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Ais far as nature is cancerned, one ai the
inest and prettiest partions af the gobc is
[citddln the Philippine graup ofIi slands.
These Islands, numbering same twclve hun-
died or marc, are ail mauntainaus and ai
varying sizes, tram tbree bundred miles long
-the lengtb ai Luzon, the largestIlsand-
t0a ofcw yards, as ln sanie af the smaliest
încky istets. The archipelaga Is situated a
tew degrees north of the equatar, la the
pacifie Ocean, off thc southeast corner ai
Asia, the chef City Is b- .nila, witb a pop-
ulation ai 300,000, wbite the Populat ion ai
the catire group is mauiy millions.

Paverty, wich brings suffcring such as
occurs in Europe and America, is unknown.
The cold bas no terrars, for It ncver cames
here ; the climate la tropical, and claîbing
is ooly necessnry ta caver their nakedncss
and nt ta keep tbe body wram, and tbe
bouses are bulit with a view ta shade and
net ta ward ail the irost ; as for fond, that
is plentiful and cheap enough. A man aeed
only wrc a few days ln thc montin eantrer
ta provide binseîf and bis famly witb ail
tbey nced ; the resi ai thie be may sleep
and amulse biniseif. As a resui, the peo.
pe are indolent ta a degrce, and wlli net do
more thon tbcy are absalutcly comipelled.

After a brief reference ta tihe depressed
commercial condition ai the islands owing ta
the avarice, oppression and mismanagement
of tiltSpaulsb officiais, tbe article goes an:
The reliRiauS anid moral condition is net a
wbit beiter iban the commercial. Roman
Catholicisin is supremc, and n ther system
is permitted , by law ail are ChrisliaLns ai
the Roman persuasion. Churches are every-
where, and thcy are for ani away tbe besi
buildings ia tbe place. Thse finest in Manila
Is that of the Jesuits, whicb is mast band-
sotaely consttucîed and fitied tbroughout
with the bardest and niast expensive wood
and marble, all exquisitely carved. It tank
twelve years ta complete, and must have
cosi over $s,ooo,ooo. In the ciy af Mansla
the Romnanists bave fine schools, la which
some 2,000i boys and girls are taught, and a
liberal education s given theni. la con-
nection witb the schaols there are a fine
observaary and a muscum. The scbools
and tihe work donc in connectuon witb theni
stemis ta be abaut the only gond tbîng the
Church docs. Evcrywhere cisc is seen its
blghing band, and even in the schonols the
training is af sucb a nature thot the yautbs
are abslutcly ia the bonds af the priests
net only white tbcy are under instruction,
but through life. No English newspaper is
publisbed, and every item af news pubuîsh-
cd in the Spaish papiers must first bc sub-
mtited tetatchbbsbop for bis approvai.
No Protestant service ai any kind is per-
intted. à. mairiage service bctweca two
British subjects ini the cousulate was the
cause af a gond deai ai trouble. I vas ask-
ed nt ta go ashore in ciericol dresa, because
%bc priesis and officiais were se blgoted tisai
il would ccrtainly arouse suspicion and pro-
vote inquiry. During the Soun ay wc were
in port 1 conducted a service on board and
preacbed. Sanie people tram the shore-
Eglishmen-carne aff ta worsbup with us,
and sald afîerward that that was the first
Protestant service held in thc Islands snce
they bad been ibere.

Te ltusîx aie haw lutile bas been donc for
the native Indians, it is only necessary ta
s%? 11101 a few milles irom the settlement îhey
arc savages, mea and wamen going naked,
and are witbout instruction. Spauisb sol-
ders go îbrougb tbe country, shoot down
those wbo oppose, pass on, leavlng tbings
even worse than tbcp werc, and cal h
goverament. Thse priesîs alone arc wealthy,
Owalag ailtih best praperty, and thep ;>, t'
are free ta do as t bey please, alîhougb in
reCeu ears the powens et the arcbbisbop
have beco curbed a littie; pet even to-day no
crgo may be workcd in banbor an feast
days witbouî bis speciai sanction, and n
Music is allowed la any bouse or at any port
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after ten p. ni. except with his permission;
and, as staied abave, the press Is muzzied
by hlm and at bis mercy.

