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AN UNEXPECTED APPRECIATION.

The Church Times, one of the lead-
ing organs of the English cstablished
religion, pays a remarkable tribute to
thie Joyalty of the Irish character both
in regard to religion and politics.
Irishmen o Canada will read this ar-
ticle with pleasure, not beecause itisa
<complinment to thar race but because
of its origm. They have too long beet
used to Jeft handed treatmnt,

With tegard to the failure of the
sccts 1o secure foothold in Ircland The
Church Thucs says:

Ireland here is i marhed contiast
to England; the Reformation never
really took root in Ircland to anv ex-
tent; it is unnccessary to discuss the
reasons why, but as a rule the ongne
al Irish all lield to the *'old religion, !
and hold to it still. They arc unanis
smous in their attachment to it — an
atlachinemy which has borne severe and
gerrible tests from the campaign  of
C_rgx_nwcll until the Emancipation Act
ot 1827 (1829—Ed C. R.} Hereas a
striking instance of the steadiness, the
tenacity of the Irish mind m the spir-
ituat sphere, it has never faltered,
wsver wavered m ats fealty  to  the
Roman Church for a dav, through eval
report or good report, through ail the
centuries  This firmmess shows  that
the Irish arc not a fhghtv, changeable
purposcless  people, as  sqme would
Have us suppose them to be. Noj they
are in no scuse carred about by every
Blast of vain doctrme: but quite the
contraty We are not discussing the
serits or demerits of the Romtan
Catholie Chureh in tlns article at all,
all. we contend for 15 that the oriral
Irish people love ler s their
spiritudl mother; thev have always
Jheld to lier, and always will hold to
hér, §f we can forecast the future from
thie past, with the most affectionate
€idelity.

The Irishman's religious loyalty
gives fixity to his political opinious.
Continuing the writer says: *The
JAtishman has in all great questions,
both rehigious and political, o single
eye and a single aim. His method of
action is collective and concerted. The
dfsmplme of the Romaun Church has
taught Lim that. He is, morcover,
patient as well as  perscvering  He
knows that a gencration is not a long
space or period in the lifeof a Church
or a nation, and therefore he is  pre-
pared to wait. There 1s an Irish pro-
verb which well expresses his mental
attitude. It is this: “Fhe first thread
is not of the piwece.’ His own  vast
.experience has tanght him this, as
Qater on he has oiten succeeded when
‘tist expericnces have only foreshad-
owed failure and defeat. The moral of
it all is that as regards defumteness
of .desire, perscverance in pursmit, pa-
ticuce under disappointment, and  un-
dying lhopefulness of ultimate success,
the Irishman is a far deeper man than
strangers take him for  Tlus view of
%im may be new to soms, perhaps to
many, btut we believe it iv founded on
Aact, and the more it is realized the
better.!

LI B

IRELAND IN WESTMINSTER.

Prof. Coldwin Smith, in this
wionth's North American Review,
strikes & note that will carry dismay
to whatever part of Mr. Chamber-
-lain's anatomy polite usage may call
his heart, when he says that any at-
Aempt: g reduce the Irish representa-
tion atWestminster would uaite.Uls-
ter with the South and make all Irish-
tnen a political unit, Prof Smith un-
derstands respectable English opinion
in regard to Mr. Chamberlain's blus-
#ér. The Tondon ‘Speaker, one of the
ewost reliable -publications in the
Ringdom, writes as follows with re-

‘. . 'ference to the Brummagen plan of cut-

. tifigg down Irish Parliamentary repre-
Sentation:
- “The fisst thing that strikes one
about this parucular agitation s
that it is a pucrile-expedient for deal-
ing with the difficulties that bave
proyoked it. Mr. Balfour has found
himsell>more than once thus  session
at-the metsy of the Iash Tarty, That
¥ fly, led by a pohtician whose su-

- . pecior i Parlizmentary toctics is not
%o he found, compact and disciphined,
boats of four or five.of the best speak-
-ets ‘jn "the Honse of Commons. Under
{Hese circumstances, it is not surpris-

