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AGRICULTURE

IN' the historv of Moses we read.
that Cain wvas' a "tille'r of the

gr.u," and, that Noah began
to be a,.husbandman and, pl;nted
a vincyard."' The Chinesp, Jap-
anPese, Chaldeansi Eg.Ypdanu: and
IPhcenician8, or Philistines, of, the-
Old Testament, ail appear to have
held:farrning or husbandr-Y1. in: the
hig&hest estimation; and ,strange- as
it. mnay 4eem, it is nô. lees truc,, that,
the twojirst named nations are far
ahcad of any other nation at the
present time in a. nuni3,c of ma-
tetial. points whicli arc neccessary to
what is called- high.fariing,.

' I China, so highly is agricul-
ture held in, esteem, that the Em-
peror annuaily, at the begining of
1 thêr year,,goes to a field ini per-
son,. in a common çart, paintcdl
green, and lu presence of the, Prin-
cess of 'the blood royal, ,of the. of-;
ficers of state, and firsc mnrn
of the empirç, holds thé- plough
for a tirne.

The ancient Fersians also made
it customary for their k-ings, once

Sa month, to. sit at table with a party
of practical husbandmen.

The ancient Romanis -arc looked
upon as the most warlie people
that ever existed,, end vczy littie..
investigation, has ever -bee.. made*
into the. cause.. A judicious.writer
qays that the Romans were con-
querors because. they were:-ctiltiva-
tors of the soil,. and that- thieir love
of war arose fr-om their attach-
i1ent to agriculture and thp inde-
pendence and felicity which, is en-
joye lu -i that m'ode of life.; and
the history of Rome from. its earli-

HIONORABLE.

est to it's latest Period, exhibits
pitoofs that the labors of agdicul-
ture, even when unattended by-
riches, were -held, ini higher estima-
tion. than they haqe ever been by
any. other. Euxopean nation. It
was -in. bonsequence of the high-h
honor in -which the profession was
held that ther Romans, after they
had madeý *.great conquests, stili
employed, as their consuls, dicta-
tors and commanders of mighty
armies,.men who, were in the habit
of supporting themselves by hold-
ing the- plough upon .tb.-.ir own
lands, To prove thi% it is unge-
cessary to.« relate thec stories of
Lucius Ci.!cinnatus and Marcus
Regulus, -which almost eveiw school'
boy has pat upon bis 'tcmgue..

In these fast railroad .days, -there
is, a vast deal of self-glorificatio-a
respecting the great progress of the
present time. We assume to have
first discovered. ana applied to hus-
bandry the varions processes of
irrigation, draining, -manuring, lim-
ing, marling, and also rotation of
crops. ami. cattie feedina-; nay, we
boast of h1aving made the plough.
the perfect.implement whichi itrnow:
is-; improved. from. the crooked,
saump in -use -some six hun.dred-
yeare.ago4 We-also speak-dfhav-

ingmprovedl a great. many of the
tools .-used in,. the arts ; .and last,
though-not7ileast, we go àboutbab--
bling respectirgr our triumphis -in
the -building ôf:splendid publie edi-:
focs; and what arc the £ficts; of the
case? The Persiang irrigated au d
da tined thecir*.lands 2,400-years,
as also dia the Milanese 900-years,-