The most excliag iMoture ai life in the
Islands seenis ta bc the great Manila lottery,
iviase tickets arc sold througbout the Eiss.
There Is a monthly dirawing ai prizes rang-
Ing tram $80,000 ta $5- As the time af
drasving cames near there ls a rush for
tickets, and rich ond'poor campete exctecl-
ly for the prize. Thse governon and bis bigh
oficers arc preseot at and preside over tic
drawlag, îvhichb brings in a monthly revenue
ai more thau $20 ,ooo, for tbe lottery is a
gavernnnent manopoiy. hIt s satd thot were
It net for the lattery Spoin wouid, thor-ugh
taability ta nise iunds, tic compellecd t dis-
pose ai or abandon lier coiany.

Tise condition of these Islands aflords an
illustration ai wbat Roman Catholicîsrn cao
do wbea le(t ta itseif, and aise indicates
what lt will do If it ever obtains tht upper
band and power in aur Protestant lands.
Tise resuit sa far Ia thc Philippines fils a
very dark page. Look ai the lîst : o -reat
gavernient gamiag institution, teachiag al,
bath young and aid, ricis and poor, ta
gamrble, and plocing before the people an
oiial example ofaun vii lifeofai tnhealthy
excitement ; trade stîfled ; extotOn thot
wauld niake a Chines e mandarin jeolous;
liberty dead -, conscience desîroyed ;ptess
muzzled ; oppression ai thc people ;Gad
and rigbteousness unkoown ; a bignied
Roman Catbolicism tilumpiont and waik-
ing rougbsbod aver all-tbis is an uninviiog
but truc picinre ai ibis dark corner ai tic
eartb niocteen ceaturies atter Christ came
bringlag ligit. Is this ta continue forever ?
Is neot the lighî al the pure Gospel ta shine
bere and scatter tbe darkncss ? la net the
Word ai God ta tic given ta the people ? An
attempi bas been made. Four pears ago
the British and Foreign Bible Society sent
an agent titre, and wit i hlm weni a con-
vcrted ex-Roman Cathalic priesi. Tht lat-
ter was pramptly killed, being poisoried, sa
lt Is confideniip sîaîed, by tbe priesis ; tbe
Bibles ai the agent were confiscated, and lie
hiliseli barely escaped witb bis lofe. Christ's
army seems ta have been defeatcd. No
otbcrattempt bas beco made. WhoVisall
avenge the Christian missioary's deatb by
taking tht Gospel ai lave and saivation
tbrougi Christ ta these wbo sa much need
sucb o message ? lu wili te a difficuli and
dangerous undertakiog, and more tban one
messenger will doubîlcas be called upon ta
loy dawn bis lile for tic Savior wbo died for
the world. But such terrors have neyer
hindered the onward matchi of tise Cisurcis,
wbicb is a Church militant. Wbere are the
soldiers of Christ who will go in answcr
ta the cry for belp wbicb arises tram
tiese sa long neglected, and where is the
Churcb or missionary snciety that wuti eq9IIP
andi caoporî suci snt1d'ur..ReV. Rdward
S. Little, in 7/te Aissionary Review of the
Worid.

China:. pragrcss in mssions train 1807
ta 1896, ncarly nioety Vears, as reported by
Mr. Gibsati, ai Swatow:
Work hegun in 1807 ; in 18.13 but six comn-

municants.
IS53,-350 communicants; raie, 34 per

rinnuni.
1865.-2 oaci communicants ;rates 140 Pet

ouu-um-1876,-1 3 03S communicants; rate 1,003 per
186, - 2Sou ,ommnincants; rote, 1,49b> per

onntn"'.1 8S9 -37. ?S7 communicants; rate, 3.076 Per
annuni.

Fron i 176 ta s8M9, 24,252 increase in ibir-
teen yeors.

It will be seen tisai tise raie of tocreose bas
constanily grawa. In the twenty-tour peors
bctween 1865 and 1889, the nuintitr multi-
piied framn 140 te 3,076 per pear, about
twcnty-two tomes as rapid. Ait the sainie
nate, un twenty-iour veors more tise yearip
accession wouid te, ty i1913, nearly 68,oooaa
v,!ar, and in boit a century mare thon a mil
lion anda ha/f couverts a year. ianîbter
words, the total aumber ai convents bp 1940
would te beiwcen fizteen and tweaîy millions,
and tefore another century had expired, ai
the cuime raie af pragrcss, the convcrts wouid
iireclestn. exceed the preseai population of
the globe i

COHDUCTED av à idEsbianx orTUE GENEItAL
AssisbiLV'3 COMMIlTTaRE.

