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ing late, that Jesus cane and stood in
thelr midst. It is we'l that wa gaotice
these ways of the Diviae Companfon.
It is above all when we are sure of
each other, und know that H.e vicfl
would be welcome and delightfal to
all, it is then that he comes most ve-
cognisably.,  When onee He tas heen
urvelled, all ihings arve e Not,
wark oniy—labor, study, -worshin—
tut all things, all interc.urse, recrea-
tion, too. Recreutivn”  Yes. It fg
a thing well namned; for mind and body
it §s His. 1t is as ncarly His as the
creation of thwem, The recreation
has, perhaps, never been so well recow-
nized as now to be the renewst of His
pandiwork; and has no: that recogni-
tion banished much evil before 4, and
made many hours and I'ves sweacter,
fi1 eher, stromrer, and maie Christian;
and also shown us how to win, hoth
£2 ourselves and towiuds Him, whole
classes of our fellow-men la th-Ir
most tempted years?  We will remems
ber that Christ has a2 one and only
way either, of removinT vells, or opene
ing cyes or pourlng light, any more
than He has only on2 use to make 2f
wen afterwards. The first ol our
great modern missionaries, whe car-
ried great intcllectual power and our
best cultivation to India and Tersla
(Henry Martyn) has told us how the
Magnificat sung in his collega chanel
and Jow the meaniag and sp'rit of
{tc stained windows frst moved and
swakened him. jiven  the reveller
has been caught in the midst of his
diesipation by the whisper of ‘What
shall it profit?” ‘what is it werth™
And the persecutor has had it flashied
upon him just as his zeal had a. free

kand, ‘What {f it were all true®
Nevery I think, morc widely, ana
never {n more various ways has %ol
calling or unveiling, which we might
call the personal Apornlypse of Jonns
Christ, been recognizeld than of lalc;
for as I watch with anxiety what I
can take in of the field, I cannot but
think that a cold shade of recent neg-
ative years is passing away ftumn cver
many minds. It cannst be for :.oth-
ing. that some fwo Thousand mon, who
in very many seatz >t educatior,
c¢laim the name of students, hove
bound themselves together to recog-
rize, and, as God shall give openirge,
to act on a fact which they find im-
possibie for themselves to ignore, the
fact that ecach of them has 2t least
some duty, whatever It may be. on

the side of the Christianization of
God's carth. It canprat be for noth-
ing that in America hare has wpreng
up a wide assoclation of men ¢f every
rank and Kind of emijloyment cach
one of whom pledges himself to bring
a brother to Christ. I¢ cannot bie for
nothing that schools and colleges and
universjties are developing Curistian
life and argument before the ever-
gathering multitudes, the rising and
surzlpz tides of city populations. It
cannot Le for nothinz .hat a large
number of junior clergy are forming
& brotherhood, whose memb-r3, after
some real home experiencs are 2o
offer some years of fore'gn sgervics to
our colonial and forelgn bishens.
These things are movements. This
is a gencral recognition thal mere
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civilization is a wick without oll, that
the most Important Inftial event f:
every nationatl higta~y  throughout
Christendo:n has been the firat mige
slon scttlement. The great lessuns
which we read In the hlstory of Iretand
plain as they stand out In the recerd
of this uncient see, and fts anclenr vlge
siong ring out i{n thie 12me tone from
every land to which o ‘he miscloners
of to-day. The historie Imagtanting
has been newly kindled by the swidl-
den obliteration of half a century of
civitization in the Soudan, by the con-
tlux of milllons at The volee of a false
prophet preaching reform, and <ini-
ing himself Inio loathsome corruption,
by the enthusiasm, by the misery, hy
the declmation of thase milliony, Ly
the thought tliat none of thogd ac-
cumulated horrors could have hop-
pened if Christ nad besn knowt therc.
And again, the same historic hnagir-
ation has been petrified at the slghs
o" a nation and a church sinkiag in
the quagmire of blood ir thé sight of
other nations. The delusior Is dis-
pelled that Islam is changed or that
it 1s as good for one ruling race ¢
the Word of Christ is for another.
No such events as those, how~ver,
have ever happened without an egual
reaction, nay a rchound and a revul-
ston, and it seems as :f the spirit and
the power of that reaction must arlse
in the young mind of our country.
For we must not forget that the un-
velling, the revelation of Christ, is
the Apocuatypse, the rovelation of His
encmies also.  The awfulness of that
Bookx of Revelation consists greatly
f1 the stupendous and dominant vro-
portioas 1t assigns to the sway of the
wild beast of the sea and the wi®i
beast of the land, and the dragon
and the harlot queen. In the very
ccene in heaven ot TJohn, with the
touch of a poct or of a vivid paintur,
draws the four horsemen teaplag forth
irnto the sky upon their career, anil nf
iese four horsemen. oune Is Christ
and three are fees.  The indivilual
canscivnee first sees the power of the
enemy when Jesus Christ Is firsr ™
vealed to it. Enemies whom we bald
not known for cnemles start forrh Ly
conirast. It is as when a great artiat,
by a few definite touches, throws .1

