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GOOD PAY TO AGENTS.

Agonts wanted in ove villum.town and township, to mako
[ thorou(h oanvass for tho Runar Canaviax. Liberal induce-
menu Work to commmence at once. For full partioulsrs ad-

0. BLAOKXTT ROBINSON,

8 Jordan Streel, Toronto. Pudlisher.

LETTERS on business should always be addressed to the
PUBLISHER; while communications intended for snsertionn
the paper. or relatma to the Editorial department, to ensure
prompt atlention, must be addressed to EDITOR RURAL
CANADIAN,

The Rural Canadian,

TORONTO, DECEMBER 1sr, 1882,

\WE welcome Mr. Kells to our columns again.
His contributions on the Wild Birds of the
Dominion have been read with interest and
profit. A goodly instalment appears in this
issue.

LOSSES BY TRA ’VbPORTAI'IO N.

The statistics of casualitics by the trans-
portation of live stock at sea, a3 returned to
the Privy Council by inspectors placed at the
landing ports for American and Canadian
cattle, show that last year alone 8,721 were
hoisted overboard, forty-nine were landed
dead, and 472 reached their destination so
much injured and exhausted that they had
to.be killed at the place of landing. In the
period of twelve months 9,242 animals were
either thrown overboard or died from exposure
or injuries received on the passage across the
ocean. These are suggestive figures. It is
only & question of time when the shipment of
live animals, for slaughter on the other side of
the Atlantic, will be mainly superseded by the
shipment of dressed meat. If the methods
now employed for doing this are not altogether
satisfactory they will be improved and per-
fected until the requirements of this traffic
are fully met. When this is done, the losses
in this important and increasing traffic will be
comparatively light, and, at the same time, a
great impetus will be given to other industries
in this country that attach to the slaughter of
beeves.

THE TILSONBURG SILO.

The following from & special correspondent
of the Globe will be interesting to many of our
readers, especially when read in connection
with an editorial on the same subject in the
RuraL CaNADIAN of a month ago:

To a dairying or stock-raising country the
question, whether or not the silo is & suc-
cessful method of preserving fodder corn or
clover, is of great importance. Mr. Tiltson,
whose silo was built summer before last, says
it is a perfect success—and in his case it is no
longer an experiment. Fodder corn, which is
grown very extensively throughout Oxford,
is stacked in the ficld, and becomes bleached
and dry before being fed in the winter, and
it is said loses very much of its original value.
It is claimed that the silo system, by excluding
in large measure the air, preserves the cornin
a green and wholesome state, and so much
more nutritious that cattle fed on ensilage (en-
gilo-age) receive more nutriment from one
hundredweight of the stuff than from two or
three hundred weight of the stacked corn.

of fourteen feet, and beyond that they are
double-boarded for four feet and filled in with
sawdust, The area enclosed is 24 x 30 feet,
divided into three compartments, two of them
opening through doorways into the third,
which opens by a thick door into a sloping,
cement floored passage, up which the ensilage
may be wheeled to the cattle. The silo con-
tains about 240 tons. The corn to be siloed
is cut greon about the first of September, cut
up by a forage cutting machine and dumped
into the top of the silo, where half a dozen
men and & couple of horses trample it down
firmly as it is thrown in, When the silo is
filled above the level of the stone wall, e num-
ber of board frames closely fitting to each
other, and to the smooth wall of the silo, are
laid on top and covered three feet deep with
earth, The weight of the earth further com-
presses the ensilage, so that it sinks four feet
before December, when the silo is opened, and
becomes so compact that it will cut off' clean
and solid.

When the ensilage is to be used the frame
nearest the doorway is lifted, and the ensilage
is taken out at the top until a sufficient quan-
tity isremoved toallow of clean cutting inside
the doorway. Sixty pounds per day is fed to
each cow. The beasts are said to like it, at
any rate they appear to thrive upon it. The
ensilage is a little sour, and a visitor to the
silo says that last winter he noticed the cows
pawing the stuff and smelling it for some time
before they would eat it. Mr. Tillson, how-
ever, says that only a little of the most ex-
posed ensilage becomes sufliciently fermented
to prove at all objectionable to the cows, and
that the animals really relish the food and de-
vour it eagerly. The floor of the silg is cov-
ered with cement, as all silos should be, but
the general character of the structure is much
more expensive than Mr. Tillson considera
necessary. This one cost 8800 ; he says half
this sum should construct a good silo of equal
dimensions.

