-—'. . - b ‘

86

PLEASANT

TLOUNLRS.

[y 'S . =y .

* And suddenly there was with the
ungel o multrude of the hewvenly lhiost
pral dng God. nnd suying. * Glory to God
In the Lighest, pesco on earth, good-will
towasd men ™

“Oh, the sound of the rejoining that
tilledd that uppor alr ! Even sinee fn my
heatt have | ocarifed that foretusts of
heaven ¥

Ihe odd shs pherd pans 3 with g8neh o
Lght on hig uptarned fice that he seemed
to hfs e strek listeners to be hearing
nenln that  sune  angehe chorus  the
chosun thiat rang down from the watehe
tawers af heaven  eresg oarth's lowly
sheep-fohl, on that firat Christmas nieht

‘here wag nosolemn hogh Then he
snfdd,  And when they wore gone awny
and the Dght and the xohe were no wmore
with ux, we spake one to another. nnd
roge in ha<te and went to Be hilehom.
And we found  the Rahe Iving in o
mancer with Mary s mother! and we
fell downp end worshipned him.

“Phirty years hag it been s'nee the
birt!® ot Ixracl's Messieh  and T gt and
worder all the dav. wender when ho
will appear onee more to hig neaple
Surely the time masgt be wollpigh here
wiien he may elnim his kingdom 0
lord. let not the gervant deoare nnelil
these eves that hoheld the Child shal)
have goen the King in his bheauty *7

Jool remained kneeling besile olit Heler,
pertoctly mntlonless  He wag fittive to.
gother the Mnks that  he  had lately
fonnd. A chitd heralded o angelg pro-
clatmed by a star. worshipped by tho
Magi ' A man changing water into wine
at only 8 word !

“t ghall vet see him ™ exclaimed the
volce of old Heher, with such sublime
ssgutanes of fafth that it found a re-
spenen in every heart

There was anather solemn stillness, so0
deep that the goft fintterine af o nicht-
moth amund the famp startled them

‘hen the ehild’s volee range out oarer
and  shrill  bat trinmphant as §f in-
apired ¢ Rahly Phineas he {6 wag who
changed the water into wine '~ Thir
triend of Nozareth and the babe of Both-
lehem are the same ¥
The heart of the carpenter was strange-
Iv gtirred but §t woas full of donbt  Not
that the Christ had heen horn—the teach-
inps of all his Hisime Yed him to
expect that: hut thnt the chasen Onn
conld be a friend of his—the thought
was too wonderful for him

The old shepherd sat an the enuch,
feebly twisting hic fineers, and talking
1o himeclf. e was ropoenting hits of the
story he had fuct *ald them * * And lo
an angal overhead " he matterad  Then
he 00ked un, whisnering saftiv. * Glarv
to Ced in the highest—and peace. Yes.
on enrth peace

*“He geemi ta have farration everve
thine elga” satd Nathan  sienalline to
the moen aatside 1a 1ead him hame  “His
mind e wired awav en‘ireivthat it mav
krep unepotted the vecord of that nieht’s
rocelation. He tells it over and over,
whether e has a listerer or not*

They ted him gentlv ant. the white-
haired white-sanled old ghonherd Heher,
1t seemed to Jeel that the wrinkled faee
wag Muminated by gsome inner licht. not
of-this werld. »nd that he lingerad among
men only to reprat to them. over and
over hix ome story  That eiranee. gweet
story of Bethlehem's first Christinas-tide.

(To be continned)

ROCKS FROM THE SKIFS

Meteoric stones. in single mnsses and
in cshowers, have fallen from the atmos-
where at varions: and in many cases an-
certain periofds—throughout the world.

‘The largest of thece metenvie hagdieg
known nuntil the past tew vears is in the
Province of Tucuman, in South Americn
in the milst of an e<iensive plain, 1t
weighs 20 004 pounds,

A mass in the Tmperial Cabinet. in
Vienna, was broush* from Agrem, in
Croatia, where it fell in 1751, Tt was
reen bv  the inhabitants while falling
trom the alr, and is <aid to have ap-
peared ltke & globs of fire.

ot Pallas in hig travels in Sioeria,
tound a mass in the mountains of Kemir,
wejerhine 1680 pornds. whirh the jn-
habitante tald him fell from the skv.

Abtout 150 miles from Bahia, in Reazll,
fa a 1mpa- of ervtalline texture welgh-
fng 14,000 pounds.

There §8 a specimen in a ecabinet at
New  Haven, Conn,,  wolghtug 3,000
poutdy, which was brought from tho
Red River Valley, in Loulstuana.

