PLEASANT HOURS.

prraet®

ARISE,

ARISE.
JE8U8 is on hig way to the house of
Jairus, one of the rulers of the synagogue,

whose daughter hag just died.  As he
Passes along the crowded street, a  poor
woman who has been for twelve long years
a great sufferer sees him. Her heart beats
fast, ¢ has been longing for days for a
change to get near toJ esus, for she believes
that if she but touches the hiem o his robe
830 will be healeq. This is her app wtunity
and she mygt, not let him piss without
doing her utmost to reach hiw, for he may
Bever be 5o peay heragain. 80 she hurries
thm“g}{ the crowd, and at last her heart is
full of JO¥.  She is beside the loving and
Powerful " Jesys, She falls on her knees
Without, saying a word—she would not dare
do that, anq to touch his garment is
énough.  But as the trembling fingers
touch hig robe—Christ, feeling it, turns
Tound ang geeg the woman who has
such faith in hig power. He asks her no
Questions ; he knows just what she wants
and just how great her faith is, and gently
Says, aughter, be of good comfort, thy
faith hath made thee whole.” How the
words thrill her heart ! And she arises
anc goes on her way full of Lappiness.
esus Christ has the sume power to-day.
If_ we will, by faith, only touch the hem of
1S garment, we shall be whole from that
very hour. "Shall we be less wise than this
PoOr woman and allow our opportunity to
Pass away, and will we reject his loving
;39? to heal our hearts and fill them with
y

LESSON NOTES.
FIRST QUARTER.

ISBRARL AFTER THE CAPTIVITY,

B.C. 45] LESSON VIIL

REBUILDING THE WALL.

Neh. 4. 8.21.]

(Feb. 19.

[Memory verse;, 19-21.
GoLpEN TexT.
We made our prayer unto God, and set a
watch againat them,—Neh. 4. 9.
+ OUTLINE.

Praying and Watching, ver. 9-12,
Watching and Working, ver. 1318,
Working and Organizing, ver, 19-21,

Tiux,—B.C, 445.
Pracr.—Jerusalem,

RULERS.— Artaxerxes, King of Persia;
Nehomiah, Tirshistha (or Pasha) of Juduh ;

Sanballat the Horonite, in high position in
Samaria ; Tobiah the Ammonite, the Gover-
nor (Pasha) of Ammon; Geshem, probably
the chieftain of a predatory tribe.

CoNNECTING LINKS.

TFour months after Nehemiah had heard of
the desolation of Jerusalem, Artaxerxes the
king discovered his sorrow, and asked its
cause.  He answered frankly.  Artaxerxes
commizsioned him to rebuild the walls of
Jerusalem, and Nehemiah promptly entered
upon his duties.  He met with enemies, op-
position, and scorn —-but persevered. By
Judicious division of labour he had raised the
walls 1o one-half their designed height.  His
eneinics, finding mocking and satire did no
good, conspired 1o stop him by force.

EXPLANATIONS.

Nervertheless—1n spite of opposition. Judak
—The people of Judah. Nehemiah had as
many foes within the walls as outside.
Streagth . @5 decayed ~The builders
worked day and night, and never even put off
their clothes except for washing,  Rubbish —
Sroken stone and dirt accumulated through
one hundred and thirty-five years of ruin.
Ten times—Repeatedly ; as we would say—
“dozensof times.” In the lower places . . .
on the higher places—\Wherever the wall was
low, unfimshed, or sunken in the valley,
Nebemianh stationed armed defenders behind
it. L looked, and rose up, and said —Verses
fourteen and fifteen speak of a particular oe-
casion when an attack was threatened, bug
came to nanght.  Habergeons—Coats of mail.
Verse seventeen means that those who were
not actual builders, but carried the materials,
did their work each with one hand, holding
his weapon in the other. The builders, how-
ever —masons and carpenters—each had hig
sword yirded by his side. Ve are separated
~The inhabitants of Jerusalem were few.
Nebemiah first built its walls, and afterward
filled it with people.

TrACHINGS OF THE LESSON,
What are we taught in this lesson—
Concerning seeking God’s help ?
Concerning helping ourselves ?
Concerning helping one another?

Home Work ror YoUNe Berrans,

Find the meaning of ““ habergeon.” .

Why did not each builder hold a weapon
in his hand as well as each bearer of bup-
dens ?

Why did Nehemiah keep the trumpeter
next to him ?

Tur LrssoN CaTEcHISM.

1. What did the adversaries of the Jews
intend to do? ““To surprise and ruin them.”
2. What did Neheminh exhort them to re-
member? “The Lord.”" 3. What did one-
half of the Jews do? ““ Worked on the walls
of the temple.” 4, What did the other half
do? “*Stood as soldiers to defend them,”
5. Whose orders did they all obey ? * I'he
orders of Nehemiab.” 6. What is the GoLugx
TexT? ** We made our prayer nnts God  ete,

DooTRINAL SUGGESTION. —God's overruling
providence.

Carrcnism QuEestion.
What does our Lord say of those who re-
ject him ?
He declares that they ought to belicve in
him: and that they would believe in him

if they humbly and patiently listened to his
words.

John 3. 19: 18, 37; 1 John 4. 6.

