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What, too, could the American Govern-
ment have thought of the monstrous position
laid down, that a man, who deserted, “ played
the infamous part of a traitor.” What a
bitter satire is this of Mr. O’Connor’s on the
whole American Government? and even
more particularly direct does his shaft fly
against the commanders of the vessels who
had captured, cither in merchantmen or
vessels of war, British subjects, and who had

- employed every means short of death to force
them to abandon their national flag.

It must not be forgotten that there was
not amilitary or naval man of any descrip-
tion at St. Mary’s, to warrant this conduct
on the part of the Americans; and there is
very little room for doubt but that the course
adopted was in revenge for the failure of the
principal object of the expedition, which was
to get hold of the North-West furs, which
scheme was, however, happily frustrated.

““ This service,” says Armstrong, ““being
soon and successfully performed, the ficet
sailed for Michilimacinae, and, on the 26th,
anchored off that island.”

The laboured attempt of Armstrong to in-
vest this posit with all the defences that
citadels like Quebec possess, is so ludicrous,
that we are tempted to transcribe the whole
passage :—

“ After a short reconnoissance, and a few
experiments, three discoveries, altogether
unlooked for, were made—

Ist, That, from the great elevation of the
fort, its walls could not be battered by the
guns of the shipping,.

24, That, from the stecpness of the ascent,
any attempt to carry the fort by storm would
probably fail.

3d. That should this mode of attack sue-
cecd, it would be useless, inasmuch as every
foot of its interior was conumanded by guns
placed or higher ground.

Theoe facts, leaving no hope of success bus
from an attack of the upper battery, the
troops were landed on the 4th August, and
conducted to the verge of an old field ; indi-
cated by the inhabitants as the position
which would best fulfil the intention of the
movement, when, to Croghan’s surprise, ho

found himself anticipated by the enemy ;
and in a few minutes, assailed in front from
a redoubt mounting four pieces of artillery,
and in flank, by one or more Indinn attacks
made from the surrounding woods. Succeed-
ing, at last, in repulsing these, and in driving
the enemy from the cleared ground, it was
soon discovered that the position was not
such as was at all proper for a camp of either
siege or investment, being of narrow surface,
skirted in the whole circumference by woods,
intersected by deep ravines, and furnishing
only = difficult and perilous communication
with the fleet. Croghan, at once and wisely,
withdrew to the Lake shore and re-embarked
the troops. Our loss on the occasion was
not great, numecrically considered ; but be-
came deeply interesting by the fate of Capt.
ITolmes, a young man of high promise, uni-
versally respected and regretted.”

All this reads well, and doubtless pro-
duced the desired effect ; hut what were the
real facts? That the Americans made a
feint of landing in one quarter, in which di-
rection the British troops hastened, the real
landing having been effected elsewherealmost
withous opposition. A short time, however,
after the landing, the Americans were at-
tacked by a body of Indians, and compelled
to retreat, the British troops having no share
in the action, the whole eredit of which be-
longs to the Indians. Iad the garrison been
present to co-operate, there is no doubt but
that the whole party would have beea cap-
tured or killed, The savage and ruthless
Holmes, the author of all the ravages at St.
Mary’s, met & well-deserved fate, being shot
during the skirmish.

Armstrong and others have done their ut-
most to gloss over this repulse, by represent-
ing Michilimacinac as an isolated post, hav-
ing no influence, direct or indircct, on the
war. This sort of argument is very conveni-
ent affer defeat, but the question naturally
arises, why did the American Government
despatch one thousand troops (for such was
the number, and not five hundred, as repre-
sented by Armstrong and others,) against so-
unimportant a post?

In Lieutenant-Col. Macdonald's despatch
to Sir George Prevost, it will be found that
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