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tilt muldtJci nd bas had ta corna t0 a praicit deris-
lion îher,.:tpnn,-t would say. First, tbat 1 do not
think Iliore is an>' moto wrong la dancing or iai.
pliJing WA /dI- . whcrt cards arc pLI> «I for
sînusmen ont>', flot fur mone>' -ilian i thinkit
wioIig ta drinkc à gîJis of winc, wiilch 1 lcnow 1
coulai du, nt a tinie, wititout, An>' cvii rasuli. Iltit,
second-that Indulgence ln botb thlle Amnusements,
bige that in wine drinlcing, /e.f Io e>iweur#age haZilt.-f
/1e whicb are sat itntîgonistic ta the spirit of Christ
anti of thc New Testament. The f-lînl> garne nt carda
nîay bc as hiarmiass as t iaine nt clîca', but flic a" trait
oflte serpent lsaoverti thoso allicd bits of card.
boarti, and flic harmtess Came mat'Y bc a step ia ille
direction of flic gtnbling den. Andti hougi it dvi
sacent as If the fatxtiiy dancre werc un amusement lis in-
nocent as couitil well bc desired, yet, soinettow, I bave
nover scea the tîu'ter stop ilitere. 'rte dance at
horne macais ta tend, by a nauril lacquence, ta the
daînce abroid, andi this again ta #Il tho injîtrious andi
frh'oliaia, influences of liait dAnring-partics, wubh ail
the ctcetaras whirh arc api, wc kauw, lu Icad young

becarts away (roisi-inste.id ci tu-îiîe Kingduaî. If
yaur correspondecat is jure thaI ha lias the firnnamî
andi wisdt ta kecp, by bis authority or Influence, te
use tramn degcncrating loto te uîôuse whiciî woutd tendi
bai chiltirca ctawîwartt ralier ilhan upw.itd, gondi andi
wtti If 1not, titan might it not bc better ta ciionse
the saler path, ad radtier encourage the rnany Inna.
cens. recroationsinl whiclt spiritual danger dues net
turk. uadcr a. facin.iting guise ? Anti tre arc at>un-
dance of really harmiciss ter:catinns wvtîhout having
roceursa ta an>' doubtfut unes.

F'inatiy, let me conclutie 'vith a fcw camaist %vords
of filr. Ruskin, troin fis reccntly publisýhei Il Lettcrs
on te Lard's 1'ray r: »

IlNo mani cara awk bautesîl>' or hopefuil>' ta bc de.
lilvcre train temptatiosi unlassh li ai himmecif boa.
cmii>' anti firaîlly determîni ta du, the hest he can ta
keep out oi it. Blut, ln modern days, the first aigr af
ail Christian parents Is ta place lhcir chiidren in cir-
curnslanccs whera tae temaptatians, which the>' arc apt
ta crat *pportunities,' may bc as great and many as
possible ; wherc the sight and praomise of ' ail thesc
things 1 in Satan's gift ma>' bc brallianîl>' acar ; anti
wherc the act ai' faliing down ta worship me' nia>
bc partly canceaicd b' the stbaltcr, and parti>' ex-
cusad as invaiuntary, b>' the pressure, of the cancur
reat crowd.»

Is flot titis oe ai flic great sanres of Chrisîlans nt
the prescrit day,-and nc of the influences wlitch so
binders aur prayer: Thy Kingdoui coer-.

