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# Surely & Society might be formed for the pur-
pose, and if for Wales, why not also for the Em.
pive and tho world” From this single sugyes-
tion, which was immediately adopted, aund ace
tive{y cirewlated, arosa that great Society whose
fifticth year we now celobrate. ” Its first public
meeting was held on the 7th of March 1804, and
was attended by three hundred persuns. The
firat president was the Right tlonorablo Lord
Teignmouth,and the first subscription annonnced
was £700,

Wihen the Socicty commenced its operations
it was found that fewer-copies of tho Seripturcs
wero in cireulation in Great Britain than was
supposcd, ynd that in fact t'go}y hugd become more
and moro searce.  In tho Highiands of Scotland,
and {n Ireland, they wove rarely to be met with,
and in Franco they were confined to the few fa-
mily Bibles to bo found among the descendants
of the Hupgucnots, In Germuny, too, there were
not many copies, and those existing were exclus
sively to be scen among Protestants, In the
rest of Liurope, with few exceptions, and almost
in tho whole of Asia and Africa, the Bible was
an unknown book. In Amnerica, wherever the
English lunguage was not spoken, it was cqually
rare, T'his was the position of the world when
tho Bible Socicty conmenced its movenent,

Its progress was slow at tho outset—Iuropo
was engaged in war, and tho Continent therefore
barred aguinst its ctforts. It dud not for a long
time mcet with o, very cordinl support among
somo portions of the Christian community in
Englaud, its constitution was assniled, its ohject
misunderstood. Difttealties scemed to susround
it upon all sides, but the work was of God and
for the extension of his Son's hingdom’ in the
world, and therfore His blessing was upon it,
and {t was carricd triumphantly - through every
difficulty, and even became the more vigorous by
meuns of the very opposition it had to cncoun.
ter When peace took place opportunity was af-
forded for an cxtension of the work abroad, and
then commenced those efforts whicl have never
since been relaxed.  Similar societies were soon
formeg, first a2 Nurembuvg,. afterwards removed
to Basle, at Berlin, Wirtemburg,and clsewhere on
the Continent. In Aumerica an Assocition was
in existence as long ago as the year 1808, The
Continental socicties were at first in connexion
with the Parcnt Society, bue difficulties havin
srisen, it was considered best that they shoult
act_independently, cach association adopting
uch a course as scemed most judivious underits
peculiar circumstances, Subscquently to this
arrangement the system of agencics wasndupted
by the parént Society for carrying out its ohjecis
on the Continent and clsewhere, and by this
means an immense cirenlation of the Scriptures
has been made in France, Belgipm, and Germa.
ny, in addition to the ciiorts of the local socic-
ties. The agencies were soon extended to the
North of Europe, the Mediterranean, and. Tur.
key, aud the results of theso operations are now
apparent io our own day, Auxiliury associa-
tions had in the meantime arisen in the British
Colonics, and in the Eust Indies, anl cfforts
were mide upor Ching, and thus nt lust wus
completed the mighty machinery of. the  British
and Foreign Bible Society which we now. sco,
and.which by its associations, agencies, depots,
and cstablishiments, s now making its aggressivo
but_ salutary movements upon the greater part
of the hahitble globe.

Your Comnittec neeid not dwell on the. great
objoct of the,Socicty. which -is now so well ap.
precinted in this Province. It is simply the cir-
culation of the Holy Seriptures without. nate or
comment. -Neither need they dwell upon the
catholicity of its constitution, which, affurds an
opportunity to all who love: the Lord Jesus
Chirjst, and desire to advance his blessed Gospel,
to meet upont ont broad basis. and .unite in the
extensipn of s causo in the earth. Such an.

unioly was at first opposed to the- feclings of.

many.a sincere, christinn, but gradually. prejudi.
eos haye been removed, and the Society has. ar.

tived at the.perjod when Clyristians ofhxall denos -

e -
.

minations can meet ui)on its Jubileo platform,
when Her Gracious Mujesty the Queen has be-
come one of its patrons, And the -ubilee sermon
was preachied by the Primate of all England,
His Grace the Archbishog of Canterbury.

‘Thus looking at *all tho way whick the Lord
hath led” the Society during the pust mine and
forty years, your Comtuittee would proceed to
exhibit vomo of the results which have followed
its operations, ‘Lhe following statement pub-
lished under-the authority of the Society, will af
ford a brict cowpendium of its wonderful suc-
cess.

1. At the present tima the socictics in connox.
jon with the Bible Society are—

In Great Bustain ‘ .
In the Colonies and other Dependencics,
Ireland has

Foreign Socicties with Branches, about

J249°
4938
510

4000

Making n total of 845

2. When the Socicty was fivst establisheq, the
translations of the Bible in whole or in part,
may have been about fifty; but since then the
number has geeatly increased. ‘I'here nre now
one hundred and forty-cight langunges or dine
leets in which the Souiety has promoted the dise
tribution, printing, or translntion of the Scrip.
tures. Tho number of versinns {omitting those
which are printed in diferent characters ouly)
is 175, Of these 121 are translativus never be.
fore printed.

8. I'he circulation of the Biblo shows also the
following increase.

During the fivst four years the number

of copics was 81,157
Last year alone at home and abroad it

was 1,188,794
Tho total issues from tho commence-

ment have heen 26,571,103

Assisrance has been given to other socictics in
the distribution of about cighteen millions more:
so that the circulation by mouns of these com.
bined socicties, cannot be less thun Forty-threo
nullions of copics of tho Holy Scriptures in whole
or in part.

