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establshing 1 Widows' Fand, or whether the pro.
serery of the Jatter ehould not b+ suspended nntd the
tute of tae ferner bz deeded. Dot as the com-
sittee have udnty to discharge to the Synod, they
hate goven to the subjret wirusted to them the
most careant coussdetation m their power, and have
prepared aschicme which may be carned into effect
indcpendently of the Sustentation tunid 3 but which
wal be gust all the more stuble, and more conveni-
entiy wrought, provided the Sustentation schewe
Le put upan an cfiictent and sausfactors footing

As resiits ot the comuuttee s conmderation, the
fol,owinz conciusions are stated in limine »

1. ‘That s aneapedient tomelude i tiisscheme
ony provsion 1o nuhintens dsabled by sickness or
old awe.

2. “Tha st s desirable that st embrace provision
to the chuldren, as well us the widows® of deceased
mmnos,

3. ‘Lhat the objects of the scheme are not at-
tainab.e by means of ordinnry late Assurance.

4 Tnat to secuse the offic ency of the scheme,
coutnbatians 1o uts funds st be, 10 a certamn ex-
tent, compuisory upon all the mnusters of the
clhiuch.

3. °That a s mexpedient to comphicate the
schome by a gradation of rates corresponthng to
the respecine ues ot contrbutors, and to the relue
tive apre o3 husbuid sud wae at marmage S or toinsst
upon the usual entry womes and marnagre tux.

6. "Tuat a lagre accomutated fund 13 not indis-
pensab.c belore commencinye distzibution.

7. ‘I'hat all eapenience shows that no scheme
can be propesed so periect ag to supersede the ne-
cessity o1 penodical snvestygatons.  *¢ On this sub-
jeet, " says Me. Low, Accountant w Idimburgh—
oue of the professional gentlemen with whom the
comnuttee of the Free Chrch had been i con-
sultation with smtructions to make the requsite
caleulaons, and whose report was adopted by that
church for ats mudance—+ I may obierve that itas
s now hewd os a scitled point by Actuanes, that it
s quite uusate to continue ot sttutions of this
st hind for any lenathened ame, witheut stated and
¢ rizid exsm.natons Qf the affars, sa 25 to test how
“ far the scaal eapenence has accorded with the
s assumed daw.”

“Fhe object of the commuites 1s to combine sim-
plicity wath efficuney : and they would now begr to
subist the scheme which, proceeding ou the prin-
ciples stuted, they have dmwa up:

It 1s proposed to rmse & Fund by means of annual
rates from muusters and profesors—annual col-
Jections 1 congregatons, and such subscrptions or
donations fram v calthy or gencrous smdividuals, as
may at any tune be ohtawmed.

‘It following calculations are not at all based
upon casual donat.ons, asthese are uncertun ; they
proceed. however, upon tie asunphion that the
Syued, by its 1wlhierent authoney over iis own inem-
bers, way render the rates compulsory, and the
result, therefore. thay be regarded as certam 3 and
the callect:ons s the chutelies, at first apparently
£0 uncertam a sontce of reventie, are calculatod so
low, and such means of mak.ng up the deficicncy,
if any, arc suzzested, that the resait of them may
bz depended on as certam also. At nll events, if
this past of the achene fail, at 18 cvident that the
hlame will lic at the dooss of ministers themselves.
The Episcopal chuzch of this Yrovinee has adopicd
permanent collections as onc source of income to
its Widows® and Oghans’ Fund—a scheme which
p.’odf:.ws 20 be successful; and shall that which

succeeds winh Epacopabiang, fal with Presby.
terians?  If the scheme depended solely on mins-
terw” zates, it would not only lese one impsrant
feature very cloguenily desenbed by a waterin the
Recond, in June, 1843, riz: gvmg the people at
large an sierest 2t £0 grood 2 work, and an oppor-
tanity of dischatging a very sacred duty—but it
would become so oppressive to ministess with fimited

