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TIiiEiE has been ýome beartburning within the usually peaceful and happy

f2a'ilY walls of Osgoode Hall, caused by the action of the Benchers in reference

tO the secretary of the La\,, Society, whose salary has recently been reduced and

his perquisites taken away. We regret this action. In the first place, the gentie-

'flan in question has been there for over txventy years. He has been faitbful ini

the discharge of bis duties. He has oftcrn heen overworked. thougb tbere bas

been no hesitation to provide, from time to time, assistance as the work grew.

The friends of the secretary do not pretend to say that he is xitbout bis faults,.

but they do say he is what be wvas when first appointed; and that if this be so, and
there be no specific charge against him (and we understand there is none), there

"S '0 reason wvhy bis salary sbould be reduced, except on the supposition that the

SocietY is compelled for some reason to reduce its salaries; xvbicb, it is said,

"3. flot tbe case. It may also be suggested that the Law Societv is not a nmercan.-
tule COncern, or a numnher of sharebolders wbose pecuniary interests must be con-

sidered, but is more in the nature of a club or body of gentlemen, wbo would, we

are iflclined to tbink, if consulted, regret the action tbat bas been taken. It,

Sersto us that there bas been a defective-system, and tbat this bas been

linappiîy visited on one not responsible for tbe defects. Whilst tbis is to be

depîored, we are sure that no one desired to do that wbicb was unjust, or even

h4xsb. Perbaps a furtber consideration of tbis view of tbe mnatter may result in

Mfaking some cbange in the present arrangement wbicb would be acceptable to
ail cOncerned.

TlA WAR is now in progress in tbe city of New York between tbe Metropolitan
TePbone & Telegrapb Co. and tbose wbo rent its telepbones. The latter have

Orgafljedý and, it is stated, are about to apply to tbe State Legislaturc for a

reduction of tbe compjmny's charges. The subscribers complain. tbat the system

ariOw worked is unsatsfactory-and any one wbo bas bad experience of New

YZork telephone communication w'Ill more tban bear tbis out-and tbey also con-

tenld that the system is intentionally inefficient, and is s0 maintained for tbe
Priva2te Pecuniary gain of tbe owners. Tbey, moreover, allege that tbe State bas

the rigbt to regulate the charges for tbe use of the telephone in Ah cases wbere

the sýervice is a monopoly, wbere public streets and bigbways are used, and wbere

teseicisosuhahaaertaitusbabeoeamteofec.it

~'tlf part of tbe community; for tben the plant is affected by a public use,
adthe Public is ipsofacto taken into co-partnersbip, and in either of these cases

he e v c s o u h a c a a t r t a t u s a e o e a n a t r o e e s t .

tePublic rigbt to regulatecbharges is as clear as thougb the owners of the plant


