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reduce the annual deficiency, and in
order to achieve this result it may
be necessary that cheaper pOstage
shall prevail. In the United States
the iwocenr letter rate has been fo-
und most sivtis{actory. It is true th-
at the territory of the Dominion is
lavger, and that our population is
smailer and more scattered, and the
postal expenses therefore greater.yet
we are confident that if a cheaper

rate were granted the number of let
-ters sent by mail would be so mater-
ially incrqased that there would be
litile increase in the annual deficit.

Another cause forjust complaint is
the postage rate on drop-letters. A
r.ote which has but a block to travel
cosis as much to deliver as would
one sent from Ilorida to British Col-
umbia. ‘This should not be. The old
rate of one eent for drop ietters was
fully enough, and when that rule was
in force the letter boxes for city no-
res were used to a much greater ex-
tent. The ihird and fast grievance
is with 1that 1llogical department of
the service where letters are regis
tered. A fee of five cents is charg
-ed for regzistering a letter, and in
return for the expenditure the citizen
has only the guarantee that a little
extra care will be taken by the dep-
artment to ensure the safe keeping
of the letter. If the letter is lost or
delayed, the sender, and not the I,

Q.. is held responsible for the inclos-
ure. In other words the lecter is in-
sured for safe delivery, the premium
is paid, but no insurance is guaran
teed. The service would not be wea-
kened, if instead of demanding the
jee for unfulfilled services, an arrang-
ement were made by which postal
orders for small sums might be obta-
ined. In the near future we must
either be supplied with postal cur-
rency or be provided with postal or-
ders for small amounts. —Critic.

SUGGESTIONS ABOUT yYoUn
COLLECTION. :

A collector cannot be too carelnl
in seleccing stamps for his or her col-
lection. DBefore selecting a stamp
note that it is evenly centered, light-
1y cancelled and perfect in every res.
pget.  Sometimes it Is necessary to
put stamps in your album that are
imperiect but as soon as better speei-
mens can be obtained, they should be
subatituted for the poor ones. 1
placing stawps in your album be sure
to puc them in sguare and straight,
as noching offends the eye more than
to sée the stamps put in irregulariy.
Be sure that all pieces of paper, ewe.,
are removed from the backs of the
stamps and hinge them in uneatly and
sguarely with the hinges at the top,
so0 they can be laid back without
trouble. Underneath each stazup
put the date when you received ir,
froisr whom and the cost, also, if (des-
irabie, and in a short time your col-
jection will be one of pleasant mem-
ories.

Should a blank album be preferred
1n a printed one, the stamps may be
arrapged to best suit the owner's
taste.

A very pretiy and attractive man-
ner is to arrange the stamps in the
jorm of'some emblem, or of the flag of
the country which you desire to putg
in. TFor instance the stamps of Cape
Colony might be arranged in the forml
of an anchor, ete. A collection s0 gr-
ranged would be a pleasure o look
upon. Again I wish to say, be carc-
ful wiih your collection, and the re-
sults will more than* pay you. - I «in-
cerely hope this article may prove of
benatit to.some at least.

25 cents pay for a yz2ar's sucsirip-

vion 10 this paper.




