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fallng off in the character of wx religious dulged to o faulty oxcess this faculty, by|manding power and great flexibility 5 which,
tenchers, fur we are une safe n aftirniug which he threw such a spell over the minds though it sometumes breaks down, s geneenl

that, from the Refurmmtion downwards, there of haw hearers,  He, in fact, so rioted 1w wts
never was a prood when it several religious exercise, that some of the most beilhant of s
denounn wions present auch a brlloit plulonx sermons are one continued blaze of magmti-
of gitted pulpit miatuis,  Awong these, BMr, cent tautology, g mind, as Hall of Lewcester
Cairdd held a distingushed place, long before remarked, shewing incessant motion, but no
he became generally knowa as the author of progress, like a door turning upon it hinges.
“ Religton in Conunon Lafe”  “Ihe materinls,, Me, Caird, it must be acknowledged, sins in

however, for testing lus claims to lis high this reapect also, but not to the samo extent.,

popularity, were then somowhut scanty, being His images and analogies, too, ure never
amly denived from # the heanng of the enr.” vague nor shadowy, ns many of those conjured
Now ‘that we have a dozn of lus sermons,up by Dr. Chelmors were; nor ore they intro-
carefully prepared by lumself befure us, we duced at random.

estimate of lus puners as a Christian orator, the geveral positions which they occupy, that
and for Judgiyg how far he v hikely to retan pnstead of beng mere rhetorical embelhsh-
the Ingh place wlueh su this character he at menty, each forms a link in a close and com-
present holds. For ourschies, we thnk lus pact chain of argument or illustration.  Hence
position tolerably secure.  Doubtless, i pul- ke advances, where Dr. Chalmers would have
pit eloquence, as o other thines, fushions may [stood still,
chanze, and the style of preaching winch s, The trath 1, that the mental and moral
the adunration of one sge may havono at powers of NDr. Chalmers, though all of them
tractwns for anuther. Yet wo bohiose that largely develuped, never were properly pomed.
Mr. Curds serions have qualities wlich pro- And, therefore, in their exercise, they jostled
mise something better thun o fugitive popn jand interfered with each other, lus imagina-
larity, and ate fitled to secure them a perman tion sometunes runming away with his judg-
cnt place maong our rehigous ¢lassica, went, and his fiery passions as often leading
17t is ashed what these qualities are, our both coptive, It is not so with Mr. Caird.
answer 1, that they are substantinlly those His ntellectual, his jmaginative, and his
which secured to the late Dr. Thomas cmotional  development, are undoubtedly
Chahners his world-wide famo us . pulpt large; and in the volume before us, we sce
orator. Dr Chalmers’ strength and effee- |all these powers in a stato of busy, sometimes
tiveness ag n preacher were, we concenved, of mtense activity,—not, however, as inde-
wanly denived from three sources:—First, pendent, still less as hostile forces, but as

from that intense aud  burmuy carnestuess, cordinl allies, guided b{ a cool controlling
which enabled himn, by a kind of” mental clec-head : and such is the harmony with winch

tricity, to convey to the bosoms of others he makes them work together, that in reading
the vivid convictions of’ his own.  Second- ins sermons we can scarcely refrain from
ly, from the respectful deference pmid him thinking that some of them must have bheen

They all present well-
are n « better positun for furunng a correet dlefined forins, and are so skilfully adjusted to;

by all classes of his hearcrs, the most intel-
lecturl of whun he compelled to feel that in
Iistening to Aim, thoy listened not to o more
theologian of the schools, but to « man ore
thun their match in every hterary and scienti-
fic uccomplishment. * Thirdly, and more
especially, from the marvellous power which
an exuberaut faney gave him, of reproducing
in a thousand bellient forms and hues, such
ideas as he wished to impress on the minds
of his hearers; and of fustening on them
their undivided attention, till he not only
secured them a permanent seat in their in-
telleets, but, so far as human eloquence

could do i, made them wmstnsnental in st

g up the torpid energies of thesr consciences
and hearts.

‘These, beyond sl duali, were the quahities
of Dr. Chalmers’ cloquence, to winch Ins un-
bounded popularity and trimnphant carcer as
a pulpit orator were clnefly due  And they
must be very dull and unobservant hearers,
who, in listening to Mr. Caird. fuil to percerve
that these are the most prominent character-

thrown off, currente calamo, in those  bright
moments favourable to mental exertion, when
thought flows quick, and the spirits are high,
and winged fancies come i precious visita-
tions on the soul.” But such an iden, we
conceive, would be a mistake, The first
rough copies may have heen written in such
happy moments of iuspiration; but cach ser-
mon, we doubt not, in the form which if now
wears us a symmetrical, harmonious, and ar-
tistically blended whole, i8 the result of un-
seeinly excrescences lopped off, gaping chasms
filled up, and sharp angles smoothed mto
roundness by a hand directed in its movements
by the eye of taste, If the matenals of these
beautiful structures have been furmshed by
the poet and the rhetorican, we think we have
sufiicient evidence that the logician laid the
,foundation, drew up the plans, and superin-
tended the workmanship.

