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& religion is the soul of happiness. We cannot, how-

- -

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.,

213

the suhject and has had to come to a practical decis.
fon theraupon,~1 would say: First, that 1 do not
think thete is any more wrong in dancing or ard.
playing sa stself—1 ¢, when cards are played for
amusemen  only, not for money -than 1 think it
wrong 10 drink a glass of wine, which | know 1
could do, at a time, without Any evil result. Dut,
second—that indulgence In both these amusements,
tike that in wine drinking, fexds f0 emcourage Aalils of
I¢fe which are most antagonistic to the spirit of Christ
and of the New Testament, The family game at cards
may be as harmless as 2 gameat chess, but the “ trail
of the serpent is over” those spotted bits of card-
board, and the harmless game sray be a step in the
direction of the gambling den.  And though it does
scem as if the family dance were an amusement as in-
nocent as could well be desired, yet, somehow, I have
never secn the ma’ter stop there. The dance at
home seems to lead, by a nntural scquence, to the
dance abroad, and this again to all the injurious and
frivolizing influcnces of late dancing-parties, with all
the etceteras which are apt, we know, to lead young
hearts away from—instead of to—the Kigdom. {f
your correspondent 5 sure that ha has the finnness
and wisdom to keep, by his authority ar influence, the
wse from degenerating fnto the aduwse which would lead
his children downward eather than upward, good and
welll  Ifnot, then might it not be better to choose
the safer path, and rather encourage the many inno-
cent recreations in which spintual danger does nof
turk under a fascinating guise?  And there arc abun-
dance of really harmless recreations without having
recourse to any doubtful ones.

Finally, let me conclude with a few earnest words
of Mr, Ruskin, from his recently published * Letters
on the Lord's Pray r:*

“ No man can ask honestly or hopefully to be de-
livered from temptation unless he has himself hon.
estly and firmly determined to do thebest he can to
keep out of it.  But, in modern days, the first aim of
all Christian parents Is to place their children in cir-
cumstances where the temptations, which they are apt
to call * opportunities,’ may be as great and many as
possible ; where the sight and promise of “all these
things® in Satan’s gift may be brlliantly near; and
where the act of ‘ falling down to worship me’ may
be partly concealed by the shelter, and partly ex-
cuscd as involuntary, by the pressure, of the concur
reat crowd.”

Is not this one of the great snares of Christians at
the present day,—and onc of the nfluences which so
hinders our prayer : “ Thy Kingdom come?”—M.

MR. EDITOR,~In a late number of your papera
letter appears, in which the writer desires to be en.
lightened as to the propricty or impropriety of card-
playing and dancing, as hoine amusements. Hegives
us tounderstand that he is a believer in Christ, a pray-
ing man, and that he loves the Saviour with all the
intensity and power of a master passion ; but that he
and his wife and children occasionally play cards, and
that he does not forbid his children to dance in his
own house, and with some of their young friends. We
will give him credit for godly sincerity, and congrat-
ulate him as a possessor of religion, and a lover of
God ; for sterling picty is an invaluable possession ;

ever, but regard the amusements which he sanctions
in his fawnily, as a species of wordly conformity,
which he should at once and foraver renounce, as
contrary to the very spirit and genius of Christianity.
“Be not conformed to this world ” is an apostalic
maxiny, and one which should be practically regarded
by every profcssed disciple of Jesus. Our object
should be not to please worldly persons, by conform-
ing in any degree to their vain and frivolous amuse-
ments, for these are at best vanity indeed ; light as a
pufl of empty air ; the mere toys of infancy, and un-
worthy the affection of a rtional and enlightened
mind. By a holy tonsistency of deporiment, we
should give the world plainly and unmistakeably to
understand that we have renounced its service, that
we have found a new master, that we have more sub-
stantial and enduring joys, and that we are animated
by a more gloricus hope, Alas | kow many who pro-
fess and call themselves Christians, find numerous
pretences for visiting and loitering among ungodly as-
sociates, and for joining in some of their_vain amuse-
ments.  They yicld to solicitation in one instance, and
then say, what harm can there bein this? they go a

for conformity to the world in onething afteranother,
tll almost every trace of distinction vanishes; and
then deem it a mark of a liberal mind to maintain
no singularitics, and not to thwart the humoue of the
company, till at length they often come within the im.
mediate attraction of the whirlpaol, and are swallowed
up in it beyond recovery,
** ' Renounce the wntld'—the preacher cries.

