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ait betr mae ln the Interest or spirituit1
freediom and Indepuiidcnce. The Committee
dons not recfgnitc the changes which have
taken pitice in the matter af patronage as
affet'ng the Erastianlism Again.3t whlch the
Fret Clîurch pratested. It mtates frankly

P.,1 ndiy the opinion tîtat ini present cir.
ctmitances thet wo Cliurclics arc far (rom a
union upon the oni>' basis which onc or
them coulti consclietioui'. approve. On the
other hani, tht ":.livcra:b.. ifth;iEstablishtd
AuemblyIl "r-,ews the expression or their
hearly i<f--re to, takc ni! î>oi sible stcps con-
sistent with the mainter.ance andi supp4ort of
an establishmen~t of religion t promote thc
co-epcration in good works, and the re-union
of churchcs havisig a common origisi, adher-
ing to the samc confession af laitit, andi the
saine system af govcrnrncnt andi worship."
There l a dcad-lock betwccn the parties; the
Cluaio Right anti thc P'rotust clash!kiq v ith
the maintenance ati4 support af thc pr ý,-cnt
Establishment ai Rcligion. But we do-Ibt rnt
tht negotiating parties will bc led by thf
grace ai Goci ta ste cyc ta, cyc, andi the way,
wilii<n Divine Providence bc smade clcar for
the re-uanion of both on lionourablc terms.
At least let us hope and pray for this most
irsirable rcsult.

The immniiate bcncit vhicli will issue
frrnt the friend iy conimuricý%» ajons which have
talcen place betwen th,! Committees ai these
sister Churches, will bc thec morc hcarty ca.
operat ion ai the ministers and congregations
ià thc great work ai rciortn. in reicrence ta
the evils which thcy bath so, dceply deplore.
Thcre lias already been a grut: deal ai irater-
rial excbange in thc matter of pulpits, as there
is also bet-wecn the ministcrs af bath these
Churches andi those of the Unitcti Presbytcr-
ian. flic marc of this thc better for the
cotmnt;y now anti for the succcssiul accom-
plishment cf union in the future. But tuie priri.
cipal matter tai considcr in tbis connc'ction l;
thus stat-cd in the rcply ai Cie Fre Churcli
Comm ittec, IlThcy fccl a3surcd that the Fret
Churcli will reccive with ver>' great intercst
sucli furtber communications as to tht recog-
nition which cadi Churcli accords toi the other
ivith refcrence ta, the fields it occupics andi
the work it performs. In sanie departments
there may bc practical difficdltics in the
mreantime ; but in other dcpartments particu-
lari n tht forcign fieldi, friendi>' arrange.
mecnts '.,ould flot anly be cmincntly desirable,
but thorouighl'- practicable." These are
no~ble words, most promnising for the worlc af
Christ throughout tht world, andi containing
in gerrn form the Vrue basis af rt-union. Tht>'
are a happy rcspanse tai the correspanding
words ta bc found in tht deliverance af tht
Established Assembly: IlThey renew their
injunctian to minuatcrs to cultivate in their
work the spirit of unit>' anti the habit of co-
operation with tht miflistes- af &Il other
Evangelicai Churches." With sucli senti-
ments animatzlng bath parties, ultimate re-
union us stifi probable.

Wliat a copimentaçy la ail tbis upon the
inovements af the anti-unionista in Ib coun-
try ? Witbout an>' sucli dead-lock as we hav
descibied between the Established and Fre
Churches of Scotiand, "h différeist b' ànb

or Presb>'tcriant ln th. Dominion wert able
ta unite on an hoorsible andi lasting bais.
Tht vcry thing whicb the Establishment at
bomne desires sa, carnest>', these, lier would-
bc layal sono, heedlessly fling (rom thens andi
trample unt 1cr foot.

