîny is the only way to restore the credit 01
tîmis Province.


