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theap, yet efficient preventive against dry
voty which his Majesty has g aciously com-
manded to be taken into considerat.on, may [
beg to know when, and m what manner, it
will best suit your convemence to eanter into
communication with e, on this lughly inter-
esting discovery. I mu t bag to premise that
the meaus aie so immediately within the pro-
vince of the Naval Departinent itself, that
they may be made availuble without delay,
and that without any expence of moment.
For the same 1eason it will he obvious, that
as the public departments can alone mate.
rially protit by the secret, so they themselves
must improve upon, and cairy inlo effect, the
information I am enabled to affoid themn on
the subject. I have alrearly entered into con.
sidemb{e detail of the 1esults of an experiment
made many years since, in the high quaiter
whence the command to give attention to the
subject matter has issued. To 1epeat here,
therefore, will be unnecessaty. I merely
state at presenty for your information, as a
scientific officer, that it is my fullest convic-
tion, when you shall have asceitained the se-
veral propetties of the preventive in ques-
tion, you will at once admit their claim to
consideration.
I am, Sir,
Your viry obedient servant,

1reut, 010, 020d Rest
The Surveyor of the Navy, &c. &c, &c.
Admiralty, Somerset House.

(Copy. No 6,
1) Admiralty , Somerset House,
August 27th, 1833.
Sir,—In reply to your l.tier dated yester-
day, upon the rubject of a remedy for dry rot,
I beg to express my readiness to hear what-
ever you iuay be desirous to relate, on any
day, between three and four o’clock, except
Saturday, when I shall probably be absent,
1 2m, Sir, your very obedient servt,
(Signed) W. Syyonos,
s &c. &e. &c.,
Farnbam Royal, Bucks.

(Copy.) No.7. .
Langton’s Cottage, Farnham Royal, Bucks,
. August 28th, 1833.

Sir,—1 beg 1o acknowledge the receipt of
your nolc of yesterday, in which you eap css
your readiness to hear, on any day (save Sa-
turday) whatever I may have to relate on the
subject of dry 1ot.  Dud I infer that that note
impiicd a desire for immediate personal com-
muaication with me, I shionld niake it a point
to set out for town tmmediately; but as I do
not arrive at such inference. it appears to me,
that at this carly stage it might be unneces-
satily taxing your {ime and convenicnce to
request an nteivicew. befoie I shall have en-
tered into the fellowing preliminary obseiva-
tions,

I think, Sir, I stated in my letier of Mon-
day the 26.h, that the n.cans of accomplish-
ment lay so withia the conl.ol of the service
by which the temedy is to made pincipaily
available, that they alone can have access fo
the requisite matter. It must. therefore, be
abvious, that hefore the Government is in pos-
session of iy cure, I must with all due sub-
mission beg to informed if any, aud what
compensation will he, by the auiholritics
competent to the tender, deemed an cquiva.
lent for the transfer of the imyportant sccret,—
it being cicarly understooid that such compen-
sation shaill be awardeds only in the event of
the preventive being effectual.

Having alieady stated my conviction, that
as one thoroushly conversant with the effects
of cerlain poperties in timber, yon will be
inclined to adinit the virlue of my specificy it
will be unnecessasy to add that it is the finit
of practical experiment, and not a1 inere theo-
vetical speculation.  In proof whereof, 1 be
to state, that sene deal which had been ex-
posed to the influence of the matter in ques-
tico, and was subsequently theown away as
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ulterly worthless, was afterwards used 03 a
fence in a situation patt cu'arly subject to
damp ; notwithstanding which, at the expira-
tion of upwards of twenty yeais. it was found
to be periectly hea thy, having outlived two
suceessive removals of cak, and other firme:
but unprepazed woods, within that period,
Other evidence, equally conclusive, of the
efficacy of the preventive, I shall be ¢nabled
to afford when the conditional pledge of com-
peusation shall have been given. DBut the
true va'uc of the discovery will. I repeat, be
made obvious to you from the imoment you
are in possession of particulars ; and Govern-
ment may, without delay, and at little or no
expence, proceed to the trial,
I am, Sir,
Your very obedient servt.
bacut. 1.1 92ud Regt.

——————

The Surveyor of the Navy, &ec. &c. &«.,
Admitalty, Simeiset House,

No. 8.
Admiralty. Somerset Honse,
August 29.h, 1833.

Sir —Ilaving been desited by ny Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty to receive
any communication which you might feel
desirous of making, and heing instructed to
forwa.d your viewsf they led to an experi-
ment, I intended to have referred you to the
officers of Woolwich Dock Yard, who would
be ordered to attenid to your sugzastions,

Many schemes and ploposaﬁ; on the sub-
ject of dry rot have been before a Commiittee,
and these are still many othess waiting their
reappointiment, to scrutin:ze, and to repoit on
the prohability of succe:s. )

In reply to that jart of your note dated
Yesterday, as to the probable compensation
which awaits such a discovery as you allude
to, it successful, I apprehend that the period
necessary to ascertain the full effect of your
seeret, would be remote.