The largest meteor now known de-
geended on o farm in the township of
Clayryille, Pennsy lvanla, @ few yea s ago.
It required three men severnl duyy to un-
curth the monster, 1t had penetested
tho enrth until it came in contact with a
steatum of limestone  when this sudden
check of its fearful veloelty caused it to
break into many ploces, of all sizeg and
shapws: yet when the earth was romoved
from around ft, it st preserved {8
originn! «hape,  lts welght was estimated
at 200 tons.
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QUEEN VICTORIA.

One of the ladles in waiting on Queen
Victoria, In a letter to a friend in this
country, told an amusing story of the
Qucen’s kindness and tact. During her
stay at Oshorne Castle, an Irish nurse
came with ber little charges, the children
of the Duke of 8., to visit the children
of the Princess of Battenberg. While the
party were at tea in the nursery, the
Ouern entered unexpectedly,  Trish Nelly
stood  up. pale and trembling. The
Gueen  presently saw  her, and  said,
kindly :

*The children do credit to your care
of them.”

On this Neliy fell upon her kneeo in a
{frenzy of embarrassment. crying ow®
“Yes, O Queen ! No. O Queen !” bending
her head with cich sentence. * It's from
County Tork 1 came, an’ little does me
father know 1 do be acquainted this day
wid the great Queen of the world ¥

‘fhe children burst into shrieks of
lanughter. but the Queen, checking the
smile which rose to her own lips, shook
her head at them. gently bace the woman
rise, and sout her upon an errand untft
she could recover her wits,

‘The early bingraphies of Victorir de-
scribe lier as imperious in manner, and
fully conscious of the xulf which separat-
ed her from the rest of mankind. The
Dulke of Wellincton, after an audience
with his yvouthful sovereign. .once shrug-
el his shonlilers ag he came out, sayving
with a Jaugh :

* How the little Indv docs love to rule!”

Bt the officiale who xorravnd her at
«Gurt, now in her old age. repreaent her
as kind aml condiderate .of the feclings
and comfort of her ‘poorest servant or
neighbour. and apparently forgetful. in
her attention to the great questions of the
dav. of her onwn exnited rank.

Tha opeat Nueoen raling -for more than
half a century over a large portion of the
rlobe is tanpht by vears. like the ordin-
ary woman, to soften the judgment of
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youth, and to feel that all men, rulers
ansd ruled, stand on one level as children
of the same Father,

AN ELOQUENT ADDRESS

The subject of the protection of Am-
ertean missionaries in Turkey wus under
discuseion In the Unhed States Sennte
tecently, and in the course of the debate,
Mi. Frve. of Maine, delivered a brief
speech which was so effective a piece of
impromptu  eloquence as to he worth
every Amerlean’s reading.  Schoolbovs
might well adopt it as a declamation, and
all readers, old and young alike, will find
themselves stirred by its patrlotic appeal,
Iet us hope that the United States may
never fall behind Eagland's example in
protecting American citizens wherever
they may be, or whoever may scek to
outrage them. We subjoin an ahstract
from Senator Frye's speech @

Mr. Prestdent : T think that one of the
gandest thines in all the history of
Great Britain s that gho does protect her
subjocts everywhere, anywhere, and un-
der all clrenmetances. I do not wonder
that o Rritish sabiect loves his country.
This lttle incldent, with which vou are
all familiar, is a marvellous illustration
of the protection which Great Dritain
gives to her subjects:

The King of Abvsdinia took a British
subject named Casn-ren, about twenty
years ago. carvied hvm up ta the fortress
of Magidala, on the helghig of a rocky
monntain. und put him into a duneecon,
without cauge assizned, It took six
monthe for Great Britain to find that ont.
Then Great Britain demanded his jm-
medlate release. King Theodore refused
the release,

In less than ten days after that refngs)
was received ten thousand Briti-h «ol-
dicre, including five thousand Sepoys,
were on hoard ships of war and were
sniline dewn the crast. When they had
disembarked. thevy were marchad across
that terrible conntry, a distance of seven
hundred miles, under a burning sun, un
the mountain, un to the very hoights In
front of the frowning dungesn: then
gave battie. battered down the .ron gates
of the stone walls, reached down into the
dunrean. and lifted out of it that ane
British subiect, King Thendore killing
himselt with his own nistol.

Then thev earried him down the moun-
tain, across the land, put him on hoard a
white-wineed shin and sped him to his
home in safetv. That cnst Great Britain
twenty-five million dollar<, and made
General Nepjer Lard Nanier of Magdala.

That was ’ grept thine for a smreat
country to do—a country that has an eve
that can see all acrosg the acean. all
acro<g the Innd away un to the monntain
heights, and awayv down to the darksome
dungeon. cue subject of hers out of her
thirty-eight millions of people, and then
has an arm strong epough and long
enough to stretch across the same ocean,
across the same landsg, up the same moun-
tain heichts, down to the same dungeon,
and then lift bim out and carry him to
his own country and friends. Who
would not die for a country that will do
that ?