—_—
The Hero of the Fleet.

BY PAUL PASTNOR,

[We are glad to veprint the following
generous tribute, by an American writer in
the foremost religions paper in America, 7he
Independent. 1t describes an incident in the
boyhood of that distinguished admiral— Sir
Cloudsley Shovel.—Ep. ]

Ox board the English fl
and dismay ;

The mainmast had been shattered, the colours
shot away,

Still closer pressed the foeman, with m
deadly stroke,

Till from its Knglish consorts the ship was
hid in smoke,

ag-ship reigned tervor

any a

The admiral gazed around him.
he cried, *¢ unless

Our ships upon the right, there, shall learn
of our distress.”

He wrote a hasty order — then shouted :
* Sailors ho !

Where is the stout-armed swimmer
this through the foe %

*“No hope,”

will bear

A dozen started forws,
slight,

His brown hair soft
slim and white,

“Pray, let me go!” he shouted.
breasted many a tide,

And if I'm killed, *twere bet
strong man died.”

rd—and one, a stripling
and curling, his fingers
“Tve

ter than that g

The admiral looke
kindly eyes.

“Go, then, my boy 1 he
brave soul ‘ever djes,

Remembor that the fortune o
yours—

Your glory, if successful,

ag endures 2

d on him with keen but

answered, ¢ No

f all on board is

while England’s

“TIl do my best—God help me 1”
- less boy replied,
en, stripping off his jack
into thpepti#e. jacket, he plunged
A cheer broke from the sailors; while through
the boiling sea
Tho’ shot and shell 1a
idly swam he.

the daunt-

ined 'round him, intrep-

Still fiercer raged the battle; the ship was
keeling o’er ;

Her masts lay on the b
were red with gore,

Hope died in every hosom ; dread silence
sealed all lips—

When suddenly to
British ships !

ulwarks, her decks

leeward loomed up the

Loud thundered ali theip cannon ; with storm
of shell they bore

Straight, down upon the foeman, hemmed in
’twixt reef and shore.

They massed about the flag-ship ; they scat-
tered far and wide

The broad white sails of Holland—the stream-

ersof her pride.

That evening, when the flagship safe in the
harbour lay,

And in the gilded cabin was fought once more
the day,

The admiral remembered the lad who bore
&0 well

The order he had written, through raining
shot and shell,

‘* The hero of the battle 1
command,

The blushing lad had entered, and stood with
cap in hand.

“Some day, my boy,” he added, in proud
and kindly tone,

“You'll have a British flagship and colours of
your own!”

he cried when, at

The brave lad was promoted.
and +till he wrought
Each task in faithful eurnest, nor failed of

best in aught.
At last the once buy-hero—such meed does
true worth bring —
Upon his own proud fi -ship was knighted
P by the king, e :

Time passed,

—The I n"rl.ep‘e‘nﬂpnl.
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ONE HUNDRED MILES AN HOUB.

THE projector of the new electric “:;ls .
road between Chicago and St. Louis sefl o
to have provided very shrewdly for n
coveted speed of one hundred miles ae
hour.  Straight roads, closed in, no grau
crossings, light cars, wedged—sllnped to ¢ y
the air, with centre of gravity exceed“l‘gc
low, light engines, no stops, a perfect b (éel'
system—surely machinery should fly, un n
these conditions, and passengers 11”:'3’,5000
wing their way from St. Lows 1o (fh‘c?'g_
in two and a half hours. One’s first mils
pulse when such a tremendous spec n
mentioned is to ery : “Halt ! Our }“Ode is
world is fast enough already. 1r&den
under pressure as great as nerve &
muscle can bear. Qur news comes & 10
rapidly for understanding. Our letters as
answered far too promptly. We peed rz
& thousand times more than mcreasn
rapidity of motion.” But one’s secolw
thought remembers that all improveme! o
in transportation shorten the distances the
tween friends and loved ones ; bring try
crowded city nearer to the blessed coun o
80 that tlie tenements are emptied Outmen
fresh air and broad sunshine ; cheﬂl’or
food and fuel and clothing for the ponﬂi
and knit the sundered sections of our fter
tion together by more intimate ties. Alife
all, the swifter engines of our modernf oM
mean a more rapid and easy escape rwe
the noise and bustle of that life, and 80
bid them welcome.

KIND WORDS.

> 0 i e

Fannie lived ifi'a large city, and wh;lr,
she had been taught to be kind topome
unfortunate people, she was unlike sc;vas
little girls, for she remembered what she ot &
taught. One day she saw on the stre ely
poorly dressed Irish girl, with a ho“;es_
face, looking anxiously at the ho%her
lvery person to whom she spoke e}l) m-
shook their heads, or did not trouble t ie
;slves to do that. When she reac
annie, she asked politely : i

““Can you tell n{e whe¥e number 874 15,
miss :

“Let me see,” said Fannie, bnghtlz'(;
*“ This is number 10. It is a long waiyam
874, and you have to turn twice; but gt
going nearly there, and will show yoﬂ;e
Fannie thinks she never will forget her
happy look which made the face Of'd'
companion almost pretty, when she said 1

‘“‘Indeed, I do thank ye, miss, A
Wwish that every folks carried as pleasan
tongue in their heads.”
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