- ing that it has séveral tines been able

to-get' ifs own: way, and more than
onceinflicted very severs Jumiliation

e e s,
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mystetious way draw  the teeth  of
this formidable paity, But we do not
thind there is wuch danger of e ex-
cuution o these threats, A Redistribu-
jnou il mvolves more trouble and
y gt than the present Govermment  has
lutherto displayed.  That the proposs
!al should be welcomed by the Union-
1sts 13 only another sHustration of the
hvpocritical nature ol thetr protesta-
tionz of allegrane ¢ to  the Act of
Umon, winch they are reaty to break
tor the convenence of ap Naglish
party.’
o e B

HOW IRISHH CRIME IS MANUPFALU-
TURED,

The English newspapers are discuss-
ang with frank  confessions of shame
for the nusgovernment of Ireland, the
revelations made to Parliament by
Mr, illon, and fully admitted by the
Irish Chief Secretary, regarding the
detective record of Sergeant Sheridan,
of Mullagh, County Clare. Sheridan
made a great name for hunting down
agrapan crimmals, but the Govern-
ment is now forced to admut that he
was the author of the crimnes humself,
in the interest of Dublin Castle. Mr.
Wyndham, Chief Sceretary, made thus
confesston in Parliament:

“Now, 1 have no hesttation in say-
mg that he Qid  procure the convie-
tion of tour innocent aen,** (Insh
cheers).

Even the liberal Imperialist Daily
Cliromicle has (o protest against what
it deseribes as ‘‘the atiocious case of
Police-Sergeant Sheridan. This, it
savs, is no new thung in the history
of Ircland. "“What 1s new is the cour-
age and honesty  of the Chief Scere-
tary in exposing the abomination and
wmfhicting the utmost possible penalty.
Scrgeant Shundan was a clever  and
unscrupulous  constable, who went
about scarchng for crumes, which he
alwavs discovered because he nstigat-
ed or magmned them fmnscll.”  Hig
system had 1cmarkable results With-
m a short tume Ie secured the arrest
of four nnocent men and tae  con-
demnation of three, and his aafivence
over other voung policetsen, accoid-
mg to The Dailv Chronicle, “wus so
great that he tempted them to pursuc
his methods.” In Lrimgmyg this case
before the Iousc of Commons Mr.
Dition maintained that many. of the
so-called outrages in Ircland arc real-
ly wstigated by the police, It is for
the police to clear themselves, or for
the Government on their behalf.

The Dasly News' deals  in detail
with the ‘‘sickening’ revelation  of
the tucthods of the Castle, as re-
vealed in  the exposurc of Secrgeant
Sheridan, “A young peasant, it turh-
cd out, had 'beenn sentenced to two
years' imprisonment for mutilating
cows.  He served his time, but the
outrage was the work of Sleridan
himself. A man named Ray was sent
to prison for three vears for sctting
a hayrick on fire. This was another of
i Sheridan’s conuvictions, and the Gov-
ernment compensated Ree, but the un.
fortunate mian  only lived for four
months after his rclease. Could any-
thing more sickening than tlus mside
view ot the manufactory of agraran
i erime be fmagined? Here is a voung
man who, as Mr. Wyndhani puts it,
goes out fo find a crime, and discov-
ers  1t, not once, but three times.
Sergrait Sheridan himsell committed
the crame in one imstance at uny rate,
Two of the tuun arrested arc convict-
cd, aftcr the usual  course of jure-
paching, and the best that the Irish
Sceretary can say for the evidence en
which the Courts despatched the &l
lered cow-torturer and the rik-burn-
er to prison s that at the time at
was not obviously false on the face of
1t. ‘Not obviously falsc’—but the jury
18 packed, the prisoners are not al-
lowed the benclit of the doubt, and
Sheridan's  reputation as a brilliant
and dashing officer is established.®

LR

MR. EDWARD BLAKE,

An opportunity to attack iJon. Ed-
ward Blake is very welcome to The
Canadian Gazette, published in Lon-
don, It rejoices-when a tea-pot gos-
sip like The Toronto Saturday Night,
tells the member for Longford that he’
is not a nice Canadian gentleman at
all. It is all the same to Mr. Blake
what The Canadian Gazette and The
Saturday Night think of him. His
hionesty and his honor are as much
the pride of the Canadian people to-
day as when he sefved  them in the
Parliament at Ottawa.