“ The Ploneers. A Tale of the Western
Wilderness.” Tllustrative of the adven-
tures and dircoveries of Sir Alexander
Mackenzie. By R, M. Bailantyne. Lon-
don : James Nishet & Co. Toronto:
Willlam Briggs.

Few writers have done more than R. M.
Ballantyne to make Canada’s Great l.one
Land of the far Northwest known to the
world. He was for many years in the
employ of tlee Hudson Bay Comwnany,
traversod the vast prairies and threaded
the streams and forests of the H. B.
territory. Sir Alexander Mackenzie was
one of the most encrgetic aud successful
of the discoverers who explored the vast
wilderness of Rritish America. He
traced the great river which bhears his
name. one of the largest in the world. to
its outlet in the Polar Sea He was the
first to cross the Rocky Mountains in
those high latitudes .and <lescend to the
Pacifir Ocean, In the farm of a starv
Mr. Ballantync has given us an outline
af n very important ,period jo the history
of onr awn country. This bonk is one
of a scries of seventeen describing
Memwer- of civilization .in mauny lan-is at
Abe cheap rate .of a shilling each. It
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wonld make a valuable addition to any
lfbrary. ‘The boys, and girls, too, wouly
read these books with avidity,

“‘The Story of Princess Alfce,
Iden! Woman.,” By Eliza . Pollarg
New York : Thomas Whittaker, Tor.
onto : \Villlam Briggs.

The Princess Allce wag a favourite of
her father and of the English nation |y
wag she who watched by ber fathers
death couch, and who ministered to the
sick in the hospitals during the Franee.
Prusstan war, and who recelved the fata)
infection of diphtheria from kisstng hep
slck child,  Her last words were * Dear
papa.” ‘The book has several portralts
and engravings of scenes in the life of
the Princess Alice.

An

PRAYER-MEETING TOPIC.
JUNE 7, 1896,
‘The Shepherd Psalm.—Psalm 23. 1-6.

‘The situation of a shepherd was well
understood in the East., David, the
author of this DPsalm, was himself
shiepherd when seleeted by God to e
King of Israel. In speaking of God aga
shepherd, he meant to convey the idea
that whatever good characteristics per.
tained to the shepherd, pertained also to
God in a much higher sense, hence the
exclumation of the first verse read.

THE SROVISION HE MAKFS,

Verse 2. Provender and water are
essential for the welfare of the sheep.
Without both are provided, the sheep
will be sickly and faint, and soon die
Jehovah like a good shepherd feeds his
people—the sheep of his flack, with such
food as he kinows to bhe best suited to
thelr growth. and gives them to drink
from that river, the streams whercof
make zlad the eity of God,

Verse 3. God's prople, like stray sheep,
sometimes ramble in by-paths, and lose
both comfort and strength, but the ¢ 1od
shiepherd looks well after them. and
brings them to the fold agafn, where
they can dwell in safety. Tho path which
they are to pursue is a right one.
Righteousness is the girdle of their loins.
They aim to do right, heeruse only such
:é(;)t(l’ona are well pleasing in- the sight of

DEATH CONTEMPLATED.

Verse 4. No one lkes to think of
dxing, but all must die. There is na
discharge in thizs war. It is appointed
unto man once to die. But see with what
calm confldence the writer of the Psalm
contemplates this last cvent in the life
of man? The rod and staff of the
Shepherd, which were so important and
esscential, would be there to render aid.

CONFIDUNCE INCRRASES,

Verse 5. The good shepherd secks for
the best pasturc available for his shecp.
g0 our good Shepherd supplies all the
needs of his people, and so abundantly
doex Le do this, that one has safd, i
have been young, and now 1 am old, yet
have T not acen the rightcous forsaken,
nor his sced begging bread.”

JOVFUL ANTICIVATION,

Verse 6. No feeling of dread for the
future. hut a feeling of certainty is en-
Joyed for doth worlds. The house of the
iord, where the Psalmist is to dwell for-
ever, is the heavenly home that is belng
prepared.—Sce John 14, 1-2.

When great lords of France hurried to
annnunce to the little hoy, Henry the
Fifth, that he was nowv king, the court
officer who was sent out jnto the grounds
to summon him had great difMicnlty in
persuading the child to come: “ That’s
:n nonsense, sister; don’t let’s stop play-
ng." *

This story i8 a good one to laugh over:
hut you, who have been so often num-
motned to enter into Your kinoship. and
whoge canstant arswer has heen, * Don't
Tet’s stop playing.” cannot dare to langh.
Tt is not forced upon the unwilling to ac-
comt the heirship of the kingdom of
heaven.

Tt doesn’t make much difference which
engd .of the .gun you are at if it kicks as
hard as it ghoots,

)



