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rcconciled the Swiss whcîu tiîey werc t1ireatcniig
to figlit cacli other over the division of the Btir-
gundian spoils. Unterwalden thus lias its past
of hiaif niythical and of genuine great nmen.

Sarnen itself is a beautiftuliy situatcd little
town. flespite its natural attractions anci its
situation on a leading tourist railway it bias es-
caped the devastating inifluence of the Frenunen-
Industrie.

li the spring tuiie onue is sure to l)e alonle in
the excellent " Obwaldnier 1bf " anci frec to
botanise or clinxb or <iscuss after dinnier thue l'oli-
tics of the approacbinig - Iaiîdsgeminide. Sar-
tien bias its Acropolis, the Lanidcnberg. Ilure
in1 1308 stood a Hapsburg castle. It was pulled
down by the confederates and ever since the pull-
lic business of Obwald bias been tranisacted on
its site. he "1Landsgetneinide " incets on Suni-
day iii ail the cantons. In the Appenzelis anci
the Unterwvaldens the date is the last Suniday iii

April. Tlic asseniblies of Uri and Glarus are
hietd a week later. The Obwald, like inost of
the pastoral cantons, is statuchly Romnu Cathio-
lic. Early on the morning of the *"Landsge-
nueinde " the peasants troop into Sarnenu fur
mass, cotning on foot frotu the upper Melchthal
aud the Brunig. The parish churclb is fllled to
overfiowing andc those who are unable to gain
adnuissioti kneel on the ground without. There
is an interval of an hiour or more between the

end of the service and the opeing of the as-
sembly. At 10.30 l'le" beganl to gather otu the
Landenberg for lthe -'Landsgemeînde " of 189.3.
The situation of tlue meetiug place is wotby of
the best traditions of any people. Iti the fore-
ground are the Cantonual Hall, and the Cantotnal
Armoury or Schut7enhaus with its stirriug uuotto,
1 iribiis uni/is sa/us par 1 .To the nortli of the

Landenberg a forcst of beechee, now in their first
verdure, mouints in graduai terraces:- to the south
atud beneatli the hili are the tileci roof-, aîud thte
gables of Sarnen. A fcw miles away lie the
stuart villages of Alprtach aîud Kerus, with grace-
fui spires, while iii the distant background Pila-

tus asnd the Stanserlioril rise like the watch
towers of an Alpine freedoin. \Vbatever be the
w(ather the - Landsgc neinde -nieets in the
openx air anuidt the nxost rural appointments. A
dlais of turf is reserved for the niagistrates. No
benches are provided for the multitude as at
Giarus, whiere a large wooden granld.stand is
aintialiy erected around the mîarket place. The
Landaniiiiii ýits iii a chair carved witli the amnis
of the canton, and a roughi canvas canlopy pro-
tects Min and bis colleagues iii office froin the
sun or raml. Tirce lxinches and a table are al
the furniture rcquircd by the mnagistrales. Six
henlies without the caiiopy seeînied to be occu-
pied by the deaf and the infiiîîn. The mass of

citiz'ens kept their fect.

I slhail niow pass to a Aiort narrative of the

proceciings 1b. sed on nlotes wbich I was carefui
to takc. At teni minutes to twelve the square iii

front (if the parisli churcli filkid rapidly. The
first to appear %vcre the nuenubers of the cantonal
band. Tlbey playedw~hie the people vitre gath.
ering and then on the way to the Landenherg.
The airival of six gorgeous beadles soon made
mie overlook, the band, and tbc beadles were in
thieir tumn supplanted by a pair of Alpine horn-

blowers iii full cantonal costume. They looked
like barIcquiins wvith the left bialf of their coats

white. and the righit hall red. Tbey were in
kuce breeches wvith white stockings, and a cross
on the back signified the part of Obwald in soine
crusade. Five minutes later two more bon-
hlowers in siîniiar attire appeared on the scene,
and the procession formed itself arcund a few
sombre clad officiais. The band led the way to,
the hilI:. the laorrîbiowers, magistrates, Capu-
chins and p)eople,,followed. The distance is
trifling, and I)y 12.10 the twenty-five hundred
citizens liad settled themselves and were ready
for business. A short space of silent prayer pre-
ccded the oratorical effort of the day, the Land-
amnian's openitîg speech. The Landamman
%vas forty years old, large, vigorous, and ready
ofspeech, He was lessimposing than the Laud-


