
4. Heavy anid dlsploased.-Sllen *rnd
anr.Alîab hiad bujit a new palace iu Jezreel

nivi (lcsured te have ' aol' vinoyard, whichi
lsy quito noar it, in order Vo, lay iV out as a
pirt of tho grounds. "A gardon of herhs "
inigbt bc rendered 1'a park of shrubbery."
IL was noV te raise vegetables for the kitchon
tliat the king wanted il, but Vo enlarge his

pleastire grounds, and complote the.idea of the
pailace and its stirriiiundings wvhich lie had laid
eut in bis inid- -hence his deop disappuinit-
ment nt bis failtire. He hiad corne personally
te sec Nabothi in reference Vo, the matter, and
tile offer whiclh lie made to him seemns perfect-
ly fair. But if hie made this offer knowing
tat Naboth would deemn i a sin to soul, then

bis conduct wvas wreng.
The Jezreelite.-Although Nabothi is

dais nained frein the city *where lie dwelt, hie
iwas noe doubt an Israelito, and from his speech
hie was a worshipper of Jehovali. 1 wili not
give th ee the 1Inherita nce of My fathers.
Hie was noV holding th- land f or a hfghier
urice; he hade canscietieusrcatsotas for refusing
to seil.

(1) The sale of land, excep', as the last
resort of extr *eme poverty, wvas forbidden by
the law. Lov. 25: 23-28; Num. 36: 7-9.
Jehiova.li was the original possessor of the
wholo land, and ho had madle a froe gift~ of it
te lsrael on certain conditions, one of ivbich
wvas that 1V should alwavs romain in the famnilies
to wbich it liad been assigned. When iV was
sold umider compulsion, iV must return at the

year of jubilee, wvhiclh would not have been
()racticable in this case. Perhaps by this time
thme land hiad largely fallen into disuse, and wvas
t'iought of only. by a man specially loyal to
Jeliovah.

(2) Naboth had a patriotie desire Vo hand
dlown in lus own lino whaV had corne Vo him
frî-n bis fathers. Even in this country it is
bard Vo soul the old homestead, butin an eider
landi nany more memories gather around a
biorne and its gardons and fields.

Turned away his face.-Ahab, aithidughî
.ui entorprising inan ia somne things, liad a vein
of pitiabie weakness in him, wvhichi appears in
Vtis peuting like a spoiled child. Perhaps his
soi-r-ow was in part assumed, Vo awak-en the
s;yinpatiy -of his stronýrer wvife.

5.-Jezehel apparently missed Ahab from the
ilining hall. and wvent in semirch of him. Shie

shows a comnndahie wviftly coneern foi- him.
6.-Albab does nob toll hier- Ve rcnson-4 which

Nabota gave for his refusai te soîl. They do
noV soomn bo have nmade mucli impression on bis
mind, or else lie thouglit that Je-zebci boiimg a.
foreignor would nob understand tbem.

7. Dost thou now govern.-Yoîî are only
playing at being king of Israoi if you allow a
little thing like this te stand la your wvay.
1 wii give thee.-Those words ring,%vitli ber
usual energy and force of chnracter which we
cannot hielp admiring even aithougli we abmer
tho mneans ivhicli she employed.

8. Seal. -Tho seal wvas used for purposes
of identification from a very early period.
This one probably contained tue namo of the
king. Ia any case, it wvas equivaleuit Vo bis
signature, and macle these ietters a royal man-
.date. This suggests that Ahiab was aware of
rwlat she wvas -doing, but iV 13 net. absoiutely
certain.

9. Procalm a fast.-The objoct ef this
ordinance was te give the impression that thue
city ivas under a curse, or was at least Mireat-
encd witlî one because of some undiscovered
sin, which nmust be removed ni- averted by
public humiliation. 2 Sain. 21: i. Josh. 9:
11-15. The prophets often cal a fast for sucli
a cause. Jeel 1: 14; 2: 12; 1 Sain. 7: 5-6; 2
Chroii. 20: 3. 0f such a fast a public assembiy
ivas a part. Jeel . 2: 15. The feelings ofthVe
people of Jezreel would thus ho excited by the
thouglit that something of far more timan
ordinary importance had eccurred, and the
wicked deed which tue queen proposed -would
lie clothed with ail the solemnity of a religieus
act.-Milligan.) Set Naboth on hlgh.
Eithor (1) place hlm ab the b-r of the publie
tribunal as an accused person' Vo be tried; or
(2) give hia a position of honour ats an eider
of ancient lineag,,e. (.Tosephus.) If the latter
interpretation bo the true one iV would.give a
celer of impartiality te, the proceedings. A
deeper hiorror would be awakened by a charge
of impiety brouglit against one wvho eccupied
s0 exaltcd a position, and 1V would accord alse
wvitm the idoa of retribu Vive justice that Naboth
should be denounced at the very heur ef lis
special honour.-(Hammnrond.)

10. Two mon.-This was required by the
Mrosaie law. (Deut. 17: 6; 19: 15; iNu i. 35:30.)
Even Jezebel bears wviVnes te Vue Pentateuch.
(Wordlsworth.) Sons of Bellai -Belial le