7111E BIBLE IN OUR SCIIOOLS.
N advocat0ng the use af tht Bible in aur

schools, as wc have (rom time ta uie
been <bing, wc do not pleati far an>' innova-
t«on. WVe can base aur dlaim an conscrvative
principles. 'rime was wheri the Bible was
useti in ail, or in ncarly x%!i aur schools, andi
with goati restilts. The ~'l arlsing (rom it.
disuse are aircady> apparent. The greater
part af modcrn infidclity andi scepticlsmi
arises (ronm ignorance af tht Sacreti Writings.
The v'cry leaticrs ai the infidelit>' ai tht pre-
sent day arc wofully dcficient in knowledgc,
not oni>' ai tht pritîciples ai Christianity, but
of the very l,.ter af the Scriptures. Wc
plea'x'. à. '"or the introduction ai tht Bible
intir, aur public schoals, but for ils preserva-
tion andi use in theni. Wc are not awaro
thaI it lias bcen cntirely scL aside except in
thait schoals in which Dr. Ryerson's cast-
iran programme, which diti nat recognize it,
was mast strictly atihereto, t; anti the prescrit
Minister ai Educatian has declaredti hat its
use <s quite consistent with tite existing
school law. Further, ln Ibis malter wt, as a
people, arc in quite a différent position froni
that occupied by the people af tht Unitedi
States, for example. Our civil Government
rccognizes Cliristianit>' andi the Bible. The
common law ai Englanti cakes Christianity
for granted, anti admits the Bible as part anti
parccl vf its substance. We arc flot ver' loud
in aur admiration ai signs andi symbois whcn
uset i n connection with g-i;çcàcnSs.tical mattens,
but wc do think a goati deal ai the crois on

Our attention has been special>' calltd ta
this b&ijz-. at tht prescrnt tinit by an article
in tht Mardi number ai the "lCanada Edu-
cational, Month>'." It- is written b>' the Rev.
John Laing, M.A., ai Dundas, and it treats
the subjtct in a terse, comprehensive, anti stili
in an exhaustive manner. After forcibi>' andi
conclusivel>' shewing the fol>' andi unreason-
ableness of the Spartan policy af allowing the
State toi interfere between parent andi child,
anti proving that the child shoulti bt titaît
with b>' tht State oni>' through tht parent,
Mr. Laing praceetis ta combat the dictum
that " tht State as such bas no religion, anti
shoulti know na religion." This theor>' arase
out ai a necessar>' anti praiseworthy opposi-
tion to Erastianism ; but in apposing that
cvii it is quite passible ta go over the fenice
an the othtr side ai tht roati, andti Iis Mr.
Laing demonstrates with convincing clear-
ness. Ht then replies ta the objection that
Ilthe jealausies anti rivalries among Protes-
tant denominations r:ender an>' religious in-
struction in schools impra"cable," as foi-
laws :

16Wre ib trié, M. woeu owy My the Umte éaa a"d
p4t, nid à se 1 e i n by imdld demmim-
lima la * t&h b of dmaOMÏM"tlma md .l TII.

tu my pWIc achools h la uoW tauikt,, wkth tbt cordial

semta fad pmret himmeny émoag *Il the proteutant

%Mlleqa ho oI)ecile ta made, tu the ,ellwout Inibtrtlou
ujlVmn, ahi Atill thty &te aittnit Ly PUI419 Of ail 1I01111

<j>b (3) fa ar e MvnY l'utestAnts rf any deep Rt-
ln£ on (hi#s uli]çct tiat ,ley even ,.,nî itwr daum&httt te
convent schenis, whiictey. iluent entîreiy nm the t'el.
Slogi% lnsitncti.,n ani observances s f thrie instttions. 4>
la the national achoois nf I.n.i.n lndi whe th

1111>Ie ls teml< andi pilles mue givtn f( tir clnte In scrlptuse
Irno>wlctlge, 'wilh tespecct t.) the i5ow00 childien,, Lolqs
the totl numbe in the schools, eniyyAt ents withdro
thtir chilstien flot" reliliotis inutruct us.n (z onf t n Irus

ftr/.prenwat sing the smoyen ytars ln whkch the rtitliîomt hm
been ln force.' Thest (acta fusnlsh a conspiete enivrer te
the Objecttion, shbow lng ai they doc that the tIiel tan b. mao
in oehus without inf:inting on lndtiduat tichts 0( con.
scienc or dIktuiling the hartiony that shoult <.1.4 among
neigh>oirs who thciah Ibtlonging tu diffesent P'rotestant
cutchet W hlIn commun the ptifs. authotlty of the wrd

