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Etbprsï-M3ho arib "WJhat?
THE OPENING LECTURE.

PRINCIP'AL Mý-ACVICAR SI'EAKS-ELrnEtsîîîP TuE Il IGHEST
OFrIlCE-YOUNoteR MEN WVANTED-EtLDEIIS SIIOIJLD
GO TO COLI.IGE-LiP-LONG TEItms op OFFICE,
UNDESIRA1tLF.

A large and intelli-..,-t audience was acnsbled in tise David Maorrice
liait oit Wediiesday niglît, October 3rd, ta itear tise opeing lecture cf
the session. Sisartiy after eili o'cioclc, as tise air was fiied witis
aselodious strains frora tise belfry, tue students robed la academicals
climmîbed tue btairway front te recetîtion rooras below sind enitered tise
hall, marcising up tise aisie ta tue scats reserved for uadergrmdustes.
Tise meiniers cf Senste and Facuity foiiowed and tack marc prominent
pesitions on tise platforra. 'l'le Rev. Dr. King, bioderator cf tise Gen-
eral Assembly, occupied tise chair, and was supporîed on his right and
kIft rcspectiveiy l'y David Morricc, Esquire, and Principal Mac.
vicar, D.lJ., LL.D.

Tise Cairman having announced tise mectrical version cf tise 67th
Psalaî, it stas iseartiiy sung undertise lca'lersisipo cflrof. John MeLcaren ;
the 11ev. A. B. Mackay, cf Crescent Street Churcis, read a portion cf
tise 6&th P&alm. afîer wlîicis the Cisairman lW ini jrayer.

Principal blmcvicar tisen stepped fürward and delivered an elaborate
lecture on tise "Office and WVorlt of tise Eider." We make tisefoiiow.
ing extracts front tise t Vines, whicis,with laudabie entMrrise, pubiisised

tise lecture in fuî: -
Loolced nt la tie light cf Seripture we note tise faiiowing points:
I. Eiders arc called cf Gud's Spirit ta this office. Na moa soulti

tlie tisis isonor ta himseif unless ise is caiied of Ccd, as was Aaron.
Ilence eiders sisould bce mea separated anti consecratel il% iseart and life
ta tise Lord, citariy aad distinictiy known bý' their higis vocation; good
men, undoumtediy, but ais e n cf superiar intelligence, and if they
isae net enjoyed tise advantagts cf a iberai education, yet cettainiy
charactcrized, by spiritual insight and culture la Divine tisings, for evcry
good emeature wiiuse name stands an tie rail cf tise cisurcis aisd sceras
picus ant inoffensive is flot fit ta, ie an eider any more sisan godiess
cnes cf iigi social rank and position. Neitiser mnere isarilessaîess nar
obtrusive force andi forwardiiess can qualify a man for tisis office.

An eider shoulci, stithaut doulit, be ac 11<1 cf Gad,--calied, ustifle1
andiacceptetio cxlat. Ile siauid se fuliy persualettisathie is forgiven,
tisat ise isas received ncw lite from tise Spirit cf C;cd-,tit isc is a tenmple
cf the llaly Glisos-tliaî isl taugist anid led lîy tise Spirit cf Christ ;
for '"if any mnan have net tise Spirit cf Christ tic is none cf fis"'-andl
if nuone cf hi% whiat business bas he llitis tise eldersii, or any office la
tise cisurcis?

But mare tisan this, he shoulti feel iîimsetlf inwardiy calleti-moveti
by a Divine impulse actinîg upoîs tus soul ta undertake this woric. *TIîis,
la reaiity, is lus trac titie ta tise office ; for Cati by Ilis liliy Spirit
first ci.alt quaiiesnsen to bc inistcrs, or eiders,and tise Ciîurcm mereiy
olis ta active service and trains tisose whtisre thus divinely fltted for it.

