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Editor of IL-coitw):

LEaU Sri,-Tire Gencrai Assemnbiy in June
fast ap)rinted a conrimitteeI to consi<ier

the whole qurestion of Urriforrnity in L>nhlic
WVorsirip" in the Preshyterian Cirurcir ini Cani-
ada, anrd report to rrext, Assenily. This Coiti
mittec met lin Montrefft on tihe 2(;tlr of Novemihabr
iast. 1 have becir reqluesteci hy tiieni to prepare a,
staternent regarding thrcir action in tihe maLter,
wvith yarrr kind conisent ta be laid before ail the
mninbers of thie Clittreli ini tire pages of tire
REni.:R

To prepare the wvay 1 issued a circular aoi Sep-
tcnrbar lst ta ail thec nreibers of tire Cominnittee,
asking Oient ta sein! nie their opinion regmrding
snch particular points as wouid nnturaiiy cone
under tihe notice of the Cominittee in terms of
tihe Assenibiy's remit.

The Comniittec consisted of 17 ministers mand
12 eiders. 0f thiese, 14 nîjîriisters and 5 eiders
sent replies more or less fuil. These show that
there is mauch interest anrong tihe menubers af
the Conînririttee in tis matter. They also show,
on the wviroie, a great dcgree of unanimity in
sent. ment ; while there is a diffécrence af opinion
very decided on sorte point, whvlicli undoubtediy
reflects corrcctiy, if flot proportionately, a likie
diversity of view existing anmong tihe mnruers of
the Chmrrch generally.

Iiu addressing tlhemselves ta the work before
thein, tihe Connrtittee were deepiy inipressed
withi tire importance af their tusk, connected as

inamry ministers preprrd services are usati,
takea fram at ieast four différenrt books. Th'iis
is miot desirahie; but it shiows te expeiliency of
iravitmg a service book prepnred, %irici nrny erve
as a, mrode), ao-, if tihe uirister and people prefer,
inay bo uscd on theie bolinîri occasionis. If tis
rs mrot done, î-ery soon an urîdesirahie diversity
wiii bc estalislied, tesidirrg semiousiy ta fiiterfere
witli tire eciificatiomî of mmarr asiipm- m
distraeting attention by tihe moveity af practices
irre ani thiere imtr'ocucedl. Ilow bast ta itieet
titis state ai tliirirgs, by providimrg wise guidance,
is tire q iestimr mraw ta be conrsi<ieme<i.

1. 'Tire tirst poinrt cmSuidered by tire Coinîiittee
%va,;: Wirat order of serv ice is nrost suitabie for
publnic %'orsip ardimrariiy on tihe Loi-dIs diy?
Tire lirrswers ta tis question.sirow virtuai umaîr-
iirrity, s0 far as tihe parts ai the service are cari-
cerrred.

Tire are, lrowever, difrîrces as ta the2
order ai tire parts. Thie answers in nrany
cases, gi-e tire order used by tire writcr; and wve
know tirat twa Preshyteries hrave prepared an
or-L'tr of serv-ice for tire use ai cangregatiaurs
witiniitirairbaunds. Tie ifrerences ar-pe nitiv
sucli as tirese: Sirali thec service hegia witir
praryer or a doxoiogy ? Wirat shall ho tire nuin-
ber ai prayers, anrd iraî slial tire several parts
off prayer ho taken up ? Wirere sirould tire
Lord's Prayer carne in-by itself or at tire close
ai aniother praver? Wien shiould tire, offerin-,
bc givem-hefore or after sermon I Wirem sirouid
pîmpit notices ho givenr? Siouid a portiorn froin
I troà tire Oid and New Testaments bre rend at

it is alikec witir fuidamîrental principies irr Divine ecdi service, nnd w'ire should they coulce'in?
worship, thie lristory ai the Scottisi churcires, lIn tire opir'ion ai tire Commrîhitec threre slhould
and tire directimrg anrd fustering of tire Chrristian he ira difficnîity in preparing anr order af scrvice
lufe in its outwvard expressions inr utitC(l wor- wirich siîoîrd ha gemreraily acceptable tirrougirout
shrip. Tlieir resîmamsiiiity tirey'satwtahe gra.ve ; tire Cimurli. It -as aisao throughit dit the ser-
anid they Nvere camrviniced tirat wiratever is. donc vice siramrid iot genem-aily extenrd beyond anc
must he darue iviti care, witlîout haste, and Nvitir liour arrd twenty iirruriiel; ratirar sirorrd bc
a proper regard ta tire usages of tihe pmist, sa as irarter. 'rie Canîmîittee, tirrfore, appoirrted a
ta carryw'itir tira Ciiruri Courts tire syrripairy, sulm-camîîmittea t.o praîmara arr arder ai service for
judgrwent and conscience af aur people gen.- gerraa use, umîdle-taring tirat santie parts
eraily. siraîuld ha ormitteci wlrere tire service reqîniras ta

Tire niateriai necessary for Lirc work is abuin- h- shortereu. Tr),(- Conrrrrittee aisa %vasirrstruct-
cant. Otirer hlcforrrrcd chu'cires, as %vell as, tihe I ed ta sec tliat a roirer pi-oportiari of tirne be as-
Scatei Circir, froni tire leforinration ta tire sigrrad ta eaci part aiof srp
prescrit day, have given inucir atteirtimr ta tire t2. 'Iha sar'rrd clttlt ion lirart r-efercnce ta tire re-
proper camduct ai pc blie %vorshrip) and ia par't isporirsive oedî ra aiilrohiriate portions ai
tirereof îvas overiaoked, as is apparerrt fra'r tire 1Scriptirre irle andible r peatition of tihe Lord's
Iristory af tihe several cirurcires. 0f laie, imterest Ilr'ayer Imv tire j1eople aee-Ormîpanyirugn tihe mn
in the question iras heeri revived iii S-otiaird, andi te-r, aNo ai tire Apoqtle's; Cm-ced, anid tire readinig
tire associations ai tire Establiihed, Urritèd-( 1res- plllhieivý ai tiraTe 'l'ami ('anrirramrdmnerts. Somre ob-
byterian, muid Froc Cliurcimes, ]lave. iii tireir pribli ject ta- resîramîsive readimrg as imucirpatibia witir
cationîs, donc ainiast ail tirat is retiircul ta set tire inteligenît uise ai Sciipture, anrd ofLen tenld-
tire question befare tire Cliur-cîr iii cicar ligimt. inrg ta dcstroa its semise. Tire audible repetitiori
Besides tirese, severai1 surahl books hrave hei ai tire L-sPrer tv.ts gemreriiy approu-ed ai;
writtetm, fuliy and freely (iiscussimg tie subject. ai-so tire use ai tire Creed aid tire lemi Comimnîamîd-

Lt is adnîitrcd l'hat in Canlada tirere is miil mrrents froi, tlne ta tirrie, partioniiariy lin coriec-
diversity ini practice, especimnliy ini carrmrectiamî tiair %w.itl tire ab)servairc ai tire LorcU*s Suppcr, as

witiî tihe dispensatiori ai tire Sacrziînremits,. ]i3v : Nas tire usage ai tire Cliurchi in former tintes.
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