NO COUNTRY LIKE ')UR OWN DEAR LAND.

DY IlANNAII ISAPIRL <RAII

(This poeni was contributed by Miss Grahani.
a frequent contribuîur to uur pages, by requesi,
for the use of Canadian Chrisiian lindeavoitis ai
their junior RaIIy ai Wash j gien, h is hoth
Chrustian andl patrbotic. If is pronounced hy Mrs.
Lucy B. Iliii, who is charged witht he exercise of
which it tonms a part, tie " besti bing 'of the
kind bin i.-EDIroR.]

No comitry's like aur own dear land
Where rnîghty torrents flow.

Her fair form covered (rom the tlnst
lly jewelled shieid ai snow.

Where cari you finî1sitch happy homes,
Such enaini, sweet even-tides,

The ruggcd beauty that adorns
Iler iofty mauntain sides ?

No couniry's like our own dear land
For quiet Sabbaîh rest

No spot on carth mare ioved of heaven
And nunceici richly tlest.

Fair, vit-in land of Canada i
Lonr mnay thy banners '.vave

Ahove a truc and loyal race
That vice cau ne'er ensiave.,

'May teniperance, truth, and righteoîusness
Go otaasd hand ihand,

And Christ tt.e King bic gloruffed
By aur Endeavor Band

No ciuntry'a like our own dear land
God grant ltîr se'ns may bc

WVarthy their broad and gteat daunain
'fhat rlils trom sea ta sea.

Seaiorth, Ont.

IIOWV SERVICE TELLS

A chaplain in the army during the war
was passing aver the field when lie saw a
soldier wbo had been waunded lying upon
the ground. He bappencd ta have bis
Bible usder bis am, and be siaoped down
and said ta the man:

«IWould you like me ta read you sanie-
tbing that Is In the Bible? "

Tbe wounded man sald, "l'in so tbirsty
1 wauld raiber bave a drink af waer."-

The chaplain burried off, and as quickiy
as passible braugbt the water. Ater the
man bad drank tbe water he said :

«Cauld you lift my head and put saine-
thing under t ? "

Tise chapiain remaved bis ligbt overcoat,
rolied it up, and tenderly liftivg the bead,
put it as a pillawr for the tired bead ta rest
an. stNow," said tbe man, " If 1 oniy bad
something over me. 1 arnsai coid."

There was anly anc tbing that the chap-
lain cauld do, and tbat was ta take bis coat
aff and caver the man. As be dud so the
woaded mian Iooked up la bis face, and
said :

"Far God's sake, if there is anything in
tbat book that makres a man do far auather
wbat you bave dont for me, let me bear
t .i

There is a world af meaniag ta my mind
in ibis Incident. The need af to-day us act-
ing tbe abject lessans that book tcaches.

A SUCCES14FUL MEETING.
One writer bas said with trutb Ibat suc.

cessful missianary meetings do not I:aJPen.
We geaeraiiy gel out ai thei about as much
as we put Itot theni. Great enthusiasin and
deep intetest cannat be exppected ta he creat-
cd witbout Infinie preparatian, trouble and
prayer on the part af îhose who bave the
planning of îbcm. Great pains should be
given tai tbe choice of speakers and tapics.
Topics deaiing witb tbe very latest develop-
asents in the Churcb's Missions, and the
bcaring ai present-day politcs and events
on missiaaary prospi cts, have a vitaliîy lu
thein which cannot bat arouse active spai-
patby. Ta bave new charts and maps pre.
parcd for cach meeting by sanie nicaber ai
the society adds ta tise Impre.ssion ai what is
sald, and enlists tbe Interest af those wba
niake tbem. Da everything ta make the
missianary meeting thse mast attractive and
Iierestinc meeting af the mont.-Miss E.
M. De Ijeaurceard To' onio.
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)uIY 19-Prov. iii. a -2 ; s Toiti. iv. ii.
A gentieunan, Who Was earýY kIt ian

arpbon, and Who, la later lite, became cinn
cnt as a llterary warker, once said, "A
natural tura for readung presetved me tram
the moral shipwreck sa aptint befal those
who are deprlved uin cariy lufe af their pir-
ental pilotage.">