MRt. EDiTopit-ln a late nuniber of your papier a
lecter appears, in which the writer dcsires Io bc en-
iighteaed as ta lte preprict>' or impropriet>' of card-
playing and dancing, as haine amnusements. HegCives
us tounderuiand that be is abelievar in Christ, a pray-
iag mati, aad that hae laves the Saviaur with ail the
intensity andi power ofia master passion ; but that hc
and bais wife andi chiltiran occasionall>' play' cards, aad
that hie doas flot forbid fais chiidrcn ta dance la bais
awn bouse, andi wiîh sanie of their young triends. '%Va
will give bimi credit fur godiy sinccrity, and congrat-
ulate hlmi as a possassar cf religion, anti a laver of
God ; fer sterlifig piel>' is an invaluable posseision ;
religion is the saut of bappiness. WVe cannot, bow-
eî'er, but regard the amusements which bc sanctions
in bis family, as a species et wordly contormity,
which lie shauid al once and forever renouance, as
contra>' la tha ver>' spirit andi genius of Christianity.
fi3 Bclot coniormcd ta ihis weorld" Il ail apastotic,
maxini, andi one wbicb shoulti bc practically regardcd
by ever>' prolcseti disciple of Jesus. Our object
aboulti bc flot ta pîcase warldty persans, b>' conform-
ing in an>' degree ta tteir vain and frivolous amuse-
ments, for these are at best vanit>' indeed; light as a
pîtif of empty air ; tic merc; toys of infancy, andi un-
worthy lte afflection of a rational and enlighîencd
mind. B>' a bol>' ccasistency of deportment, we
shoulti Cive the wvoild plainty a.ntiunmnislakeably ta
understanti that we bave renoutcati ils service, that
wc bave faunti a new master, liat we bave more sub-
stantial andi enduring joys, and glial wc are animateti
b>' a more glorlous boe. Alas I haw mati> who pro-
feus andi catI iheniscives Christians, (tati numraus,
preteccs for visiting and laitering argiong ungod>'as-
sociales, and for joifling in sornie oft hcirvain amuse-
maents. Tlxcy yicld la solicitation in ane instance, andi
titan say, what ham can tiiere bc in ibis? ttc>' go a
littît fumuier, andi urge t maine excuse. Thcy plcaud

for conforrnlty ta the wcrl in oa nc thiag aiteranother,
tii aimait evury trace of distinction vantilies j and
tIltn dci i a mark of a liberal mnd ta rnaintaln
no singularities, andi fot t0 îiiwarî tue huaî'iur of the
company>, tilt at length tbey often crime wlîhin thcâtni-
mediate attrartIon of the wlilnl, and arc swiliawetl
up la il beyand recover>'.

* iennuncetihe wr41.t'-ihe i-tacher cries.
*W. dlu'-a mnulimtu.le seplmcs.

M fille ont du innocent rtegardaI
A sng &ai fîicndly Came tg càrds t
Andi one, whatevcu yûit May s.>',
Caoin sc ne cvii ln a Playit

ltirlcd antd Inyel ren.cuacrd andi lluwe'l,
l'but, l'ilt hy bl', Ille wol.l is swalitwe...

card playlag is a walla of pretiaus tine libait migit
bc mote atdvantageouity caiployeti. Let thilse wlin
inake tlt warid tbaîr home, and tio~n wlinse hAnds
Itit nia> lîang licavity, ilius amiuse thenîictî'ei, but
the servant of God shoulti ever reaieînbar tit bc il
ta rcderim fuliitie, beca-uselli, ta>. are et.l. Calit-

plynuniter Altitever nestriclions, tnay lit ils itl-
limage resuits lead il t' emiporal andi ciein.l rmia.
liune>' nia> not bc staked ; flica ginie iay hc wlhat
mn rail 'nnocetît, anti no npparent Injur>' may bc
itsttnet, biat whoc can tll wbaî tnlay be ils affirct
tipon saine wha engage la Il. i inn>' ex( It a tirs'
fur worldly anti dit-hoiest gain ; it a Icaît tu pîrofès-
sionat gaaibling; il may produce a spirit of wnriciiy
dissipa.iaa, anti excitiag the mn.llgnaat pisions of
iiaat'4 nature, mayltend Ioînurciereorua suicide' Wc
are lnaRbstatl (retl ai appearanlie of evii. Andi cer-
tal ilt mueaiust be an apparent ciil iiaa whlclt
îhoutands of1h1>' meats bave la tîtair wrtlitig- powrT.
tuilly andi conclusivciy sliewn loa ca greai andi a crying
cvii, -andi ngiinst wlîlch thnusancis ai god>' preai bers
have raisect their voices, andi shewn in their Itearers a
more excellent way. Card.-playing is,ila aworl, con.
farant> ta flie worid. Sarie yars aga, aiter pirai 1,-
ing on a weck day evening in ona af the cites af the
Unitat States, 1 was inviteti ta sleep at lthe boul;e ni a
very richt atîd respectable mamber oi the Ciîurclb.
Wliemn i entere i ts parier, 1 foutit him engageai at
cards wib cilter gentiernen. Thc inîrndintc imipies.
sion upan my mid %vas anyîing but fiavourable, -as
ta hi% piet>'. 1 was lcd la ltae painful condîtiian ilima
lie wis cither a mare formai professer, iookcd upit t
Iîy lthe Chîtrch onu>' on atcount ni bais weiluh anti biglt
position, ar tiaat if te reut of the malter w.is in lisait
hae was in a stage ai fearful decleasion frein thea ways
et rigltleousness. Now il becornes us ai ail tintas in
be careful test ta %,boulai chaenc against the gencra-
lion of God's chlîldrea. Tite Christian lias tam higiter
pursuils t0 anlertain tira than card.playing andi danc-
i ng. The richest cnlerlaitinicnls ai a genuine be-
liaver are divine ordina.sces and the engagements ai
religion. The pence tif Cod, -andtri an asureti hope
ai beaven>' blessedncss wiil giva la the teul a dis-
relisît for ail that is vain and worldiy.