*We do'—a multitwle replies.

While one as innocent regards

A snug and fiiendly game at cards g

And one, whatever you may say,

Can see no evil in a play s

Seme love a concurt or a race,

And athets shooting and the chase,

Reviled and lovesd, renvunced and [nllowed,

Thus, Lit by L2, the world is awallowe,*

Card playing is a waste of precious time that might
be more advantageously employed. Let thase who
make the world tbeir home, and upon whase hands
time may hang heavily, thus amuse themselves, but
the servant of God should ever remember that he is
to redeemn the time, because the days are evil. Cand.
playing, under whatever sestrictions, may in itxul
timate results lead to temporal and  cternal ruin,
Mouney may not be staked ; the game may be what
men call innocem, and no apparent injury may be
sustained, but who can tell what may be its effect
upon some who engage in it. It ray excite a thirst
for worldly and dishouest gain ; it may lead to profes.
sional gambling 3 it may produce a spirit of worldly
dissipaion, and exciting the malignant passions of
man’s nature, may lcad to tnurderorto suicide.  We
are toabstan from all appearance of evil,  And cer-
tainly there must be an apparent evil in that which
thousands of holy men have in theie writings power-
tully and conclusively shewntobe agreat andacrying
evil, and against which thousands of godly preachers
have raised their voices, and shewn to their hearers n
more excellent way, Card.playing is, in a word, con.
formity to the world. Some years ago, after preach-
ing on a week day evening in one of the cities of the
United States, I was invited to sleep at the house ofa
vety rich and respectable member of the Church.
When | entered his parlor, 1 found him engaged at
cards with other gentlemen,  The immediate impies-
sion upon my mind was anything but faveurable, as
to his piety. 1 was led to the painful conclusion that
he was cither & mere formal professor, looked up to
by the Church only on account of his wealth and high
position, or that if the root of the matter was in lim,
he was in a state of fearful declension from the ways
of righteousness. Now it becomes us at all times to
be careful lest we should offend against the gencra-
tion of God's children. The Christian has far higher
pursuits to entertain him than card.playing and danc-
ing. The richest entertainments of a genuine be-
liever are divine ordina.uces and the engagements of
religion. The peace of God, and an assured hope
of heavenly blessedness will give to the soul a dis-
relish for all that is vain and worldly.

¢ Cands are supesfluous here, with all the tricks
That idleness has ever yet contrived
To fill the void of an unfurnished brain,
To palliate dullness, and pive time a shove.'

A lady who once heard Mr. Romaine, expressed
herself mightily pleased with his discourse, and told
him afterwards that she thought she could comply
with his doctrine, and give up everything but one,
“ And what 1s that, madam ¥ * Cards, si.” “ You
think you could not be happy without them,” * No,
sir; 1 know 1 could not.” “ Then, madam, they are
your god, and they must save you.” This pointed
and just reply is said to have issued in her conver.
sion.

Dancing is also a fashionable worldly amusement,
which should be repudiated and renounced by all ser-
ious persons, as destructive of spintuality; as unfiting
for cotamunion with God ; and as a preventive of the
spiritual growth and prosperity of the soul. \Ve know
that dancing is frequently mentioned in Scrip-
ture, and especially in the Old Testament. But we
maintain that the dancing spoken of with approval in
Scripture, was very different from modern dancing. It
was not a mere worldly amusement: it was the
natural bodily expression of inward overflowing joy,
produced by some signal deliverance from danger, or
some wonderful interposition of the Almighty. When
David had shin the mighty giant, who had so long
defied isracl, the women of Israel, enraptured by the
glorious victory thus achieved, sang in dances : “Saul
hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thous-

