
transforins into p)eptones, a proltîct uniinently assimilale. Tlhesc

«etnssIl possess some of the chemical characters of albuminoids
they give, for initance, %vith nitrie acid, a yellov precipitate of xantho-

proteic acid, but they, have lost the property' of coagulating under the
influence of heat or acids. lesides, Mien an albuinioid substance is
injected into the vztins of an animal, it is foutin again in the urine, but

it is flot so with peptones, which are absarbed into the econonmy, and
of which no traces ire found in1 urinie, a l)roof that they, have been

thoroughly assimilatcd.

So far, feculent and albuinioidl COmpIIounds atonie have undergone

the action of digestion, fats are initact. But whien once it lias beeni -x-

I)etled from the stomach, the atiiînentary bote, softened, modified,
reduced to the state of pulp, meets in the first parts of the smali initcs-

tines, another juice supplied by a glanid called the pancreas. This fluid

uilays in digestion a considerable role. Its ferment, " the 1))aflcreatiiie,"
possesses t le property of completing the digestive action which began
in the buccal and gastric cavities. It modifies not only feculent and
albumiiinoid compoutids, whichi escape the action of saliva and the
gastric juice:, but it pussesses besides thc exclusive power of digesting
fatty substances. I)e(resnie, who made a carefut study of the properties

of pancreatic juice, attributes to thirce distinct ferments the threefotd

l)rol>erties I have just mientionied ; Amy/a»si;u' %vould hi.îve the charge
of converting, starch into sugar ; Steapsine would favour the emnulsion of
fats ; tastly, Mypuewould dissolve atbuinoids.

After having undergone the action of pancreatic juice, thîe aliments

start on their tva)' through the snialt intestines. As they progress, their
consistency increcases, %ifle in the meantime their mass diminishes,

owving to the greater part o>f themi beimg absorbed by the chyliferous
vessets. 'l'le excremIentitioub portion traverses the large intestine to bc
evacuated per amillm the absorbed portions î,ass through tUei mesen-
teric glands to the thoracic duct, and are finally poured into the left
subclavian veini, wliere they are niîxed withi the Wlood. They %vill hiere-
after belong to that regenerating ftuid, which enters every organ,
throughi the circulation, distributiing the nutritive principtes to every
tex'.ure, and becoming the source of everv secretion.

Gentlenien, in my quality of physician and hygienist, 1 do flot