"Cards art suptifluous hbie, îslih ail the tl.c1c
ThutlIdienil bas etr yct contrivetl
To fMI lte raid ot an unftintslied braia,
Te palilt dulinesy, and &ivealime a shove.'

A lady wba once hearti Mr. Romaine, expressati
hersait migbtiiy pleaseti watt bis disceurse, andti ld
hima aftcrwards liant she thaught site couiti coînpiy
with bais doctrine, andi gave up everyting but one.
<'Anti witat as tbat, madani ?" "lCards, sir.,, IlYou
thiak yeu coutti not ha happy without thcm"' '0No,
sir ; 1 kaow 1 coulai not." " Tbcn, înadarn, îtaey arc
yeuir Cod, and ttc>' must sau'e yeu." This poinical
anti just rcpty is saiti ta have issucti in bier conver-
sion.-

Da;ncing is aiso a tasîtionable werilily amuscment,
which shoutti bc repudiateti anti renounceti by ail ber-
ious persoris. as destructive cf spinuuaiy; as unfltting
for comimunieuî wittî Godi; anti as a prevcnttveofithe
spiritual growth Pnd prespert>' of the sout. \Vc lcnaw
that dancing is trequent>' mentioaeinl Scrip-
turc, andi especiat>' la the Olti Testament. But we
maintain titat the dancing spoken cf witb approvat in
Scripture, was ver>'different tram modern dancing. It
was mot a are worldly amiusement : i. was the
naturat hotu>' expression of inward cvcrfloiag je',
produccd by sonma signai daliverance tram, danger, or
sanie woncùeriul interposition ai the Almighty. Whcen
David tati siain thte inigbîy glatit, who tati so long
defieti Ismaci, the wamcn ai Israei, cara-ptured b>' the
gloriaus vicier>' thus achicvcd, sang uin dances : "lSaut
hatb siain bais thousands, andi Davidi his Ian thous-
aiids' When David anti hi; servants brought tte

/irk cf Ced front the biouse of obe'letlori. lie %vas sa
tsicde- wltlî Imy au the pr->qMrt- t rektir'rel vîh,
and sanctumar>' liraiil(,à!. it;tt ho ,lîie,.ipeti
f-1t jo>', belote the Arli. Si libait i il %nt ri' ng we. fi

ta (;tit tir 1liii wctnderrul g'.ntncs-ît'' iting anel te lisi
pîeuple1 i ràcl. Tlii- ''ontiict waq' at rra- lirai aaîldi-
p itaon <f tilt ealtnitalioft gilea hy ltae Aî'etitte jalîs
la a suhliaquent agi-, isba satd 'S «Js am> marr, let
lin sing osliw fn nnother orrasluan lie sald t
"lThoau hiast turneti fût iea nrai minin ini dine.
iîng." Gnti liait seo gratlous>' ahîpeared f-r biti Illi ai
scann ei deep ulcpres4,,oîî, iluai Ilh snrLîw wams tumnet
lino Jo>'. lie was reitt In' trilep for jo>'. And lie te-
presenîs Geti as doing titis (or a grâcious purpose, ta
lime enid, ho st>'; "l tuaiti> gy lor>' it>' slag li ako
te Thee, andi nut ba t4ilent. 0) Lord, ii f nd, 1 isili
give itnks unie Vlice (crever." It %'as nI>o prie.
ditledi blat lima taie tian sitemih Ie.ap a-% a hart. Anti

