THAL CHURCH

took place, to show how many places
were represented, and what the general
fecling was. It was unfortunate that
the Freneh brethren were not able to be
iesent, for both the National and the
hcc Chnrehes that represent the Pro-
testantism of France ave Preshy terian in
contitution 3 but a Committee was ap-
pointonl to confer with them and ascer-
1ain their mind on the matter,

Dr. McCosh fust spoke, submitting
the subject for consideration, strongly
advocating the formation of some such
Conncil. and sngaesting what its powers
and prcrogativcs ought to be,

Dr. Crosby stated that as different ob-
jections to the proposal would arise in
‘lifferent minds, he might mention the
only two that had oceurred to him, and
tow these had been answered by him-
seli. (1) The fear that there might be
sme compulsory effort toward an or-
ganic union.  He thought that the well
known Conservatisin of Preshyterianism
woub! gnand against any premature at-
tempt at that.  On the other side, it
ought to be known that the Unions
already accomplished in Treland and the
United States had added tenfuld to the
fervour and power of the Charches.
(2) Wonld there be any practical results
wom the convening of «uch a Council 2
The good resnlts of the Evangelieal
Alliauce Con'erence answer that.  We
see that the ‘et of Christians coming
together fron, various lands to manifest
their unity, (o receive information con-
cerning one another’s ways, thoughts,
and posi-ion, and to consult councerning
ammon tangess aud common jutereats,
mohe and are objects in the highest
sepse * practical.”

Dr. Knox of Belfast stated that the
General Assembly of the Ivish Presby-
terian Chureh had passed an overture,
after it had been on the table for a year,
unanimously approving of the proposed
Conneil.  He mentioned that th ve me
w Ireland  four - small  Preshyterian
Charehes in addition to the great body
represented by the Goneral Assembly.

Dr. Noble of Pittshnrel drew atten-
tion to the faet that the General Assem-
bly of the United States Church ap-
pointed a Committee last May, with
some such instruction as the following :
" Whereas there is substantial unity, and
it is desirable to manifest that which
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exists among  Churches holding the
Westminster standards, the Committee
are requested to correspond with such
sister Churches, with the view of bring-
ing about an Ecumenical Council, espe-
cially with the view of co-operating in
Home and Foreign Missionary work.

Dr. Cook of Quebue statea that he
had been profoundly fmpressed by the
accounts of the state of religion in Con-
tinental Burope. It would appear that
in many countries, Evangelical religion
was weak, and actually struguling for the
right to exist; all but erushed ont between
the t vo formidable foes of Romanism on
the one hand, and Rationalism or utter
infidelity on the other.  [le thonght that
in face of this fact we needed a wider
union than any that had been yet con-
templated

Dr. Reed, Moderator ot the C. P.
Church, said that varions good objects
woult be helped on by the Council,
such as, Transference of Ministers, Home
and Foreign Missions, Edueation for the
Ministry, and Sanctification of the Lord’s
Dav.  He hoped that something practi-
cal would be done at this meeting.

Dr. Matthews of New York, as repre-
senting the U. P. Church of the United
States, said that there was no doubt
that a Federal Union could be brought
about in cases where an organic union
was impossible.

Rev. Mr. Milier, of the English U. P.
Church. London, spoke as the represen-
tative of a congregation, fivesixths of
whom had originally been Episcopalians.
He said that the Chureh of England was
{lling to picces through having irrecon-
cilable principles and partiesin its bosom;
and that the great objection in the minds
of Inglishien to Presbyterianism was
that it seemed to them—if' not purely
Scotch—yet something local and con-
grexational.  Can we not open a home
for the Evangelical party in that Chureh,
by showing to them, in a manifest. form,
that Presbyterianism is universal in its
applieation and actual extent?

v. Simpson of Derby agreed with
the preceding speaker.

Dr. Jones, President of Treveeea Col-
lege, said that the Welsh Calvinistic
Methodist Church would look with fa-
vour on the proposed scheme.

Matteo Prochet of Geneva, Moderator
of the W:ldensian Church, said that



