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13. S.Jottings.

B3' DoTriE LoNESOmE.

Porto Rico is now lost to spain. October
ISthj the Isand passed into the hands of
this government. M1ilitary rule willprevail.
iikewise the postal rules and arrangements
as now in operation, uiitil Congrees shall
uteet this fali and provide a form of govern-
ment and postal departmnent for the îslands.
The peace commission now in session at
Paris, arranging the terms of settliment of
the war with Spain, seerns to be
putting Cuba and the Phillipines under the
stars and stripes. There is no certainty
as yet, Porto Rico being the only coiony
transfcrred to this government.

1)uringr the comning session of Congres!-
there w~ill l'e introduced a bill mhich wil
provide for the use of pestage stamps as a
medium of exehange. The department
will not redeem unused stamps for cash at
present owing to the commission basis on
which, many hundred of the smahler officeq
are operated un<ter. The plan to be intro-
duced wvill homwevcr, dIo aw-ay with the
above obstacle, by being canceiled when
purchased. The bill is ver3' Iengthy and
wiil be hailed with approvai from ai who
do any sort of mail order business.

Many changes in color have becn made
lately in ail our stamps. It is impossible
te give.a complete list at present. Changes
have been announced thathave noV appear-
ed as yet, but very ohortly we hope Vo he
able Vo furnish a complete list.

There has been a noticeable thinness, tu
our staînp papers during the hast few
months. One or two enterprising publisb-
ers have kept their papers up to the stAin-
dard, but the average publisher bas had a
close cahi Vo make ends meet. The ever
regrular and neyer forgotten, "New is the
time Vo subscribe" has not had the financiai.
attention wishied for and the low prices
have not been such as Vo temnpt dealers to
advertise. A brisk trade seems assured
and we hope our papers wihl thicken up
as the season grows older.

A contract for' the printing of our
stamped envelopes bas been awarded Vo
the Plympton Mlorgan *Co., which wilh
make us another set of stamped envelopes
to add Vo our collections. The dies wilh
have Vo be altered in some secret way
somuthing similar Vo the Continental and
National prints of our own stamps in the
seventies. It may be that the cohors may
be changed.

Pbilately has been admitted asR a science
by the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and
Sciences, and bas been given a department
Vo be known as "Section of l>bIilately."
Lectures, business and exchange are the
features already establishcd. To some col-
hectors philately is a science, Vo others a
mania, and Vo the most of us a hobby.
The hobby collecVor would be satisfied Vo
have one variety of each denomination of
the first issue of Brazil. The Science col-
lector must have eighteen varieties of the
30R and 90R, and Vwenty four varieties of
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