LI
FRANCE AND TURKEY.
However 1 tly we i

the part official France is teking
apainst the religious orders, candor
will not deny to the French Govern-
ment due recognition of its course to-
wards the Sultan. France is to-day’
.the only member of the concert of

that the real canse is {o be sought for
in the other nition rather than in
France, They cansot risk-the harard

Aavishies of His Eminence.

great nations that dares to protect its |
own subjects in Tutkey. It may bef.

would go on forever,” America has
slain her victim, but the ghost is cx-
tremely troublesome. Quly for-France,
whose hands  are free 1o “raise the
sword, Abdul Hamid conld feel that
lie might do just as he pleased with
Christians of alt nations and  thar
property.  Wheo the ountcome of the
preseut rnptase of diplomatic relations
may be none, of course, van tell The
Czar may tuduce his ally to aceept a
way out short of war. France ut
least 15 unafrasd of the Turk.  Apait
from what the diplomacy of the other
nations way desire, it would certam-
1y meet the fervent wish-of the umted
people  of Christendom to see the
French republic shake the wmonster who
now rules m € Llantmople out of
lis shoes.
o o o
AT IT AGAIN.

Cowplacent as usual when uttenmg
somcthmg counterfut  to the ouble,
‘The Toronto Mail savs’

Quebec's petition against the coto-
nation oath scarcely does justice to
the facts, It says to the British Gov-
crument:  ‘You persist in retamnng
in the formula of the Roval oath  de-
clarations which ate contrary to the
Catholic fasth *  As a matter of fact,
the British Government endeavured o
chmmate the obpctionable declata-
tions  The amended oath was, how-
ever, rejected by the Roman Cathohes
of England, because 1t retained the af-
firmation ol the Protestant  succes-
sion.  Scemy that the nation would
not consent to abandoning that fea-
ture of the vath, and that the only
possible change would please nobodv,
Lord Salisbury gave up the cifort to
modify the declarations. Possibly
modifteation will be agreed upon lat-
er on." *

From start to finish The Mail's re-
marks ave false, The Catholies of
England sud nothmg ol the kind to
the British Govermment: but on  the
comtrary every word said by them or
m thar behalf endorsed the fullest afl-
urmatior: of  the Protestant succes-
stm. The aunthontative protest sign-
et by Lords Stanmote and Llancalf m
its second paragraph stated that  the
Act of Scttlement affords “adequate
sceuritv for ths Pro.estant succession
of the Crown."

The Mait kuew this. And the ridicu.
lows thing is that in stating the con-
trary it apparently imagines the read-
ing public at its merey in regard to
feartung the truth about the events of
the day. The puper is very stupd.

A
ENGLAND'S CATHOLIC VORKING-
MEN, -

A scheme has been initiated by a
number of prominent Ronjan Catholics
to unitc the Catholic wéxkingmcn of
England into one organized body The
movement has received tlic hearty ap-
proval of the leading members of that
denotmnation, and in  a letter com-

ding the h His E
Cardinal Vaughan says that "“the idea
of umtmg the working Catholic men
of England it a league has been sev-
cral times under consideration. If a
leader were forthcoming for =uch an
arduous wotk, I should be more glad
than anyone to help and bless him.”
A conference will be arranged wn Lon.
don to give practical effect o the

o e G
CATHOLICS AT OXFORD.

Catholic names stand highest 1 the
list of the recent Oxford local exami-
nations, ‘No fewer than 10,091 can-
didates sat for the cxaminations, 6,
go7 of whom obtained certificates The
Iugliest position in the hionors lists of
boys and girls has been won bv Cath-
olic students. Charles 1. Royd, of
St. Ignatins' College, Stamford Hill,
stands first in the first class, whilst
Miss N. Sheridan, of the Convent of
Notre Dame, Everton Valley, licads
the ful girl didates with the
sccond place in the second class. Thé
exhibitions of £30 offered Ly the dele-
gates of local cxaminations to the
oy and girl candidates placed re-
spectively highest in the honors list
falls to these two scholurs It is
gratifying to notice also that thesc
successes are  well  supported by the
large number of Catholic students
who have sccured places in the hon-
ors and pasy lists.