litile fusther, and urge the same excuse.  They plead

-

ands.”” When David and his servants brought the

Atk of God fromthe house of Ohededom, lie was so
filled with joy at the prospert of restered wuship,
and sanctuary privileges, that he danced, wr leaped
fav joy, before the Ark. S that hic dimedng wee a
religlous act,arcompanied by aseriptinneo £ hifty prose
to Ged for His wonderful wondness to him and to His
people Lirael.  This vonduct was a practical anticie
puion of the exbinrtation given by the Apastle James
in a subscquent age, who sald - % is any merry, let
him sing psalm<”  On another orcasion he sald ¢
“Thou hast tutned for me my mourning into dancs
ing." Gnd had so graciously appeared for h'm i a
season of deep depression, that his sarrow wac tumed
into juy. He was ready to leap for joy. Andhe ye.
presents God as doing this for a gracinus purpose, to
the end, he says, “that my glory may sing praise
10 Thee, and nat be silent. O Laed, my tGiod, 1 will
give thanks unto Thee forever.” It was also pre-
dicted that the fame man should leap as ahart. And
wherefure?  Evidently for the bestowment of spiritual
blessings.  ** For in the wilderness shall waters break
out, and streams in the desert,” The only instance
we have in Suripture of anything approximating to
the fashwnable dancing of the present day is that of
the daughter of Herodias, who danced befare King
Herod and so pleased the King that he promised with
an oath to give her whatsoever she would ask. And
fustructed by her mother, shie said : “ Give methe
head of John the Baptist in a charger.” Andtogratify
the caprice of a wicked and cruc] woman, he sent
and beheaded Johnin the prison.  What we now call
dancing should not be rountenanred by godly per-
sons, for however innocent anl restricted it may be,
it may produce such a rehish for the amusement, ns
shall be satisfied with nothing short of the midnight
dance, and lead to all the revelry and dissipat.on of
the ball room.  Your correspordent says there are
many amusements sanctioned by professors that are
woise than dancing.  This assertion is, alas! too
true. Many professors are Roing fearfully astray in
this respect ; not only indiwidual professors, but
even some Christian communities.  \When our Lord
was upon carth, He made a scourge of small cords,
and drove the money-changers, and those that sold
doves out of the temple, saying: “Make not my
Father's house a house of merchandise.” And ifour
Lord were personally to appear upon cirth now, His
zeal for the house of God would lead lum scverely to
censure many practices which are creeping into our
social gatherings, gatherings avowedly for religious
purposes.  One perhaps excites uproarous laughter
by a humorous speech interspersed with ludicrous
anccdotes. Another gives us what he calls a recita-
tion, and tells us, perhaps, how Paddy saved his
bacon. Another sings a worldly song, and worldly
men are gratified, and are ready to say ¢ * Thesc pro-
fessors of religion are just as fond of fun and non.
sense as we are.” Thus * Jesus is wounded in the
house of his friends,” and when we witness and hear
such things we are led to tremble for the Ark of
God.

e do not write these things in a spirit of cen.
soriousness, but in a spirit of Christian love, and with
carnest and prayerful desires that the sanctuaries of
our God, of every denomination, may be cleansed
{from everything that is opposed to the holy mind of
Christ. Wirrian HaNCOCK.

Fonthill, Fan. aoth, 1850.

MR. Ep1TOR,—In a latcissue of THE PRESBYTER-
1AN * A Church Member” is anxious to know if card
playing and dancing are wrong. It reminds mec of
the answer the sainted Bishop Mcllvaine gave a mem-
ber of his church who asked him: * Bishop, is it
wrong for Christians to dance?” It might be well for
many church members to think over and “inwardly
digest” the reply : “ Madam, Christions have no de-
sire to dance.”

He scesno harm in them. Those who indulge
in them seldom do. Did you ever see a dancing
church member who thought there was any harm in
it? In the town of Micanopy, Florida, where I spent
two winters, are tws churches, Presbyterian and
Methodist. There were weekly prayer-mcetings in
each, on different nights, and besides a fortnightly
meating for young men. All were welt attended.
Many of the young pcople became interested.  Sev-
cral young men took part in the mectings, About
Christmas of the second winter, “parties® were insti-
tuted by a few, and were kept up the remuinder of the
winter. At first they never had a party on prayer- #



