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SHAIISPERE'«S ORTHOGRAFY.
It inav be safely aserted, %vtiont fear of

the riter b3eing acuised of exagera'n, thiat the
F3irst Folio Edition of Shakspere is the Inost
interesizing and valuiabi book in the hioîn
range of v ng-lish literature." So starts the
preface of a book before us: IlThe \Vorks
of \ViIliani Shakspere iii rednict:d fac simil
froni the famus First Folio edition of 1623."
It is publishit by l7uink and Wagnals (20
Astor Place, N. Y., 1887). At Sbialzspere's
deth in 1616, bis plavs wer not publislit
colectivly ;somie, indeeýd, \%er flot iii print
at all otbaers liad texts ihat liad beeni
tamiperd wvith. B3en jonson, a personal
frend of Sbakspere, and with Ilim on his
last drinl<ing bout, colected bis works and
publisht tliem iîî 1623. A copy of tiiat
edition brings a labulus price acording to
condition. A good cop)v inay be put dovni
as wortb $40oo0. lis uses for criticai exam)-
ina'n by those interested iii history of our
lanquage ar very great and so, justifies the
first sentence labove. Several fac simil edi-
lions liav alredy apeard. 'Ihese, tho, ar
quite expensiv. The preserit one is pnblislit
lit a price (î",2.5o) so remnarkably Io as to bring
it witini reacbi of aIl. 'fin. the type is rallier
smnall. Thîis is no great objec'n as it %vil be
used for refercnce insted of redn. lie
reader is aw'are thiat our miodern editions
liav înodernizcd îexts, ofni diferent froin
original and %vortlîles as basis of criticismn.
\'Je giv a î'ery inîpeifect imitation of lines
facing, title page on whiclî is a cnt of S. Tbley
-tr si gnd" Il3. I." (Ben Jonson). Tlley giv a
picture of ortbografy, 2.ý centuris ago. The
-reader w~il notice (i) the long ss, (2) (. % iesiv
.Use Of sulent e. (3) Il for v, (.ý) vv for -W, (5>
niany îîonns be-in %vith capitals us in modern
'German, (6) i for j.
This Figure, thiat thou here fceft put,

It was for gentie Shakcfoearc eut:
VVherein the Grauer had a ftrife

vvith Nature, to out-doc the life
O, could lie but hiate dravvnie his vvit

As vvell in braffe, as lie hath hit
His face, thec Print vvould then ftur-

paffe
Ali, that vvas titer vvrit in braffe.

But, fince lic canriot, Reader, looke
Not o1n lus Piclire, but his l3ooke.

S's orthiog. was ofni beter than ours, as
witnes:
beggcr, biskets, tel, pedler, îîerswvate.
beg ga r, biscuits, tel], peddler, persuade.
simbols. dramn, brest, hiart.1
symbols, drachuti. breast, hieart.

floua,, labo,', etc., ar spoît somnetimies %%ith
or', sometumes o'.

On the contrary, modemn speling is beter
thani S's I il sortie respects, as:1VI), loues, Iewell, clarke, clarks, oi
up, jave's jewel, clerk, clerk's loi.
%iinne, bieyre. inagic<e, Pigge, pitty, "Ille.
wiii, licir, ma gi c. pig, pity, gite.

'l'lie volume sbntd be got by evi'y scolar
andt slitd recciv careful sttîdy. Apamt fron
its tises ta the orthografer it lias of ]ate!
been bro't into great proîninence since Doit.
nely li-s gon rampant on the ]3acon.-Sliak.
spere conti'oversy. Altogetîter it is the înost
importa: ' volumne of thte v'ear.

BRJTISI-I-AIIERICAN SPESECH!.

\Vcstern's Englis. 1w Lautilchre (1lIeiingii-er
Bra's, H'eilbronn,) is a fnil cameful aîid systui.
atice pi'esenta'n of Eng. fonetics based osi
S\veet, Stormn, Vietor and the a'îtboi"s owîî
stndy tunder Sweet's personal supervision.
It sbud, therefome, represenit present pro-
nuniicia'n of Eng. ii ngn, btit if so, tIus
(loes itot coincide witlî best în'on. iii Anierica
I ltav lieretofore takeit exceopii ta Swveet's
pt'on. and nmust renewv ny criticisin in lis
puî)il's case. WVestern adopts Bell-Sweet
v'owel systein with aditions, and clasifies
consonants acomding ta posi'n of tung aitd
lil)5. IZ is disreg-arded even wliere r is dis-
tinctly preservd iii best Anierican pron. S(t
tooi iii neglect of iniitial hi in w/zut 7-o, anîl
the saine iii -wlich, ,chce,'e, etc., so tuit
co*Kni\,sm is now pnblishit to, continental
nations as best Eng. pron ..............

.oe and m;oriiy, biai thte saine vowvel.
sotind; toe, pour'. son,'. looz'. flou>' ar pro.
nounced witli vowel of cill, s0 tîtat o no
longer exists befome r, and in no. ugo, store.
etc., is represented by ou; certnly many
.\.nericans pronounice no witlîonî this n-pro.
longa'n ........... The Sond of y in pi>'
is -ivni to first sylabîs of c.rpcct, exihibil, ex.-
auîpl, cxmiucii, like i iii i agzuie.....
If this is correct Eng-. pron.. it is redily seeni
hio\v far LSnglishi liav departed front aIder
pronuncia'n of the language which bias been
preservd more pnrely on ibis skie of the
water, and it wil soon be liard to say wliether
a givni prontincia'n is Ilgood En gîîsb "' or
itot. \Vhat liope is ther for et'er ataining
reforind SIp. on fonetic hlnes if the saine
wordis must be speld diferent ways for
Englishmnen and for Amnericans-Prof. J. 'M.
GAitxeT iii Aine'. Y'ou,. Philology. (iS86.
p). 3 S,'.) The book (Western's is a detaild
and consicntitis stndy of the Eng. sound-
systeni, î'ery exanistiv and correct so far as
London (lialect is concernid. W'e wvisl
another standlard liad bin cbosen.-Prof.
PA~SSY iii Paris Teache,'.

-Why lias Carleton Co., Ont., silent e iin
it, wblen Carlton St., Toronto, lias none?


