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)Vhat, too, could the Amnerican Govern-
ment hiave thoughit of the monstrous position
laid down, that, a ruan, Who deserted, " piayed
the infamous part of a traitor.' Wliat a
bitter satire is this of M-vr. 0'Connor's on the
whole American Governmeut ? and even
more particularly direct does his ahaft fly
against the commnanders of the vessels 'Who
hiad captîîred, cither in rnerchantmen or
vessels cf war, B3ritish subjeets, and wvho had
employe evr m ns short of death to force
theai to abandon their national flag.

It must not ho forgotten that there was
not a -Military or naval man of any descrip-
tion at St. Mary's, te warrant this conduet
on the part of the Ameoricans; and thiero is
-very littie reoon for doubt but that the course
adeptcd was in revenge for the failure of tic
principal ebjeet of the expedition, which wvaa
te get hold of the North.West furs, which
sehleme was, how-cver, happily frustrated.

This service,-- says Armstrong, Ilheing
sean and successfully perforiined, the flcct1
sailed for ieimaneand, on the 2(6th,
anchorcd off thiat island."

The laboured attempt of Armstrong to in-ý
Vcst this post with a!1 the defences that
citadels like Quebec possess, is se ludicreus,
that -we zre tcinpted te transcribe the wvhole
p as sag e : -

" After a short reconnoissance,, and a few
experiments, three discoveries, altog,,ether
unlooked for, 'were made-

lst, That, frein the great clevation of the
fort, its walls could net bc battercd by the
guns of the shippiug.

2d, That, frei the stcepncss of the ascernt,
any attempt te carry the fort by sterin wveuld
probab]y fail.

Sd. That sheuld this mode of ataksuc-
cecd, it would bc useless, inasmuch as every
foot of its interior wvas commandcd by guns
placcd on bigfler ground.

Tw(,. facta, Ieaving ne hope of success but
frein an attack of the upper battcry, the
treops were lnnded on tho 4th Augrust, and
conductcd te Uic verge of an old field; 'idi-
cated by the inhabitants as the position
-which would best fulfil the intention of the
ineveinent, wvheu, te, Creghan's surprise, ho

found himself anticipatcd by the -enemy;
and in a few minutes, assaliled in front front
a rcdoubt mouniting four piecces of artillery,
and in flank, by oue or more Indian attacks
made froni the surrounding woods. Succeed-
iug, at, last, iu repuilsing these, and iu drivîng
the enemy from the ecarcd ground, it was
soon discovercd that the position was not
sucb as wvas at ail proper for a camp of either
sicgc or invcstmcent, bein gof narrow surface,
skirtcd in the w iîole circuinference by Woods,
intcrseced by deep ravines, and fuirnishiing
only a difficuit, and perilous communication
vvith the lcet. Oroghanm, at once and ivisely,
Nvithdrewv to thc Lake shore and re-cnxbarkcd
tho troops. Our loas on the occasion was
not; great, numcrically considercd ; but bc-
came dceply interesting by the fatc of Capt.
flolmces, a Young Mau of high promise, uni-
vcrsally respected and regrctted'

All this reads well, and doubtless pro,-
duccd the dcsircd cifeet; but what were the
reail facts ? Tliat the Americans made a
feint of lauding in one quarter, ini which di-
rection the IBritish troops hnasteucd, the real
latuding having been efl'ccted e]sewhlercalmost
,Witlovt opp)osition. À short lime, howrevcr,
after the landing, tho Ainericans were, at-
tacked by a body of Indians, and compellcd
to retreat, the ]3ritisli troops having no share
in the action, the Whole credit of wbich, be-
longs to the Indians. lIad thiegarrison been
present to co-operate, there is no doubt but
that the whole party ivould have been cap-
turcd or killcd, The savage and ruthiesa
Ilolnics, the author of ail the ravages at St.
Mary's, met awldseedfate, being shot
during the skiriinish.

.Armstrong and Cthers have donc their ut-
Most to gloss ever thi's repulse, by represent-
ing Michiliniazinae ns an isolutcd post, hav-
in'- no influence, direct or indirect, on the
war. Thîis sort of argumien tis very conv-ni-
eut ajtcr defeat, but the question naiturally
airises, w]îy did the American Goverunient
despateli one thousand troops (for such mis
the number, and net five hundrcd, as repre-
sented by Armstrong and others,) against se
unimportant a post?

In Lieutenant-Col. Maedonald's dcspatchl
te Sir George Prevost, il wvill be found that