But cati a nman discover tisat lie is tisîs calied i Certainl>!. 1)OCS
flot a mani ktow isis owa mnîd? Does ise not know uhiat ise is moveti
ta <le, or ta abstalin front doiîug ? Do not evcn wiclted mea ltaow ad
uînderatanti very distinctiy tisat siscy are impelleci iîy evii impulses ta
pursue cvii caurses? Anti cannot gaci aiea know tiierougisiytisat isey
are movcd by Divine power te a life cf holincas? Tisere lasucneessity
for %vrapping up tise subject la impenctratîle mystery. %VIhcn laels
a man ta titis offite he is inteliçcntiy and'cainsiy mcved tisereto in is
own seul; ,land on due relleetion lt tic uversi lint lie possesses in
%.ome degrec tise qualifications cf lîeart antd head whiicis arc seedcd for
tise discisarge vf the duties ise feels wiliug ta undertake. Se mach for
anc point. I ftitaik :

Ili. lisa itiers are calied ta tisis office b>' the voice cf tise people.
Firat, calitd inwsrdly, caiied ini ieart and soul. by God's Spirit-

lisen caiied eulwardiy b>' God's pcolle-tsis la tise Divine rcler.
Iiow do we kaewi We knaw it front tise Word wici is thse oni>'

raie wecoanaceeptilasettiing ailsucismaltera. T'hey are notdetermiued
by legisiative esuactnmeiits otf tise State, by tise veice of Cisurcis Courts, er
by aclent customa, but oniy by the NVcrd cf tise Lord.

Anti d0you flot sec prapriet>', safet>' andi wisdom la this Divine order?
Prcpricty, for sure> u t us night, scemi>' andi beautiful, tisat evcry

member cf, tie body cf Christ, ever>' one includet in tise communion cf
tise chtsrei sisoult! take part la malting choice cf thcse wise are se isolti
office. This seems necessar>' la arder ta interest ail tise members, ta
draw tisera cul la sympats> and prayer, andti 1 get a fair expression cf

thse collective wisdom of the churcis in the matter; and I have observed,
afler an experience of ovcr twenty years, thit thic Lordl guides his people
in tise exercise of this rigist sa as ta secure tise very bcst resuits.

There is safety aiso in tisis ordcr, for, suppose some wcak andi conceitcd
entisusiasts shouid appear in a church claiming ta be called of God and
pre.emincatty qufIified ta tencis and ta rute, titis election by thse people
is anl effectuai clseck upern thcir ioliy. Aithaugs these pragmaticat en-
thusiasts may be beside themseives the whoie church cai scarcely ise
imaginecl in this candition, and heace the Lord wili restrain tiser by
thc han<I ofhis peopie duclining ta oeil thera ta office. They may tisc
bc eiected ta remain iii tile ranks, and may possibiy Ilstudy ta be quiet
and (Io their own business."

But there is mare thtan propricty and safety in titis arder, there is
Divine wisdom. Tlie Lord knows tisat it is good for congregations to
malte tise effort tu find amang tisentselves suitabie persans ta bc eiders.
It wili conipel tisem ta know ane nnother better than is usuaiiy the case,
and this is a sort nf comîpulsion that a:ay be vtry beneficial in most
churclies. It will reveil I o tisern isow ricis or honr poor tiscy are l
spiritual gifts. If they dliccover a dozen or a score of aien emiarntiy
fitted for this office and wiiling ta undertalce its cluties, then they are
ricis indeed, and sisauid give Godt thati'.s. But if they cati scarceiy flad
any ane ta serve thse IAord ia titis capacity it iflot pla that they souid
seek mare spiritual flfe and pîower frora on isigli ?

But titis la sial aIl s ec (od's wisdomn in asking the people ta malte
cha)ice of eiders la the fact titt tiîercby tiîey becoîne responsible ta tisera
and for thena. WVc ati tiscrtdore siy ta tie people, You have piaced
these eiders ovcr yourseives voiuntariiy and, tiierefore, you sisould find
it natural andti asy ta lionor anîd obey thera la the Lord. You have de-
lilierateiy given thein this place and you nmust flot contradict ycur own
act Iîy dibregarding themn. Nay, mare, you are responsibie for tisern.