Qe

THE LATE MR. BOYLE.
The Montreal True Witness mnotes
with satisfaction that steps have been
waken in Toronto to recognize the life

°,
>3

<

The Register has received Istters from
several quarters in the Provinee, inti-
mating that subscriptions will be
sent in as soon as a list has been
opened.
LRI
EDITORIAL NOTES.
Catholic Standard and Times: To’

‘what a depth of moral degradation.
lias the habitual recurrence of divorcs:

of a-war in. Kurope while thei own
hands are all"engaged ia-more oc:leas
desperate. domestic-tisks. Russia ~is.
sitesripiting the.Fisay, Uernany has

an the Goi:hm&mn&f. ‘nn’:‘ Balfour .1: pint T ay bas

‘patcatly thinks tiat 1tk goes to the § an ‘Wgaey in blaa. of Fol.

rouble of jutrodscing. aid catrying & ind, sogland ?E_mt yuea e,

Radiverivetion R A MR vome | viadvee apartid ULy ot
TRy et YIS '-‘ ’

duced the non-Catholic masses  here
when pat a-word of; peotest. 1 huaid
ajgingg the scandal ohan old sotard.
21,72 Putting away his wils of-mady
for o other. reavon but {hit Bef:

Yoars jot mo. other: réasou | kt et
san fo’

work of the late 3ir. Patrick Boyle.' |’

are sane or not, This particular exam-
plc’of the teibe had hecome fnfatuated
with g young and handsotue woman,
wnd il o jury of honest men had to
try lis case they might find no great
diffienlty in adjudging this fact to he
& proof of decided insanity The most
melancholy feature ia this ugly drama
is the readiness with which the at-

‘tentions of such a patrinrch were re-

ceived and e matter of-coucse fashe

ion in  which nuptinls  under such

shaweiul  circumstances are regarded

by that section of socicty commeonly

seferred to as “*the smart set.”
———mme

His Lordship the Bishop of Perth,
West Australia, has lately  rendered
signal service i defence of Catholic
truth  Carlvle's worh, **Heroes and
Hero Worship, in  which Cathohie
history and  Catholic doctrine are
coarsely and bitterly misrepresented
was made a text book 1 the Adela..e
Umiversity, and that fact commmg to
the hnowledge oi Dr Gibuev  he pro-
tested against the outrage m a letter
to the Umiversity authorities
verv il to the credit of these gen-
Uemnen that, m a reply from Chief
Justice Way, the Chamcellor,  Iis
lordslup was informed  that  “the
University has given effeet 1o your
tequest by noufymg that  candidates
tor the Ingher public evannnation an
November may substitute for Carivie's
‘Hetoes and  Heto Worship' Macaul-
av's 'Kssays on Clive and Warren
Hastings * This altareatine will, o
trust  ve altogether unobjectionable

[

The troubles of the Ring m regard
to the Catholic fasth wall be renewed
at the Coronation, The 1nng used on
this occasion is of pluin gold, set
with a large 1uby on wiidh is cugrav-
ed the cross of Si. George. By the
mas er ol the jewel-liouse st is handed
to the Archbishop of Canterbury,
who, placing i1t on the third finger of
the soveraign's right hand, says, *‘Re-
cetve this rng, the cnsign of kingly
digmty and of defense of the Catholic
farth, that as vou arc this day con-
secrated hicad of the kingdom and peo-
ple, 50, rich i faith, and abounding
1w goud works, vou may ragn  with
Hun who 15 King of Kings, to whom
be glory and honor for cver and ever.
Amea,”  The Catholic past of the
Eughsh people can  never be buried
out of sight as long as the Kingdom
lasts. '

—en

The advent of the Benedictine Monks
of Solesmes to  England, where the
ex-Empress Eugenic has given  them
a temporary residence will be of in-
;estimable  adyvantage to lovers of
pure Gregorian chant, It was orily last
June that His Holiness Yope Leo
X111, gave the scal of His authority to
the Solesmes chant  All scholars of
medigeval music are agreed thiat the
Gregorian Antiphonary of St. Gall's
was written at the close of the oth
century by Irish monks, who incor-
porated ivanv old Irish meclodies as
adaptations to the various Anti-
phons.  This Asntiphonary was de-
ciphered by Father Lambilotte, s.
J., but has been  more accurate-
iy cdited by the Bencdictines of So-
lesmes  in their “Paleographic Musi-
cale