THE STEP-MUOTHER.

On this subject we find the following just obser-
vation floating round in tha columns of our ex-
changes: *It is time that the sruel prejudice
against step-mothers should die out. Novels do
much toward fostering this feeling; but gurely
writers should now be wiser in this respect. Cold-
heartedness and oppression toward the children of
one who has preceded her in heart and home are
no doubt at times to be met with ; but caunot
many households tell another tale—a tale of love
and gentleness, and mutual affection and peace ?
And cannot, too, some homes tell a third story,
where the sufferer is the one who is looked upon
as an interloper ? Are there not cases where a
man, whose hearth has been early desolated, and
who is left with little ones whom he can not look
after, with & heart still yearning for affection,
brings home some warm-hearted girl, ready to
pour out no stinted measure of love on the
motherless ones ; and what do he and she findon
settling down to their daily life ? That foolish
relatives or ignorant servants have already
poisoned the baby minds against their second
mother, and that her efforts to win their affection
and trust are blighted by the unholy influence
that has been wielded. Ané when other little
children comes, tuo often,instead of being welcomed

{ with brotherly or sisterly love, they are greeted

Mr, Tillson's sxlo is built in the basement of with feelings of bitterness and jealously. And
his barn. The walls are of stone to 2 helght | yot many homes are held togethor by the step-

mother alone. Wo might tell of sickbeds watohed
with all a mother’s devotion; of dying hours
soothed with all a mother's faithful solf-forgetful-
ness ; of tho young spirit sinking to the grave,
olinging with fond affection to the reprosentative
of that real parent whom it was soon to greet in
the epirit land ; and we turn with just anger from
pictures laid boforo us as falso as they are ill-
judgod. Lot us hopo that this vulgar prejudice
may soon be unfolt among us.”

EAI?LY ME’N

The Agricultural Gazette (Liondon) says that he
who intends to succeed in agrioulture must bo an
early man, early in rising, ea ly in getting in his
orops, early in reaping them, early in meeting his
men, oarly at fairs, early in markets, carly at
howme, and early to bed. The youth that cannot
rise until he is ¢ ealled,” who will not get up when
he is called, who comes down to breakfast in
ombroidered slippers, aud can not move out-of-
doors until he has had his pipe, may be a * good
fellow," a gentloman, and manyother good things,
but he is not going to succeed as a farmer, orin any
other rural occupation. He has mistaken his
calling, and is bimself a mistake.

There is much in that good old Saxon word
t early,” continues the Gazetts, It is the early
sun that ripens the corn; the ecarly bird that
catches the worm ; the early eabbage that catches
the price; the early lamb that makes the money ;
the early chicken that pays the henwife ; the early
gooseborry that commands the market ; the carly
swarm that makes the honey: the early sown
bariey that pleases the maltster ; the early rack of
wheat that attracts the miller; the early peas
that pay the rent; the early potstoes that fetch
the money ; the early shepherd that fattens the
sheap ; the early carter that pleases his master;
the early farmer who growe rioh ; the early house-
wife that kesps her maids; and the eanrly maid
that keeps her place. Earliness is the true road
to success, and the fact that so fow succed in the
race of life is because so few can shake off dull
sloth and rise early. There are some avocations
in life in which early rising is not neccessary, but
they are chiefly of the kind to which another wise
saying applies, that you can not ' burn the candle
at both ends.

BOOK NOTICE.

Tue CoMpLETE PoULTRY Book. A Manual
for the American Poultry Yard. By C. E.
Thorne. (Springfield, Ohio: Mest, Crowell &
Kirkpatrick.)—Every department of agricul-
ture shows a marked advance. The days of
hap-hazard have gone for ever. There must
now be accurate knowledge and practical
scientific methods adopted, if farming is to be
successfully pursued. The work, whose title
heads this notice, supplies all that is needful
on the subject of which it treats. It is what
it professes to be, “The Compiete Poultry
Book." It is profusely illustrated by clear,
accurate, and tasteful engravings. The chap-
ters on diseases of poultry, especially fowl-
cholera, will be found specially useful, as will
also those portions of the work that relate to
the cure and management of fowls.

RENTS in Scotland still continue to fall. A
large farm in Berwickshire was recently relet
at 83,000, after having for many years com-
manded $4,650. This is & reduction of about
thirty-five per cent. The conditions of the
new lease are said, in addition, to be very
liberal.