Surcly the danger ai sectarian teachlng lu
not sa, imminent as ta (urnii gondi reason for
tht c Iclusion ai tht Blible from eur public
schoo.i. The conmmon graunti ai accepteti
truth amiong Protestant &enominations la
witic anti casil>' tefincti. Of &Il seccl the In-
fitici secl, is tht narrowest anti most bigotteti.
Tht injury inflicteti an aur children b>' leav-
ing theni %vit'itaut religiaus instruction fIs mucli
grecater thz il any that coulti arise fram sec-
tariai' teac ing. There is i theological col-
lege in i At ralia in which stud"nts belonging
ta th-ce ur 'o>ur ifférent ticnominations are
prepar 'ýfor the ministry ai their respective
churches, andti lis saiti ta, work weit. If the
proiessors ai a theological institute can finti
conîmon grounti wlicreon ta train ministmr
ai différent denominations ta, preacli tht gos-
pel, surely a public school tcacher can be at
na boss ta kecp himsclf andi his pupils clear
ai sedîarianism as Car as they go. It is ail
v'cry night andi proper for us ta maintain or
pecubiar 1,:incipltes whcn that is necesary,
but <t <s utter faliy ta sacrifice aur common
Christianity ta, dcîîominationai scruples.
Ilesides it is flot strictl>' in the intereists ofire-
ligion abatte that tht lBie <s required i<n aur
schools. As Mr. Laing says :

IlThe lBie lies ai the lounidation of the British ceaudt.-
tien andi law ;and la the bulwark of liberty and on'y éth-

maid againa anarchy. W. need flot tairy te dilate.«
1 apoint. Our btloted Quten and her orl,«iu by wmy

a worthi ood ansI deed have llustaeu i . The coromsa-
tion'smth the osth, ol allegiautce, thetlw regardlng au ms
tablishetd church, the Sabbmth. marriage, evidente In courts,
as weil as thome againat Athelins, licentiousnes., p.r)ury
etc., aIl more or les directly rt on the authority of ilo
higher law of GosI. In, our ewn Ontlario a deceNots gises
lait yr in, the Court of Appe*i liy Chie( juatio X0814
whiciaffirmeuithe right or the authotitits of Napatus tu
refuse the use or publ ic spety-th town hall-(oi he pur-

pou of wlaiming aim tikai andI infidel sentimeats wu
bulàon tht (aut that eut law asuoes the tth of Ckuisi-
arity. Surely tht,, our chituiren should In tasight that book
which su powerfsaliy influinces tht conduct of ait *&Lmn
But t h. Bible aient teaches the priauciples ot thue liberty
andi obesiencre. Tht man who fcars God wiUl vindicate bis
can rnghts andI respect tholle cf othets Tyranta in chu"c
amuistate fear aadhale tht llbie. They cannet ensave&Mi
tramplt on thoet whom Godas imth hau Umm frec."

We have nal ipace for further extractit front
Mr. Laing's valuable article, which we are glad
to finti occupying a position which is apt la
rentier il effective, in tht colucins ai the "lEdu-
cational Montl>,» neither cari we make roam
for an>' further remarks oai.r own at pro.
sent but we wiii probably return toi the sub-
ject shortl>'.

IWaaK resi>utety fur smet great pueotli1;mleu
yoqi solil te that. asit ne ver relimqutakt. But remsemboer
the in6emIIa« of your ows na*u'e, t. «Bard againa th.
Ranember that hors of dspor*dac'y wil» cons., a" days
flous Wbl tht Iight wll sees te be eury aba eut

A xàurr of scld4im ndecatas a erwt ow4 mdoad
Th, na"=I bus =e *MW sd our bsands, a huai
te frasicg domtroyim itaeli ender tht fiettent ad pe...

lm la& adltae -"dis gond - Oco". Ottc affl,
Iaidto tbema
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