I am, Sir,
Your most obedient servt.
(Signed) W. Syxonps,
5 &c. &e. &c

Surveyor of the Navy.
Langton's Cottage.

(Cepys) No 9.
Langton’s Cottage, Farnham, Royal, Bucks,
August 30th, 1833,

Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of
your letier dated yesterday, wherein yon
stata that had my views on the subject of dvy
; Tot lcd to an experiment, you intended to have

referred me to the ofiice's of Woolwich Dock
. Yaid, who would be desired to attend to my
, Sugsestions.  For this preof of personal atien-
. tion” to my plan, I beg to thunk you, It
would have been a source of inuch gratifica-
tion to mz, to have heen enabled to enter,
with s Little delay as possible, on a trial of my
1emedy, in strong presunption of the virtues,
of which I feel assured you will readily
concur.

But, Sir. when it is taken into considera-
tion that the n.cans are wholly within the
contro! of Gevernment, and that the first step
I should pursue in the affairweuld be the un-
. avoidable committal of my secret to the low-
' est labouser in the works, it must be obvious

that it would prove the height of indiscretion,
;inas far as concerns my own inteiesls, to
; Blace that sceret at the mercy of whoever

might choose to benefit by the commonest
" powers of observation, and upon whose con-
ccalment 1 could have no possibie claim.

In the cvent of disclosure to yowself, under
the guarentet of compensation by myv Lords
Commissionens of the Admismaliy, or whateves

. department of the Navy in which such power
is vested, the case is widely different,  OfF
" course, where no assmance of the sort Le
given, I can have vo claimy but when it is
permitted to me to reposc npon a pledyed
faith, and 10 feel sersible that the guarntee
l for my own personal interests lics in the con-

(Copy.)
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ditional promise of an Honorable Board, nuy .
course of action is plain,

What, therefore, I piopose, unler the very
pecu iar circumstances attendant on my re-
meJly in disti.ction from all others, is, that
pledge of such compensation as may be deeme
ed adequate to the possession of 2. secret of
such vital importance to the interest of the
Navy. shall be given me, with the condition
that such pledge shall be binding only in the
event of the preventive being found wo:thy.
“I'his being afforded e, I shall at once pro-
cced to the commun’cation of my sectet, toge-
ther with centain facts in evidence which cgne
not fail tosnow that, if any cure be cflectual,
this must, .

In conclusion, that it may not for one mo~
ment be imagined my object is to throw any
expenses consequent on the trial off my own
shoulders, upon those of Government, I'beg it
may be distinctly understood, that all shadow
of such jinpression must inevitably be dissi-
pated from the moment the properiics of ths
preventive aic duly krown and appreciated.

I am. Sir,
Your very obedient sesvt.
Lient, 1P, 0920 Regt.
The Surveyor of the Navy, &c. &z. &e.,
Admiralty, Somerset House.
No. 10,
Admiralty. Somerset House,
Sapt. 2, 1833,

Sir,~—1In reply to your note dated the 30th
of August, I can only refer you to the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty, with regard
to the pledge therein required for remunera-
tjo1, having myself no authoiity in such
matters,

(Copy.)

I am, Sir,
Your verv obedient servt.

(Signed) 1V. Syatoxps,
Surveyor of the Navy.
Licut. y &c, &2, &e.,
Langtons Cottage,
(Copy.) No. 11,
Laungton’s Cottage, Famham Rayal, Bucks,
Sept, 24, 1833.

My Lorps,—Having been referred Ly
your Lordships, througa the Sccretary to the
Adminalty, to the Surveynr of the Navy, on
the subject of a cheap and efficient remedy
against dry rot, which had received his Ma-
jesty’s gracious command toba taken into con-
sideration 3 yet, being unable, from the pecu-
liar circumstances connected with that re.
medy, to take any primary step without ex-
ceeding risk to my own interests, unless
your Lordships should afford me the’ protec-
tion of a guarantee of compensation; I have
been under the necessity of communicating
that fact to the Surveyor of the Navy, wha,
ina reply to my letter, received this mom-
ing, refers me to your Lordships on the ques-
tion of pledge, he himsolf having no autho.
rity in such matters.

As to the best mode of explatning to your
Lordships the veiy peculiar position in which
Iam placed, I have judged it expedient to
tiansmit herewith, a copy of my communica~
tion to the Surveyor of the Navy, which has
clicited the 1epir 2lluded to, m that do~
cument it will be apparent to your Lorsshiy,
that while others, who have submitted their
remedics to the consideration of the Honore
able Board of Admiralty, have been enabled
to preserve theit seeret intact to tho close,
mine labours under this pecoligr disadvantago,
that it must necessarily be open to obeervas
tion from the moment of its adoption.

Hasving thus ponted out to your Lovdstips
the very embarrassing position in which I am
placed, T can ouly add. that it is with becons
ing deference I submit o sonr Lordehips,
whether the remedy [ edffer Le not anc of suis
ficient moment to justify tay expeetation thot
assurance of such compensation as may bo
deemed adeguate, will Le granted me by your
Lordslips, before I ezn pemsibly divest wysell