_incames, 07 havig no immediate interest m the
fund. as 1o prove chjectonable, and promuse so
snall a return for the moncy lzid out by imdividuals,
s probably 1o prevent its ever gomg it eperation
atall. The combination of rates wath collect:ons,
will securo the object withent proving burdeasome
toany party.  The collectians are indeed supposed

. 82 be » permaacat tax on the congTegations ; butif

it be borne in mind that in 31 congregations—auc- :

inn exact propurtion to the rates. It may, how-

cordin 1o returns made inanswer to quenes, isucd | eves, be just, and at the sunze tane afiord o sumu.

by order of Synud, in June, 1816—the averaxe
number of members was within a fraction of 150
cuch, which would make the burden of raising a
collection of —suy L2 10s. in every such congrega-
tion-—only 4d. for each member : und of it be fur.
ther barue in mind that the entire field of private
henevolence is thus left untouched, so that it may
supplement any deficiency in the collections, the
neeessury funds for the seheme may sueely be very
easily obtuined ! The calculations of income are
ultozether muteh 'ower than these made,in articles
of cansiderable merit, which appeared in the Re-
cords of June, 1843, and May, 1316, It ouly re-
quires, therefare, that ministers, &c., who have a
tender intezest in the matter, do vnanimonsly agree
to the rates, and honestly und condially charse
themseives with the colles*"us, 1o accomplish the
olijrct at onee. An important benefit will assuredly
arcrue {rom csiablishing such a scheme, evenwpon
the very low estimate of income made : and the
probaubility is, that the result will prove the advan.
tame to be much greater than that appearing in the
estimate.

In order to carry out this scheme, it is further
propased that ministers and professors pay annually
separate rates ta the Widows' Fund, and the Or.
phans® Fund—that these rates be fived, but that it
be feft to the option of contributors to take a higher
or a lower rate of payment into the Widows® Fund ;
and that only one collection for both funds be an-
nual'y asked from cach congregation, but that pro-
vision be made by enactments that in no case shall
the sum to be returmmed by any minister, as such
callection, fall below a certain amount, say £2 10s.
for a congregation of a certain number, with a
settled minister, and moze in propartion to the
aumber of members in congregations, according to
a scale hereafter to be proposed.

1.—WIDOWS' SCHEME.

In Jane, 1317, there were on the Svnod’s Roll,
36 ministers and prof i 1848, the number
wiil be—say 63~or,

50 Musters, paying rates of £2 10s ......£125
13 do.  ond Professors, paying £5... © 73
60 Congregations, with Munsters,

30 collcctng annually, £2 10s.........
— 30
50 Congregations, without Minsters, £1 3s

120
5

£15
Deduct for Orphans® Fund, say £65, and there
will remam to the Widaws' Fund on annual sncoine
of £330, independently of interest.  Now, suppose
that all the prorccds, for the first five years, remam
entire, and accumulate at interest, there would be
realized, at the end of that penod, the sum of

L£2650—1kus:

Capital in 149, ... ..£3% 0 0
Taterest, at 6 per cent.
Proportionof cclicctions
and rates, cocercenees 35