U

1t 1s generally corroborated that
ity members of the Orders and Con-
gregations will go to Belgiun The
Jesuits, Redemptorists, Eudists and
others  have  bought property unear
Ghent, Alost, Mons, Namur and Brus-
sels, but it is denied that the Domini-
cans arc about to found a monastery
across the Belgic border  Somic of
the French religious have made stipu-
‘Jations about property in Belgium, to
the cnd that in the cvent of their be-
ing authorized to remain in France

they may be able to cauncel contracts
In the meantite, and while awaiting

the application of the new law, many
religious have abandoned their  dis-
tinctive badges, and wear the ordn-
ary ccelesiastical garb.

P

The Manchester Guardian discussing
the sesston of Parliament which has
just concluded says of the Irish party;
“They arc the twost perfect cxample
recent sessions hayv~ afforded of what
a small, compact party knowing its
own mind can do  From first to last
they have dorncinated the session ™

———

It is ansounced from Sigmaringen
that Faticr louis TLauer, Minister-
General of the Order of I'ranciscans, is

dead.
-
MR. HALI, CAINE'S “ETERNAL
cITyYy

There are, says The Catholic Times,
’in Mr. Hall Cainc's new vovel, *‘The
‘Eternal City,” points which require

forc heing subjected 10 definite crité
cism. TIn the first place, it will be
questioned whether his picture of the
Pope does not fall far slort of that
“majestic grand which bet to
the character of the present occupant
,of the Papal See, the greatest man of
his uge, whether we do not 1n fact get
.the impreasion ol-a weak and almost
vacHiating  Pontiff- vather than the
idea of ‘& man-of iron will, bofn to
rile, snch as His Holiness actually {a;

,.': %\’g‘-‘y\.’i &

& millionaire; ‘wid wdlt :
o, Sgther .m‘

% ~

I G ‘”w.gf%» - S
o e

In'the next place ‘the plan of repres.
stating the Pope & & roforméd men
. > . :

fadg X g I -k vay v

It s

closc cxamination from a reviewer be-.

against the Holv doctor's moral.teachs’

of the world, u widower, and the far
ther of the kero, Is likely to jar on
the Catholic  sense of roverenco  fop'
the head of the Church, Thirdly, ob-
cection will be taken to the pages
wherem the Pope is made to act  as
be would not have acted ith regard
to a confidenuial  communication.
Fourthly, the subliestion that the Jes-
uits have been  sceretly  wuxious to
form a league against the Govuernment
with the Italian revolutionists will e
regarded as an attempt to lend color
to a false charge. Fiithly, there arc a
couple of references to the persoual
appearance of the clergy whict wall
not mprobably be deemed a dishgures
ment to the book., ILastly, it will he
regretted that the claim to the Tem-
poral Tower has been treated as of it
were a question of Papal ambition for
a grent wor.dly empire and a hin-
drance to the alhance of the Churclh
and Democraey  rather than, as #

actually s, a mere demand for the
restoration of rights that have  heen
violated by force and fraud But the

recogmtion of amperfections will,  af
we may say so, ac swallowed up
appreciation of the noble spint which
the work breathes as a whole  Thoe
s a genmae love of wondertul breadih
and depth, for sutlermyg humanits re-
splandent faith in God and in the -
ture of mankmnd, a  svmpathv  with
Cathohic iduals, and a sensitivencss to
what the Churdh holds sacred so thoi-
ough as to 1endar it difficult to ima-
mme that Mo Hall Came is not one of
vuiselves, a heen msight mto ftahan
society and polities, and verv britaaut
eraftsmanshiy  The ook will  wn-
doubtedly e read with avidity bv the
public.

A NEW JESUIT SAINT.

