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ENGLISII IN THE SCHàOOLS.*
Bv A. G. Citoss, B3.A., B.C.L., A])VOCÂITE,MOTE.

The first point at which legitirnate criticisin may take
ex 'ceptionto existing methods appears to be the undlue pre-
dlominance accorded to text-books and fixed subjects of
study.

Pupils acquire the maistaken notion that ail that they are
to learii is to ho grotten out of some book, and almost any
sort of an interrogration at once sends them upon the euquiry
as to what is said about it in the text-book.

We have become a readiug people, so mucli so that the
practice of conversation lias largrely gone into disuse. There
seems to be almost nothing of sustained conversation in
family circles. A relie of the practice secms here and there
to survive iii the eveningr meeting at the villagre shop-keep-
er's store, which may deserve to be perpetnated as a source
of possible intellectual stimulus. lu our elementary schools,
however, attempts at havingr the pupils try to grive expres-
sion, in the reciprocal way presuppostcd in conversation, to

* Second part of a paper read before the Tcaclier.3' Convention lield in Sher-
b)rooke in October, 159$. The first part appecared iii the December nuinher of the
Rpc QII».


