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is lotit; ns, the shilp whichi rots in barbor is
jost ! Are' lit these souxs made for God's
-lorv? oxxgbt Blot cverv paer about tbemn to
(cluce to t/uit ? oh, wlîat lots of noble pos-
sibilities ululcss the>- (o ! What glory oughit
we Ia have rendered to God, wbat good to
inanl, wvhat knowledge and happiness to our-
selves ! And if' a soul't whole pow~ers and
energies are given to the icre supply of
NV:înlts that end upon a present liue andi woirU',
-ta the nmore earning of the daily bread.
iN tnt that soul a noble thing lost, a ncble
inxchinery whose power is wastud and P.unig
a.wav

Iiix ail tiiese senses, aud more, the Sai iour's
descripitioni of us is a sounid and juFst anc.
Each of us is Iost. M'e have inde.ed the
illeais af knlowixîg w1 at wvas the FiaViour'i
e-1pecial xneanixig whea lie spake of us as such.
IL shoul(l seein from the parables of the lost
sheep) and tic lost liiece of money, that the
tlîoughts present to lis mind were, mainly,
that we are lo.st, in the sentie ia mlîich any
uirecieus possession is lost when we have no
longer tic use o.ý ît; and tlîat we are lost, iii
theo sense that we have wvandered awav, and
by ourselves tiever will return. But in any
case, the text remîinds us of what the Blessed*
Redeemer did foi us iii aur iost estate. lie
came ta seek and save us.

Yes: Ilthe' Son of 'Mani came ta seek and
to save that wlîich was last." Wbcn we Nvere
lost, thl was whlat Ife did for us. Is it
uîccdful ta repeat that old story, that good
news whieh nover can he repeated too oltea,
but which, 1 trust wc all know and love so
Nwell, ofi how the blcssed redeemer came ta Uic
%vorld, and %vore our manlîood about bis God-
hcad, andI livcd and died ta save P Let us
try ta meet, a ditlicuity ivhich -,e inay have
heard naL unfrequcnitly statcd, and which at
the first glance appears ta Lave much wcight.
Caln it be believed, sav saine, wheni tlîey read
tsuth words as those of tic Lext,-ran it bo
bcliovcd tîxat Christ, the Creator and Pro-
xserver of cauntlcss wvorlds, would comne ta this
littie spcck in immensitv-,-m-ould live liere ia
hiuxan forin for three-and-thirtv ycaîs, and
hiero wvould t;ifeèr and die,-all '1 ta seek and
ta save that whicl wvas lost,"-all ta work out

the starry night yau look up at the glitter:ng
hast abovo rau, ard think of tîxcir incalcu-
]able nurnber and vastness, and remn-tiber
howî it is the creed af tho philosopher, and,
as saine have maintained, the fafth of the
Chritian, tîxat vaclh of tliese, gigaxîtic orbs,
amo.n- Nvbic' tlie carth is a, sand-grain, bas its
uîwn tccilinig popullation of rational and ian-
inortal life, do yau nat feci as the psalmist
feit wliîe 1,o said, in tho contemplation af
tlbat ,rand siglît, Il Wlîat is mani, tlîat Thou
art mndiol af hum, or tbe son ai mari that
Thou V isitest lîiniF !"Was it Nvorth the
;Saviour's %lhiie ta camne eown ta s0 littie a
%vorlfd, ta seek and sav.e a lost thing sa vers'

Yes, bretlîreni; reason nnd experience came
ihere ta confiran the teachings af Revela-

tion ; it is quite credible, quito ntural by ti,
verv make of ail things, that the Son ai Maxi,
Create.r of the universe as Ife mvas, shauld
"lcamne ta seek and ta savc that whicî %wa8
lasLt." By tic very inake and nature of tie
ulniverse, if a thing goes wvraxg, it becoxues ia
motter ai sjîecial intcrest. Suppose tuat
saine skiliul enigineer is watching the first
trial af sanie great, cam:hicated piece ai ma-
ciiery; suppose thot a hundred pistons ani
and craiîks axxd levers go riglît, but thot Ile
ses awoy in a corner same little liiece af
îîîachincry gaing wrong, jarring anîd strain -
ing; do oau think that the skilful meclifn-
ician will foir tîxe time forgot aIl the rcst of
bis exîgixie, and concentrato his attention on
thot little tlxing that is wrong, tîli h ba is gat
it rigblt? And even sa wve may thilik ai the
great Creator, as Ife looks upon the systemn
ai tbings playing beneath Him, turxîing aw.ay
fram- a million worlds, wvhere there is noa sii
xîor sorrow, Nwhere there is noa jarring of the
grand nîacbixery, and caming dawn ta this
svorbl, that la wrong. ta set it riglît, ta this
race, tixat is bast, ta seek nnd save !

Dhd nat the man leave tie niaety and aine
sheep thiat were sale, and give bis entire
thougbt and energy ta, the finding of tlîe oxie
thiat hiad gane astray! 'lhat sbeep bad been
an uanoticed uxnit ia a mass; it was singled
ont, it became af impoi-tancp, just b>' galng
wrong. A thing wbich neyer attracteci at-
tention ivhen gaing rigbt, aitea becames a
a maLter ai much intereat whexî iL goba Nyrong.
Some littie dotail ia yvour household arrange-
raexts,-some little nerve in your physical
framc.-you nover thougbt af it,-but you
are obliged ta thiink afi t now that it la jar-
ring an(l tingling. And doos flot tlie sick
niember of the famils' awaken more interest,
and geL mare care, than ail the reat put ta-
gretherP How saftly vau speak ta the dying
car; haw kindly yau claptî yn ad
how anxiouslv vou m. ten the dyiag lips;
bow lightly f' the foo..,teps round tbe dying
bed! 'You wcere kiad enaugb, perhaps; but
you kznowv you neyer were s0 careful in the
days of health and vigar. And have 've flot
_11 ceon touched taoe ow the special ca
and foindness of thie mother ai a bealtbiul,
hopeful famil>' centre on lic poor little do-
formed cbild,-tbat poor *ittle tlîing that
must face the toils aîid trials ai life at sa sad
a disadvaîîtoge? Aîîd even s0 may .Tesus
look upami tiîis dcfaced and deforw.ed %vorld:
tlîe poor abject amid a fair fainily of millions;
the ane, per.hapîs, in ail H-e made that icll'-
Or, ta take a fanîiliar instance, suppose a
merchant is balancing bis boks at the end
of the year; suppose that ia lus calqulation
tlieusands and thousands of figures are right,
and oanly anc is îvrong; docs lie naL fix lapon
the littlc error. aad labor and labor on t11W
Liii it is put riglîtP And even sa, ive nîay
Say, doos God hunt out thte error that ba$


