
TRE CIIURCH OF BCOTLAND.

ë4e c-S iba4rj 54jao1.
LESSONS FOR APRIL.

FIRST SAMATIL.
SuBJeCi' :-I$rd' Piramiu'%, *ToAl 24: 14-

18. Golden Text, Joah. 24: 21. 1'xenfl in
class, Josh. 24: 1-25 Rtend eit home ai)d re-
fer ta in clase, 1 Kings 18:- 17 21. Matt.
6: 19-24. Luke 16: 1-1

Joshua feeling bis eand at hund smurs
the peole over wltom, Goti hati IInetil hlm,
and in whrn lite was îmn ieepiy ilitereetteti,
àlnd gives themn hie% parting wmrniag aunt 84l-
vice. The îiificittyhe Lad folinti withi them
was flot uawillingness ta serve .Jehovah. lbut
a tendency ta itcr-ve Hlm only outwsrdly,
and ta serve otber gotds at the malle Gille.

First, fa-ain the motath of the Lord. l'e re-
îninds them of tilt the gootd the Lord lito
dune theni ; tien on thut lie groratis is
charge, ifnow therefore ftar thte Lorîl anti
serve Hlmn in sinceuity anti tr;'tl, anti put
away the gois, &c." "Andi if it &cem es-il
ta you ta serve the Lordl" whl'oiy, realize
that you cannot bie Hie people at al, .and
choose mornie other whom yoa wiil ar-ve.
To hl'ep them ta decide aright Lie declarca
his own determinatian that hie anti hix bouse
saouid, serve the Lordt. The peoptle imme-
diateiy reRpontled, expressiag their al'hor-
rence of the idea that they shouid formake
the Lortd. and declaring their determinatiain
ta serve Hlm, who Lad donc ea great thiags
for them. Joshua aaswers in strange words,
ver. 19. The ineaniniz seems ta ho, you caa-

-mt serve the Lord if you continue as you
have been, hialf hearted ln the atter; Cati
will nat allow his people ta serve or worsltip
any other ; tIo not think Re wili wiak at this
or alaw it. to go uapunisheti: if you there-
fore do it Ne will turn anti testr-ov you.
(Explain ta the chiltiren the differenlce l'e-
tween the evil teinper which we now cont-
monly men by the word tijealousvI" ati
the holy mind of Cati whicl' wilt lot ailow
the horrible in. whicl' is aima the ruinous
injury ta ourselves. of ltaviag any other
gad besitie bim). See illustration in "TIle
King's Di-Jihway," cha>. 3. The iteople an
this declareti anew their deternination ta
serve the Lord, whereupon ,Tosliîna matie a
convenant with them . see ver. 22-25.

Hluman nature is the mane at all times.
It la the saine tenîieacy wliich is 130W one of
the great dlangers ta wl'ich mea anti chiltirca
in aur Chuirches are liattie. Not uawiiling
ta serve the Lord-like it, beauty of it,
music of wormlîip, ta hear preachers (camp.
&ek. 33: .30-3-9)attend Sabbath Schoai,&c.,
affords l':easiag excitemnent, gratifies natu-
rai religions cravings, silences cor.scieace.
affords a degree of comfort andi support and
hope of beli fr-ont Goti. Yet tends ta rest in~
mereiy isuperficial anti external, ta fesr the
Lord, anti y'ot serve other god (sec 2 Kinzs
17: 33). They like Godsà favour aend Rlis

w'crvie. tfl it ialcrfores tlt* otlSer desirea.
(Expitin what is spiritual idolatry. compare
Col. .: : 5. Taike 8:13. 2 Cor. .1 : 4. " God
of thit world." Thîts the mai apetacle of
chl jîren anti obier persans nominaily Chris-
tian. 'vet flot siricerely andi entirely serving
Chritst. tbrough love of pleasure, or of praise,
or or moaev, and thdm dotitIe 8errice iinpae#i-
b/e The Lord or other god, not bath, Matt.
fi: '24. Compare .Joshua " followeci the
Lord ?Vt/Î"We only dect'ive ourselves if
wo t>tiàk ta serve Hlmt with half our hearts.
N%''ltt. oniy reap digapipointmaent.

Varintis godes were temptations ta the
rtelites. Sn now, choose one. or choose

C0o1 alin. A CROICE NIUST 13E MADZE Catil
has a riglît ta mir service, but tisat service
must be the resuit of aur owrn fret'. intefl'i-
gent rhnin'. Mlny if brought ta this point
will ithrink with horrar fromn foreaking Goti,
iwha if flot presseti ta chooise will long con
tiniv- trving ta serve bath.

W/tir/t i the' be'st r/îoice? Jinslttla's antd
the peopèles, fi We wil/serivrt/,e Lard." Coin-
pare the services requireti, the profit and
lois ta ourseives, putting even at the high-
est the' aivantages of serving other got,
anti dietetIvantage of serviag- the Lord.
Tien the fRcts of the case as sepn in ordi-
nary experience. Here conilering the
tluration, compare Mstt. 16: 24--27, Luke
16: 19 -31. Whit'h i., the' rýqh rhire
Coxîsider Gotl's char-acter, Him relation ta
il«, Mis love and gooinete ta lim. Sa diii
Josliua, compare Rom. 12: 1.

NPVEarTY OF DECIMION. Must not lie va-
cillatisig ; caimiy consider, select, andi be de-
citied : compare Kins 18: 21, anti illustrate
l'y evil of vacillatiag in choice of a busi-
ne-q for life, ta course s af action, &c. It im
weli aften ta renew coasitieration and devise
neceRity for iimrediate dé/etsn, soaner the
haniier. Ps. 90: 15. Time in which ta de-
cie may l'e short ; awfiil danger in delay;
44now le the accepted time." 2 Cor. 6: 2.
1ii"'-trate b! examaies fr-n life.

Npgt'E'msirrv Foitni.c nLILYIeCLARiNQ. oun
rimnrr, compare.Matt. 10: 32,.33 ; Romans
10 : 9.

SECONM SABBATHI.
'S[:R'FCT :-The promaise br-oken. Jutiges 2:

11-16. (Golden Text, Ps. 106 : 13.
Tht' title, the promise broken, in nat;

atrictlv accurate. The promise made by the
precetias generation was tnt brolcen l'y
them. The promise wasi, "We wiil serve
the Lardl." ainti othey did. "Israel serveti
the Lard ln tht' days of Joshlia. andi ail tii.
9thym of the etiers thsat outiveti Josua.."
Thliqiwas a new generatian. Exodus begins,
" There arose "p a aew king which knew not
Joaseph. " Jild-es beizns. fiThere arose gsi
a n"w generation whit'h icaew not Joshua.."
Stili more sati, " Which knew nlot the
Lord " The generation which made the
n-ornis", sin f'%r f rom brt'alin- it, were par-
tieiarIv faithfui. "They sonn forgot hi%
weorks," does flot apnly ta them. On the
.nntrary, IlWe search the sacred history in