T'o shew the liberality by which the work has
been sustained by its fiiends, it may be mention.
ed, that the Socicty bas been placed in funds so
a3 to exyend, in carrying out its operations from
the commencement to the present time, the lurgo
stm of .£3,950,993 7. 5d.,, nearly four millions
of pounuds sterling,.

n looking ut this great work it will not be out
of place to glnnce at some of tho means by which
itis carricd out, And of thoe various agencics
employed, that which most interests us as pecu.
harly belonging to this Society, nnd which bids
fair-to be adopted as the most eflfricnt means in
the dissemination of the Striptures throughout
the world, is the colportage syssem, This wus
commenced in the year 1830 by some fricuds of
the Society in France, who sent out 1wo or three

colporteurs or pedlars of the Scriprures in thay 74

country. ‘The aume statés the occupation of the
individual, as it incans literally in French “ neck
carrier,” from the mode wdopted by the colpor-
teur in carrying his books in a lcather bag slung.
over his shoulders, i
These humblo individoals were so ‘successful
in tho new cnterprize, that 1n:1837, under the di
rection of M. de Pressense, the agent in France,
the system wus fully adopted in that country,
and forty-four men of tried piety were sent forth,.
engngred solely 1n disposing of tho Scriptures
among the people. Since that time 1,692,998
copics have been distributed by this means in
Franco. alone. ~ Similar success has auiended
their labors in'Belgum, Hollund, and Germany.
The colporteur, fiom his position and calling,
has necess to all classes, from the highest to the
lowest, and it.is asscricd that to him, under the
blessing of Gud, tho: Bible Bociety owes its dis.

‘tribugion in.Roman: Catholic countries. :It would

have heen impossible to dissemininte sycha nam-

-bor of Seriptures in thozo countrics in any other

way. The résults have .been, apparent:in. the.
well authenticared. instances.of pumbers of ithg .
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French peaple—~in some places whols commnnes
—turning from their former faith, and becoming
openly Protestants, in parts of she country where
a Protestant had scarcely before been known..

Tha success of the colpofteurs has, gt
adoption of ugeneies of luméthing the snmte Sl
racter in Englartd, Ircland, India, ahd clsewhifo.
It is considered that the grent. religions‘revelu.
twon in the: West of Irclund has‘arisen): undeéra
Providence, from the adoption of simjlar sheis,
and the Missionaries in'Syria attribuie 1hé conds:,
mencement of the awaKening of tho Armenian
chuichies to agents of tho like character employ.
ed by the Society. + It 13 nlso neserted that the cx.
traordinary revolution now taking placs in Chinn
may in no small weasure be traced to the ome.
ployment of the sumo kind of humb!o laborers in
the disiribution of the Scriptures.

Your commitice would -now~turn to ¢hat

which 1nore particularly refors to the present oce

7 casion, viz., to the Jubilee movement of the Pa.

rent Society.

Wiien the filtieth yeor of the Soclety drew
near, it was considered that so interesting & pe-
riod in its history should be specially commemo.
rated,  Resoluuions to that effect were passed
by tho parent committee, and a circular was
deawn up which was addressed to the Auxilinrics
and friends of tho Society throughout the world,
embodying tho views of the committce on the
subject. Among othor things it was recommend.
cd thut a day should be sct apnrt for a special
Public Mecting by all the Auxilinties, Branches,
and Associntions, throughout the .world, and it
was subscquently proposcd that the day upon
which we now mcet should be fixed for that pur-
pose. It was also recommended that there
should be n speciat Jubitee Fund, 1o which con.,
tributions were solicited from all the friends of
tho cause. ['Lhis: fund was to he uppropristed
for the furtheranco of certain ohjects which have
already appearcd in tho provious numbers of thé
Jubilee Iemembrancer.) _ ) o

On ‘Tucsday, tho &th of last March, the Pab.
lic Jubilce Mceting of tho parent *oclety was
held in Excter Hall, in London. On this ocea-
sion there appearcd upon the platform an asseme
Llage of the foremost men in England in -intel.
lecy, in bivth and station, and in christian philan.
thropy, such us no similar mecting had ever be.
foro ovoked. ‘The nohle statesman, the dignitas
ry of the church, and the missionury of the cross
who had borne the burthen and licat of the ds
in forci:ip lauds, came forward with other emi.
nent individuals to do honor to the occasion,
and by their eloquent addresscs to acknowledge
the goodness of ‘tho God of the Binle in raising
up such a Society. At the close of the mecting
it was announced that the contributions. to - the-
Jubilee Faud then amounted to £7000, and they.
have gone on incrénsing so that by the last ace
counts from England, it i3 mcnl{ohcd that the.
fund has already reached the sum of £29 957 0s.

As has becn mentioned, a commemoraiion
sermon on behnll of the Society was preached og
Wednesduy, the 9th.of March ust, at 8t: Paul's
Cathedral in London,. by His; Grace the Archi
bishop of Canterbury, and on the following 8un<
day sermons wére Krcachcd and collections taken
up for the Jubilce Fund throughout the country..

From the commencement o:“ the Jubilce move-

ment in the mother country down to the latest

-fccounts, your committee:léarn that the interest

taken in it.has: gone on increasing, and’ that
mectings of the must'gratifying. character have
Leen held, and othors are about being held, all’
to help on the good cause, K N

Your commitieo wonld now.turn to cur-own
humblo Auxiliary, and lay- before you' a short
outline of its history, before mention ng the ste,
which hiave hecn taken.hero 1o .carry onti the .
views of tho parént committce, as expressed .in.. .
theil;‘ J(g»ilcecslrcu:ail;‘s e Boct T

‘The Nova Scotia Bible S8ociety was formcd on
tho 94th:of November, 1814, ",Iy ;oﬁ'ggfdiiiéil,. i
was in:a great measare'duc to thc uaweatied ef-. -
forts of Lientcnant Colonel ‘Addison; the' miliis:" *