blessinj's. If Fur la ltae wilderîtes4sill waters break
otut, aîid streaitsi la thea desert.» Tue onli> aanca
wa htave la St:rililtire tif tn>tling approcxlrnating ta
tlme f.ithiotibla dancing of tite present day h ltit of
the daugîtter cf lierodiaq, %vha cianrati heare KCing
Ilcroti andi se pîcasei the lZing thât lie proinîncti witb
an naît te give lier ishaîsevr site %volti ask. Anti
tit-,tructei h>' ber unoîlir, ite sti : If Give mie tic
faadf Johna Ilta lathstin a rli.irger.Y Analtîagritlty
tae caprice cf a wlcked andt cruel wanitta, bie sent
anti bellc.ided John in thc prilon. %-a v now call
dancing soicti îlot ha '-otnenanrati b>' gedi> par-
son%, for imnwvever inao-t-nt andI restrictet il uta>' ha,
it may produre Such a foli 'r Ille ftlitsancnl, nis
shâai tc s%.tîieflct with ni,îloing ,lt'îrt ni lthe intdaigit
dince, anti lea-id in ail tue reveir>' anti uis.i;aî.oît ot
tua tail rooni. Yui'rrpo.eî says liera are
mnati> amtusements -sanctioncd t>' protesî;nni lit arc
uveuse uhati dancing. Titis %%sertion i% aias i f00
trute. Iati>' profc>sors.are Coing ictrittill> itra>' la
uhis respect ; tnti anl>' latuvîdual iiroiessors, but
aven saine Christi-in centmunities. Wh'bc otîr Lord
w.îs upon cartit, lie mate a scelirge of small cords,
anti drova tua nmauuly-cls.tnger-., nti tiose lit solti
doves oui ai the temiple, saying "Ma à.ke tint my
Faîber's bouàe a ituie cif sterchitndise." Andi if aur
Lord tiare pcrsuîîaliy te nppear upon cirib nowv, Ili
zeal for ttc Iiiiuse af Cuti woult end liaim -;evercly la
censure inan>' practices wiiiclî arc creping int aur

soilgataerîags, gathcrings tvowedly for religious
purposas. One perhapi excites tproartous latigiter
b>' a iuntorous spacci isiterslpcrsed wviti ludticrous
anecdotes. Anoîher gives us wt hae rails a recila-
tien, enti telis uts, perhaps, hawv I'atity savcd hiii
bacon. Anoîhar sings a tvorldiy sang, -and %vorldiy
mca are graul fieti, and are reai> ta, siy - If 'Tîese pro-
fessors ai religion are just as tond of fun nti non-
sense as tva are." Thus "1Jesus is wotîndt in tite
boisse cf lais friands," anti uven wa witncss anti heur
sucli things uve are lad ta tremble for the Ark cf
Cod.

'%Va do not write titese îthiags la a spirit of con-
sorioustiess, but in a spirit of Christia-n love, anti îiîh
carnest and prayerfut dasires litant the sanctuaries af
our Godi, of ever> denamination. ma>' bc cicansa
tram everytiîg that is oppaseti ta tc hl> itinti of
Christ. WVlLLA-Nu liANCOCK.

MR. EDISTOR.-ln a late issue eftTnEL PRESBrrER-
iAn "A Church Nleiiiber" is anxious te -now if carti
playmng anti dancing are îvrong. It rcînds mec of
tte answcr the saintd Biîitop McIlvainc gava a mati-
ber et bais churcit wite nskcd him: - fBishop, is it
wrong for Christians ta dance?" It înight ha weli for
man>' church members tu think over anti "inivardiy
digest" the reply - "MIaatn, Chritias have ne de-
sire ta dance."

Ht secs no harn in theni. Those wtho induige
la thctn stidlom. do. Diti you cver sec a dancing
citurci inember wvio, uhought thera ivas an>' barmr in
it? In the toîva of Micaitepy, Fientai, wltara 1 speal
twa uvinters, ate tw:ý zhurchtes, Presbyteria.n aîîd
Mletbodisu. There werc uveekl>' pr.-yer-incatings la
ecd, on diframent nights, anti hasîdas a forînigltl>'
meeting for yeung men. Ail Ncrc uveil alîcaded.
Man>' cf the yeung people bccanîe inîcrestd. Sev-
oral young tien uook part la tha nmeetings. About
Christmas of the secandi wintcr, "lparties" » wre insti-
tuteti by a tcw, anti "vcte kcpt up lthe reia.intcrof ta
winter. At first tha>' neyer hall a party on pray)r-