’ Perhaps, after thus adverting to the pouts
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of argument between Dr, Clinlmers and Mr.
Caird as pulpit orators, it may not be irrele-
vent to glance at those in which they difler.

1stics of hiz cloquence also. ‘The last of these [The most important of the latter are more of
more especially, the most captivating of them '# physical than mental character. ‘The coun-
all, bathes. usina flood of Light, all us dis-|tenance of Dr. Chalmers, in prvate society
courses. He uever anuounces an imnportant,so geniol and bland mn its expression, was, i
principle, nor states a weighty truth, to throw the pulpit, the most stohd that could be wel!
1t hastily aside. e dwells upon it, examines looked at.  His pronunciation was provincially
1t from every point of view; rausacks every|broad; his gestures and attitudes awkward

province of mnature, and everv department of
science. lterature, and art, in quest of illus-
trative images and analogies for placing it in
those lights which lis sense of its importance
demands~his mind, throughout the whole
process, ucting as u kind of kaleidoscope, at
every turn of which the object contemplated
assumes a new, brilliant, and captivating
form,

and grotesque ; his vowce weak and unmusical,
and his long periods pumped up from his
lungs in short jerks, and convulsive explosions
of squeaking gutturals. Mr, Caird is the
very reverse of all this. His elocution is
%ood; his personal appearance interesting.
very glance of his eye, every movement of
his hand, and cvery attitude of his body, are
instinct with expression. Aund all these unite

Dr. Chalmers, it is generally admitted, in-

in acconding the utterances of a voice of com-

so completely vuder lus control, that he ean
(adapt it at will to every varation in lus stile
,of address, frowm the simply  dulactic to the
wost vehement bursts of tnpassioned caruest-
ness,

i Mr. Caird duffers also from Dr. Chinlmers
Jun s treatment of the Fnghish Jangaage,
Tho Dactors style of composition” was cer-
tamly very orygrinal, vigorous, and fresh 5 bwt
lie set at defiance ull the recogmised canony
ol good writing,  [le comed ad tibitum vonls
of s own; he used old words and cumbina-
tion of words 1n naw senses, and while guoe-
mg out lus thoughts ma thythm pocuhurl?'
Ins own, he kept up a runmng fire of brisk
antithesey, epigrammatic  ponts, and Ingh-
sounding nliterations, to which no langs could
adapt themschyes.—not certmmly lus own,
Mr. Caird s cenurcly free from such fanbty
pecubnnities.  He s a therough auaster of the
English lavguage | and such 1s lus commnud
of its reh treasures and vanied idioms, thit
without one deyvtation from the wsus o arbi-
trivm of ats purest clussics, he finds gt a fit
exponent of all the moods of lus wnd,
whether the mtellect, the fancy, or the cmo
tions ask for espression. In lus hand, the
language i3 a many-toned mstriment of niar-
vellons power and compuss. It never fals
hi, Jet hum strike what key he will,

To this let us add,—what 15, atter all, the
crowning excellence of’ Mr Catrd’s sermons,
—that their subject-matter 1s a8 weighty as
their eloquence 18 brilhant.  \With all thewr
exquisite and elaborate pohish, of none of them
can it with truth be said * materiem superabut
opus.” ‘They contain not one sentence that 19
controversial m form. But they whu under
stand the drit and prevailing tendencies of
the age, in regard to religion and moruls, will
casily sce that he hns an eye to these, both m
lus selection of subjects and m Ins mode of
discussing them ; so that while some of them
possess enduring interest for their doctrinal,
experimental, and practical value, others are,
though mdirect, yet able vindications of’ Bible
Chnstianity agninst more than one class o
assaslants—against nfidels and sceptics, who
laugh at what they call n baok-revelation—
against those theologians vhio would jmprove
it after a plan of thewr own, by reading the
Bible with Germun spectacles—and agamst
others who tunk the Dible best wnderstovd
when studied in the light of ticdievid Rom w
ism, and thus lubour to transforin Christianity,
the rehigion of thic enhightened ntallect, the
renovated heart, and the self'sacnificing hie,
mto a superficiul, seusuous, self-seductng sys-
temn of formal nituslism and esthetic emotion,
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PRESENTATION.—On Friday, the Hith mst,
a deputation, consisting of clders and other
representatives of the congrogation of the
panish church of Kilmahe, wanted on the Rev
Mr. Clerk, their pastor, and m uuwe .ot the
congregation, presented bim with a handsome
pulpit-gown and cassock, v token of respect
and affection entertained towards hum by the
people among whom he mimsters.

Drarers or D.D.—The Senatus Academi-
cus of King’s College, Aberdeen, have con-
ferred the degree of 1).D. on the Rev. Andrew
Todd, inmster of Alvah, the Rev. Jus, Seilar
of Aberlour, and the Rev. Robert Sunth,
munster of the first charge of Old Maclas.




