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NOTESý ON SOME OTTAWA VIOLET'.IS.
13y JAMEtS M. MAcOLIN,

\saL Naturnlisi, CC.Iu iSrvey of iCanilda.

hie"Manual " %% riter,, thic coinpilur.. >f local lists anid
American botaniý,ts in gencral %verc ,atifl tc> lump into one
species-onci '.iricty in fact -the several fèirns of %vhat for so
man), years liad bci kr'>wii as w/*0.1iltulla,, or 17~ pahuiala,
var. cucu/hzta, Canadian botanists have fur more tlian a quarter of
ccntury, known that this "species " or '-vîricty " included many
spccies and made repeated attcmpts to induce the rccog-
nized ««authorities " to at least difféentiate a nuimber of varieties.
In this they werc uniforinly- unsucccssful. Dr. T. J. W. Burges,
made at London, Ont, a spccial study of thc violets of the cucul-
la/a and sag-it/ta( groups, Dr jas. Fletcher at the 'iame time
studied the violets of this vicinity, and Prof. John Macoun
thirty, years ago nutcd on his herbariurn shects the charactern
upon wvhichi several of the ncwv Catnadian species are fou.nded
Other Canadian botanists have done %vor< on simnilar lincs.

The trouble in Canada wvas, and is, that none of our libra-
ries, public or private, contained ail the nccessary books, mono-
graphs and revisions. When Canadian botanists discovercd
what they thouglit to be a new species they, lad but one course to
follow. The specimens must bc sent to some botanist in the United
States or Europe and his decision wvas final. New discoveries
were almnost without exception given the names of wvell-known
species. There is but littie doubt that iii one or other of the
herbaria of the aIder Canadian botanists most of the species
recently described by Dr. Greene have been separated froin
V cucullata.