A Rome correspondent describes the
solemn proclamation of the deeree in
Ui Cause for the beat? ncation and an-
amsamg of the Ven. Claude de la Col-
omtiere, 8, J , recogmane the heroic
degree ot bis virtues The decree  was
read by Mgr. Pamne, Sceretary to the
Congregation of Rites. in presence of
the Pope and Cardin.l Fexrata, Pre-
fect ol the same  congregation, Car-
dinal Jedochiowshi, Prefect of Propa-
ginda Fide, and Cardinal Gotty,, Pre-
fect of the Congregaticn of Birhops
and Regulars, The Very Rev. Father
Tonis Martin, General of the Socicty
of Jesus, was also present, and after
the proclamation of the decree read o
short address i which he thanked the
1loly Father for the honor paid to a
member ot the Order and for the Pon-
tiff's uninterrupted encouragement and
benevolence, all the more welcome at
a titne when the rclyous Orders arce
going through a period of great trial
and tribulation.  The Holy Father
bricily replied, expressig the joy
he felt at sceing anotlier patron added
to the celestial phalanx alrcady inter-
ceding for the Order in Heaven, and
alluding cncouragingly to the storm
now raging in LFrance ard which the
prayers of the Church, mulitant and
trivmphant, would, 1t was to be hop-
ed, soon dispel. s Holiness after-
wards conversed  long and affably
with the Verv Rev. Father Martn,
who was personally acquuinted with
the Pope's brother, the late Cardinal
Joscph Pecci, S. J. ‘The Woly Yath-
cr hrought the procecdings to a close
Ly bestowing Apostohie Blessing  on
all present and shortly afterwards re-
tired to his private apartments.

—

OUR LADY OF THE SNOW

The Rome correspondent of ‘Lhe
New York Freeman's Journal writes
interestingly on the devotion of Gur
Ladv of the Snow.

A stranger paymg a fiyig visit to
Rome at the beginmng of August
nnght be disposed to think that the
city is alinost cnpty. From noon un-
til ahout half-past tour in the after-
noon thoroughfares like the Corso,
the Via Nazionale and the Corso Vit-
torio Emanucle - now the principal
streets in Rome — arc as dull as the
streets of a village. Half the stores
arc closed, and in those that romam
omen the proprictors and their assist-
ants are dozing the hot hours quietly
away,

When the firce lieat begins to wane,
however, Rome takes on its usual as-
pect and  af the  stranger is blessed
with an  opportunity of witnessinyg
some characteristic Roman festa he
will very quickly change his first vere
dict.  As a matter of fact, summer
is the best time for observing the de-
votion of the real Romans, for it hap-
pens that most of the feasts i which
thev *ake special interest octur at a
time when the visitors have all left.
During the last week, for instance, we
have all  been  to the Gesu for the
Feast of &  Ipnatine, and visited the
roots where hic lived for many vears,
we have commanmorated  the memory
of St. Dominick m the immense Gothe
fc Church of the Minerva, and the
smaller nt more interesting Church
of Santa Sahina, on the Aventine; we:
have vegistered @ devotional protest
n the Church of St. Alplionsus, in the
Nin Merniana-against the shocking at- |
tacks that have fecently been made

Angi apd yesterday tens. of thousands

of ua paid a visit.to St.-Mary Magpé's

= S —
S’{Q\V.' Pilgrime during e Holy
Year will have hroughy away g
them a very distinet WEMOry of gy
Hrgest and  most tmagnificent
churchies dedicated to Onr Juay 101
At was one of Ahe four thlr(‘hch' mo:
it was one of the four churchis Pre
seribed for the Jubllee visus, Ame:l.
cars should have a special 1hterest y
this magnificent basilica, for (i ;w‘;
was  decorated  with the fast gold
that left Amcerica for Yuupe tour by,
dred years ago. Independently of
devotion, St Mary Major's wvays
inspires of the treasury of scared :g‘:
lics it contains, including the cnb 4
which Our Lord was born, of the
wealth of marbles and mosaics, of gt
Tauke's famous painting of Our Lady,
of the rich music there 1s a special dg:
traction in the evening service of the
titnlar feast.