s

000

lus to snssters 10 aim ut paying the ngher rate,
to fix the lower annnty at two thirds of the higher,
or the tugher, one hatf more than the lower.
‘Fhere ate at present, so fur as we know, no
persons who from their cireumstances would bo
entitled 10 benefit from the fund; und from the
present ages of the mujonty of our muustess, thers
13 u probability that the tund might gecunulute
even after the first five vears, at ulugherrute than
1s contemplated m ull circumstances.  But as it is
reasonable to suppoxe that i the course of t:me tho
nunber of widows may bear a propartion to the
number of contnbutors, equal to 1hut which has
been found to obtaur m other cases, we shall firse
assume that the full proportion of clunnants at any
tune expected, come upon the fund immedistely
upon the expiry of five veats {rom the commence-
ment.  “This, secordimg to our scale of distnbution,
would leave but a sinall bulance 10 go to the accu-
muating fund, but—as the strong probabiity is that
for several years, a very considerable part of tho
annual income will be m reserve for swelling the
capital—ave think it sufficient, on this first suppo-
sition, that the schemne promises 1o meet all probable,
or almost possible demands, and at the same tine,
with ull due regard to humamty and justice, pro-
vide for cconvimzing the cxpenditure, so as to
secure the future stalulity of the scheme. Now,
according 1o the report of the Widows® Fund of the
established Chureh of Scotland, i 1790, that is 46
years after us commencemient, tie propoition of
widows to contnbuters was 334 to 100 : According
to the Friendly Socicty of disseating numisters, it
was, in 18€2, shortly after ns estublishment, only
abont 18 to 1005 but m 151V 1t was found to have
tiseu 1o 25 to 100, “The compulsory nuture of the
one institation, compured with the voluntary nature
of the other, may pantly account for this ditivrence.
But striking an average of all these proporuons, we
have less than 23 per cent., or say one-fourth, as
the proport:on of widows to contributors. Assuming
thea, the number of widows {eft by misters and
professors at present i thus church, n five vears
from the ment of t:c sch to bs 16,
aud that 12 of the:mn are entuitled only to the lower
amity, and 1 to the lngher—(us these are the
proportionate numbers wihich we have supoosed to
pay the respective rates)—there will be found, ac-
cording to the scale of distnbution.hereatter to be
proposed, to be annwmties to them respectvely of
L25 and £37 10s. cach, with £33 t0 o for man-
agement, or to the accumulating fund.
INCOME, crenrenienncnierennienianenenns . -
12 Anunmties of £25 0 0— £330
4 do. of 3710 0U— 130

£450

Balance..c.cceeeeeeneneecen & 58
Or, 2econd, supposing that for five years after
distribmtion  begins, only holf the proportion of
widows ultimately expected shall be on the fuud,
and that their annuitics, instead of being £325 and
£37 10s., be £33 6s. £d. and L350 respectively—

6 Annuities, at £33 6 S...eviiiveee... 2200
2 do. at 50 0 0....... ceeueeee 100

£300
There tould remain a balance of £208, from

which deducting, say £38, for management, &c.,
the sum of £1350 would still be left, as an additicn

‘1o the stock already accumulated; and this sum

1y, with interest, wonld, in the space of five
years, rise to £1057, making the entire capital, ten
years hence—when it may be presumed that the
proportion of widows, 2o far 2s that can be ealeu.

Capital in 1850, ceevveiiiennmnenecnnees 82 7 0
Interest, at Gpereent. 468 0
Collections, &Cup veveeee 3300 0 thus:
Capital in 185); cecimniennenenneeee 1203 5 0
Interestyeee.... . 260
Collections, &&.poveeese 350 0 0
Capital in 1852, ceceenrvereninenaanneens 1662 1 0
INteTesty ceeecee ecsoncae ‘29 g
Collections, &¢op eeeeeee 330 0 0
Capital in 1853, vecvrncrncsaressssneseee 2142 0 €
Interestyeceennee . 12350
Collections, &coy voeeees 3300 0
£2650 53 0

Ttus, by 1854, there would be—besides an 2¢.
cumulated capital to the amount of £2142—an
annual income of L£308.

And then with regand to distribution: As the
income does not ariee cntirely from ministers’ rates,
but pethaps one-half of it from collections from the
people, it would not be fair to make the sannities

lated, will soon attain its medium height—L£3199.

Thus, when the annuities are lowest, the mini-
mum annuity will be ten fold the lower rate ; and
when they are highest, the meximum xanuity will
be ten fold the higher rate: whereas, it may be
remarked, the Free Chuich scheme, which does
not embrace collections, affords only 5§ fold the
1ate paid, and that, notwithstanding of entry
money and marriage tax, which are aleo exacted.