other colors into reliet Znd meant
ing.  What had seemel a Qull, dead
surface, glows into lite, animates and
enlightens the gloom.

So it ts with us when sins, which
have begun in a kind of a torpid in-
nocence, and had spread almost un-
known to us from!the mere lowness of
the tone around us, begin to be visible
to us simply because Christ had ap-
peared to us. Sligsht warning, slight
sense of wrong had been often un-
heeded; and now the touch of Christ
opens out” eyves to the conscicusness ¢f
a corruption of our will and of the
difliculty of self-mastery. And yet we
cannot complain that God dealt sh
delicately with usand was not harsh
long ago. For now we are hrought on to
a sight of thingg as they are which
that f€orpid, untroubled innocence
would nevar have reachedy  Now
Christ has found us in the temple
healed of that long standing bilindness
and craving for yet more light, and
When He says, ‘Dost thou belleve in

the Son oi God,’ and we reply, ‘Wlh is
He, Lord, that I might belleve on
Him? and He again answers, 'Thou
hast both seen Him, and {t Is He that
talketly . with thee,’ we Kknow that
from that timie onward the Chrlst of
our youth Is comne back, Is unveiled to us
endlessly greater, stronger to save,
mightler to lead, than we conceived in
those young days and we worship
}Him. False Christs and Antichrists are
many, but there i{s one Christ, and we
know Him. Then begins the com-
panlonship. Between companions there
are confldences, and with no com-
paniol are there surgr contidencre
than with Him. St. Paul well knows
what a buld figure of speech he s
using when he says, ‘In everything
. « . . let your requests be made
known unto Ged. Yet there is no
other way of expressiy the simple
reality in which they live who really
count all things loss hut the excel-
ency of the knowledge of Him. As He
{s unvelled to them, so they know that
it goes to His heart when they tell
Him: what IHe knows so well, thenh
love anfd their desires. One other un-
veiling there §s of which it Is scarcely
possible nkt to think. If we stand
thug familiarly known to Christ and
cared for in all we want, must we not
also stand unveiled and known (o
the departed who are with him in
Paradlse? If there are any, and 1
have known a few, who scarcely likoe
t> dwell upon the ministry of angels,
fancying, as it seems, that our sym-
pathy {¢ almost Impossible when all
their bein:; has, from their creation,
been absorbed in their holiness for
which wo fe'bly struggie—at least,
there are 219 sich separateness in our
thoughts 53 e for the dead. Are we
tempt2d? o were they. Do we fall?
So did they. Are we indignant with
our very ina st character because It
is so unbrel e |, b immonvable, so hard.
so untouchab’e? So were they. Did
they really love us? Can they have
ceased to do £0? Is separation pain-
ful to us, and can they be so drown-
ed in fcy or lost In hope or progress
that they forget? °‘Can they?' we say
and we mean they cann t, Lecause we
know what lelungs to human nature,
Then either in Him, as in a mirror,
or in themselves Qdirect, they must
RKnow us. And what do they know?
Things: we could never have told
them, thoughts they never wiould have
divined. BRut also probably, deep be-
vond all forgivable offences, even bes
hind sins we have repented and tried
to forsake, there may Le a shrine of
self within us, a deity to whose pru-
dence even our excellent and credit-
able acticnm ard traceable, and to
whom we often sacrifice our best and
truest promptings. but we trust that
our departed shall never see us sac-
rifice the aspiration to be one with
them in Christ. There is reason why
we shbuld ¢ unvelled to them, thougn
they are hidden from us. They have
been there, but we have never been
where they are. If it be not well for
them to follow the detail of our ways,
perhaps they just see us as if perhaps
{t were some flame, lightening, and ris-
ing .and growing clearer as we grow
In grace, or lurid and flickering it we
sin against it. There ix scme aai

Zuard and gome stimulus to the