The church was ereeted over filleen
centuries ago, on s part of the Fs
quiine which had heenn lounu covered
with snow on Aug. 5. This was e
sign given by Owsr Lady to a noble
Roman who desired to build a clurch
in her honor, and asked her to -
cale the site by a muracle The mom.
ory of the waraculous fall of snow hay
cver siee been prescived moa vay
poctical way. AH dunng Vespers 3
never-ceasimg fall of 1ose petals tron
the cupola of the magmhbeent  Borgh-
ese chapel, m which St Luke's M-
dotina 1s cnshrined, recalls the pro-
digy.

Untal the yeur 1870, when tne Ital-
wans cutered (b Ltermal  City, i
Roman Corporation was wont to of-
fer a chalice on  the Feast of Our
lady of the Snow to her church, a
new era then began — the tomb ol
the hetoes  who died for Popal inde-
pendence was descerated by the addi-
tion of a slab  describing  tiem as
mercenaries, religlous processions
pitblic weta forbudden, the cross  that
used to top the Capitol, where once
Jupiter reigued supremie, was reimove
ed, the schools were duchnstinnszed,
as far as possible, and with many
other beautitul  customs  that of the
yearly offermyg ot the chalice  disap-
peares.  Fortunately, however, a
Catholic society has recently revived
the custom, and yesterday the sacred
cup, deched accordmy to tune-honored
rite, i jessamune blossoms, was -ex-
posed on the altar dedicated to Our
Lady.

During the last weck, too, the de-
voutl Romans have given another proof
of their great devotion to Our Lady.
One of the characteristic features of
the Eternal City is the isnmense num-
ber of picturcs, statucs and shrines in
lier honor to be seen in the  public
strects, Before the  introduc-
tion of streat lamps  the
benighted  wayfarer's  only  gode
p lus  destination used to he
the httle hght burning before  these
shrinies. Kven still there are very few
stores m the older parts of the town
which do not contain their picture of
Our Lady or suiae of the saints, with
a light burning  before them after
after dusk. But if there are many
devout clients of Mary in the Jternal
City there are not  a few who turn
the balance on the other side by sac-
rilegious outrages Quite recently one
of these public shrines of Our lady,
under the title of  *Mary of the
Star,"” was robbed of its ornaments
and disfigured by unknown ruffians,
The mhabitants of the neighborhood

at once resolved 1o restore the dese-
crated shrine, Gifts and subscrip-

tions were frecly  hestowed for the
parpose, and the other day a solemn
service of reparation took place. All
thic adjacent streets werc prettaly de-
corated with festoons and strewn with
golden sand. An unmunse concourse of
people assembled  for the function.
Then occurred  a touching  metdent,
not uticommon in Italy when lionor s
bewg paid to Our Lady. While the
Bishop, Mgr. Gialdini, was placing a
crown on the preture a poor woman
ir_: the crowd took her solitery gold
ring from Ler finger and presented it
to the Madonna,  The next moment
the whole squarc rang out with unc

(3

great cry of “BEvviva, Marinl'* and
nuly an cye was mwoist with  emo-

tion” The feast lasted the whole day
through, and in the cvening all  the
adjacent streets were illuminated.

- . — D etr———

LO.IJNT TAAFFE AN IRISH PEER.
Count Taalfe's claim to vote at the
clection of Insh representative peers,
which is  now under the Lord
Chavcellor's consideration, is
probably only the formal one of iden-
tity. Though the Taaffes have heen
domxci_lcd in Austria upwards of two
centuries, their right as mewmbers of
the peerage of Ireland has never, 0.
far as we arc aware, been questioned.
. Should any duffioulty arisc at all,
it will probably be from the fact that
all Irish peers, before they can exercise
thair franchise rights, have to take
the oath o0: .al egionce; and the pres-
ent. TLord Taaffe, like so mdny of his
ancestors, is in the, Austrian service—
#n officer it oné of the dragoon regi-
ments of Emperor Francis Joseph.

He is the son of Count Taafic, the
Austrian- Prime’ Minister, who died a
few -years ago, and possessed of two
“finc cstates in Boliemia, as-well as @
town house in Vienna, The Irish es-
itates of the Taaffe family; says The
Outiovk, are, and have beens for gen-
rrations, a thing of the past. )
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