Mucb depends, boîvever, upon the char-
acter ai the baoks we h4ive a liking for. A
fondness for unclean literattire vwnuld scat-
cely sove anc tram moral shipwreck. A few
years ago la tht clty ai Burlington, N.),
there was an unusual outbreak ai crime.
Robbery afier robbety was cammIîted, and
Ir secmed almost Impossible ta ascertain the
naines ai tbosc Who were perpeîrating the
lawless deeds. At iast there was a sireet
quorrel la wbich anc boy was stabbed.
Then tbe secret wos disclosed. About
twreniy lads, their ages ranging from nine tr
thirteen vears, tbe sons ai respectable pat-
ents, had been reading the mast aurociaus
style ai sensationai Iltrature and bad orga-
nlzed a "Mysîcrfaus Brathcrhnod." Jeal.
ausy and Insubordination led ta thc formiatuon
ai a rival tand, and then came thse ight and
expasure. Instances mgit be multuplied ta
show bnw terrible arc the resuits arising
iram the reading afIimpure books. The
best tbing anc can do witb such literature is
ta burn Ir, as the people ai Ephesus did witb
their nefanlous books.

l is said that reading is very mucb like
caing-lî may be a very gond tiig or a
very bad anc. The tood we takeshould bz
judilously chosen, and sbould be taken ai
seosouable limes ; and sa with bonki.
Again, a book may he unahjectionable, but
ta read it for the mere sake af reading would
bc as unwise as ta cal for the nacre sake ai
catlng. It is nat advlsable cubher ta read an
ta cal more thon canutbc easily and praperly
dlgestcd. It Is said ibat Melanction, thc
iriend and belper ai Martin Luther, had
Only four secular tanks lu bis library but be
knew these pcriecîly and was regardcd as a
schoiar. Ta know a ew banks ibaroughly
is ai far greater service thon ta know .nany
tmpenfectly. josepb Cook, in an admirable
essayon "The Transmutation af Reading
Into Conduct," says, «IYauu will not bc able
ta master mare thon one hundned hooks in
your short lite. Ir is besi that pou sbould
Ont let third-rate books crowd out first-rate."
One ai aur Canadion writers declares that a
man wbo knows thet B.hle and Shxakespeare,
is an educated man, in the best sense ai abat
mucb-abused word, even tiough bc rnay
bave taken bis course in ibe bard schoal of'
daily toll.

Wbat a treasure gond bnoki are ta us 1
"Books wu kn%

Are a substantial world botis pure and gond;
Round these, witb tendrils sttang as flesh and

hlood
Our pastimncs and Our happiness wil graw.'

lIa boak would do us gond and prove a
worthy fricad, it musite gond itsý2It. But
even ubougb the banks we studv are ail gond,
they should te alQag various fines. To vary
orr reading will give brcodtb and stmmulate
interesi. We should also rcad slowly. 'Xe
must take lime for mastication cisc we shall
soon suifer tram llterary dyspepsIa. We
sbouid tnp ta fisc and preserve aur neading by
markirng books and writlng extracîs tram
theni. To ibis end t wuli bc tetter ta awn a
few books thon ta bnrraw .t greai many lrom
a public Ilibrary.

In ibis age, wien SO maniv new and ex-
cellent books are being issued cvcry year,
we maY tic sîrongîy uempted ta re;id ex':ur-
stvely. But bawever for we wander afictd,
wc must kccp up our datly study af tic
Bîbie. la tbis cannection a quataton froni
Cook wjll be appropriate. "IDo vou know
a book tbat pou are willing ta put under
pour bead for a pillow wisen vouit e dying ?
Very well. Tisati s the best volume for
you ta study wblle living. There Is but
ant suchbotak In tic worid....
We are ta tic scientificaily careful wheo
we choase a book for a dying plllaw. If 'pn
con telme whot ou waaiî for a dyung pul-
low, 1 will tell pou whaî pou wont for a pd-.
lar ai fite Il le; that Is the Bible, spirit-
ually and scicntifically andcrsîoad by tein)g
transmuted Ittadeeds.Y


