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the most characteristic of the familv. Its wood is so valuable
that possibly it has become extermi nated in this Jocality. It

ought to be replanted, especially in the large parks at Rockeliffe
or Britannia, or if the Governmeat provide for a National Park.
It appears to be spreading on Mount Roval Park at Montreal.
No douht the fruit would be appreciated both by squirrels and

bovs. The bark of this tree is characteristic and peculiar. It
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breaks up into oblong plates, the ends of which curve outw ards,

while thev cling at the centre. This peels off easily, hence the

name, shell-bark or shae-bark.
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(Including the Birches and the Hornheams.)

Of the Birches the most ornamental and therefore the m
valuable are the cut-leaved and pendulous or weeping variet
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Of the Ironwoods the Hop Hornbeam. Ostrya Virginiana,
isthe only species, so far as T know, that is represented in the city.
There is one on Gladstone Ave. near Metcalfe St.. and several n
Major Hill Park on the bank overlookine the pond. Itis a tree
that is more conspicuous and beautiful in the winter than in the
summer, although the peculiar hop-like strobiles on the terminal
twigs may attract the attention of some. But in the winter,
one, then the tinv graceful birch-like
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sessile, and very short in proportion
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and when standing .11 al

twigs, tipped with bunches of two or three upright catkins,
appearin .':H“hvirnnn\'-?.p;,m}-, The trunk also is characteristic.
It gives the appearance of strength. The bark is grey and split
into numerous partly exfoliated strips, much narrower

and
tinier than on anv other tree.