Tlîcy are yaur eiders, and if they ire flot sucs as tiscy should be you
are to ale. and hence, lîîsîead af finding fauit, youi shouci confesst
your fault and ihe incessant in supplicationç ta Gcd ln their beisaif, and
most taiergetic la your efforts ta second ail tiseir holy eiecavars and to
crowa tiseir labors tritis succesa.

Sec, then, tie goodlnt.s andI wiçdom of ChriNt aur Saviaur la tiss
arrangement lîy whieh eiders are flot oniy caiicd of Ilis Spirit, but aiso
eaiied of Ilis people ta their sacred office. 1 remark :

111. Tttat cIdéistba.e, called or Ccd -andi ettetei ly M$k flck 2xe also
ordairied ta office. But wisat is ordination ? There are unany vasgue
anti superstitio:ts notions eatertained about tisis m.stter. %Ve may say
la a word that ordination is an act cf the Cisurch tiurough iser proper
offlce.isearers, isy wsicis, la the fiante ai tise Lord Jeus Chri-%t, sise in-
vesta a man wids sacred office, and sets hin apaît for the diseharge of
its duties.

The main thing, the thing decaîed essentiai, is that the Cisurch iîy
her proper officers do solemniy, and in tise nanie of Christ, signify her
recognmitian af tise cati of the lioly Cisost addressed ta certain persoas,
and tise chisoce of tise people iii reguiariy caling sucis persoîts ta office.
We tis avoid two injurians extremîses, timat svhici malts far toc Jittie
and tit wisich maltes far toc achs of ordination, tise trror, namely, of
Plymouthisits on the onc isand, andi Sacranientariamîs on tise otiser. Il
la manifeîiy anr ignoring of Scripitître ta deny the fact and the sigaifi.
cance of ardination and coascqucently tlie office of eider atotgether.
Thsis is surely going tac far in une direction. Eqn.aliy unscriptural is it
ta exaît ordination ta the ranlt of a s.scramenî amni ta regardl the New
Testament eider as a pricst and ta pretemîd Ia say that every so-calicd
priest cati trace his eclesiasticid pedigree ail tue n-ay down front tise
Apoleb througs an umîbrokta line of-onitwarct succession. Such pre.
tensions arc sureiy anl outtage ulion contrntin sense anti an insuit ta evemy
intelligent student cf isiory. And yet we iiiust add that upoa fte
two nations, that ofa:scriliiig sacrame,,itai efflc.scy ta tise simple rite of
ordinat:on, aîîd that of sabstituhing priL.5:s for eiders and claiming for
isera, %% itiout beingabie ta provcîit in a single case, apostuiic succession,

tests the whiole fabric cf modcem rituaiismi and hierarcisical absoiutismi.

We have far toc, much autocracy or anc man power la aur congrep.-
tiens. We utio preacîs fait tu sec tisat it is aur business specially tc
otganize, io eali forth, te empluy ani direct aUi t'te sancified talent ut
tise churcis, and espccialiv of <,ur f-low eiders. Instead cf attempting
ta do aIl tings ourseîves, We should have everyb)ody yauag and oId,
busiiy sesviag the Lard in sorte capacity. Instcad cf having a vast
samoant cf untmpioyed talent going ta wabîe and b.'caniag injurittus fur
uant of ull, just as we have ini thse iands of aur people milions cf dol-
lars ut*erly utuav&ilable fcr the Lord's purposes, instead cf this, 1 say,
wc sl~ juld canstaatly airla at isaviag the sii hle Church a living scele cf
Cisrist'n, liimrality antI spiritual activity. Wisy shauld ministers alone
undertaite flot only te fi il the puipit but asa ta maniage the Suriday-
scisool, tise Bible clasa, the prayer meeting, and looktmfter the poor, tise
aic and the dying? Why siseuid people and eiders ashow thenu, or
force theas te have sucs a menopcly cf spiritual functiens ?

Il was fav ctherwisc la the days ef the Apostle James whea lie said,
"Is sny sicit araeng you ? Let limlail for the eiders of tise cisureh,

and let thera pray over hira."
Instcad cf this it sers naw te bic assumcd in many quarters that the

miaister sbould be endoed with a sort cf omniscience hy whicls ie tan


