I[ISTORY OF TIHE WAR OF 1312,

these aitempts, however, of the moderate
party were unsuceessful, as we have shown,
and but resulted in the final declaration of
hostilities, in June, 18i2.

We  introduce here
hoth the acts declara-
tory of hostilities on hoth sides,® although
one preceded the other nearly four months;
but it may be interesting to the reader to
mark the spirit of the iwo declirations—
the one, short, uncompromising, and leav-
ing no choice whatever {o the British Go-

Declaration of Hosti.
lities.

Foodn et decluzing War betweon the United
Kingdom of Groat Britein and  Trdand.
and the Dependeacivs thoreat, and the United
Stades of clmerica, end uir Teretlorics.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and fouse of
Representatives of the Tuited States of Anze-
in Congrass assembled. that war be, and
the same is herehy decinred to exist, hetween
the Gnited Ringdom of Great Britam and Jre- |
Tad, amd the Dependencies thereaf, and the |

United Siates of America amd their Territaries:
amd that the President.of the United States he,
and is hereby authorised. to use the whole land |
aml naval force of the United States, to cury
the same into effect; and to issue to private
srmed vessels of the United States c:mmni\*sinns‘
ot letters off margue amd general reprisal, in
such form as he shall think proper, and under !
the seal of the United States, against the ves-
sels, goods, and cfiects of the government of !
the said Unitet Kingdom of Great Britain and !
Ireland, and the subjects thereof

Jaues Mavisox.

June 18, 1812.—.\pproved.

Declaration of War egainst America—ai the
Court of Cariton-Ilouse, October 13, 1812—
presenty, Iis Royal IHigluess the Prince
Regent ¥ Council.

Whereas, in conscquence of information hav-
ing been veceived of o declaration of war by |
the United States government against s Ma-
Jesty. amd of the issue of letiers of mavqueand
reprisal by the said government, against is |
Majesty and his subjects, an Order in Conneil, §
bearing date the 31st of July last, was jgsied.
directing that Amceriean shipsand goods should
be hrought in and detained till further orders;
and whereas His Royal Highness the Prince
Regeut, acting in the name and on the hehalf
o His Majesty, forbore at that time to divect:

vernment, appeared as it it had heen die-
tated by the parties, who for six wmonths
hefore had heen equipping their fastest ves-
sels as privateery, and who well knew thag
their Lest chanee of securing easy and rich
prizes lay in intereepting the last of the
homeward hound West India men for that
year 3 as, whea once the declaration of war
should be fully made known, novessels would
be permitted to ran without convoy; and
thus the chanees of the smaller class of
privateers securing prizes would be mate-
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fetters of marque
against the
said United

and reprisal to he issued
s, goods, aml citizens of the
es of Ameriea, under the ex-

8

e

pectation that the said  government would,
upon the notification of the Ovder in Counci),
N and

of the 23vd of June last, forthavith re
annul the said deckwation of way o
Majesty, and aiso anuul the said letiers of
marqgue mnd reprizal.

Aud whereas the sayd government of the
United States of Ameriea, upon due notifica-
tion to them of the said Order in Council, of
the 250 of Juae last, did not think fit 10 recall
the said declaration of war and letters of
marque and reprisal, but have proceeded to
condemn, and ted in condemning the
ships and property of lis Majusty’s subjects,
as prize of war, and have retused to ratify o
suspensien of arms  agreed upon  between
Licntenant-General Sir George Prevost, His
Majesty’s Governor-General of Canada, and
Generat Derborn,  connranding the American
forces in the northern provinees of the United
States, and have divected hostilities to be ve-
commenced in that quarter.

<

Tlis Royal Mighness the Prince Regent, act-

ing in the name and on the behalf of His Ma-
Jesty, and with the advice of lis Majesty’s
Privy Council. is herehy pleased to order, and

it is hereby ordered, that general reprisals be
granted ngminst the ships, goods, and citizens
of the United States of America, and others
inhabiting within the tervitories thereof (save
amd exeept any vessels to which His Majesty’s
license has been geanted, or which have heen
directed to be released from the embarge, and
have not termimated the orviginal voyage on
which they were detainerd or released.) so that
as well His Majesty’s flects and ships, as alse
all ather ships and vessels that shall he com-
missioned by letters of marque or general repri-
als, or otherwise by His Majesty’s cominis-
sioners for exccuting the office of Lovd Wigh
Admiral of Great Britain, shall or may Iaw-
fully scize all ships. vessels, and gaods helong-
ing to the govermment of the United States of
Aueriess, or the citizens thercofy or others




