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WHY AM I A OHURCHMAN?

CHAI-TER IJ.-CONTINUED.
2. Again, the Church inay be'

regardedl as the " Home of God's
chosen people." It is spoken of asl
a Family, of which God is the
Father, Christ the Eider Brother,
4'tlie firstborn among many breth-
ren," and ail the baptised"« breth-
l'en " (Eph. ii. 19; Rom. viii. 15, 16,
29; Acts ii. 47 ; .'Heb. ii. 13, iii. 1;
Epli. i. 5).

Into this " Family " we are born
anew by water and the Holy Ghost
(S. John iii. 5; 1 Cor. xii. 13) ' in
the " washing," or bath, "of re-
generation " (Titus iii. 5). It is
evident that a Fainily must be
ONE, and that men cannot, formi
such a family for theiselves, God
alone eau forru. it-God alone eau
addi by adoption new mnembers to
it (Acts ii. 47; Eph. i. 5).

"And just as, iii any wvll-order-
ed family ail is done tiiat the chl-
dren inay grow Up to a healthy
manhood an'd delighit their parents,
so it is with the fainily of God."

In the Churcli is provided abun-
dantly ail that chidren need:

(a), Sustenanée for the life.
(b) Teaching for the mind.
(c) Discipline for the character.

-Canon Ashweli, "Lectures
on the Church."

3. The Church is, also, ý" the

Guardian of God's Truth a nd
XV<rd.",

Tis is a iiost imiportant aspect
of the Church, Lut it is a large
subject, and we mnust deal with it
as concisely as possible.

Many people seeni to tliinlc that
the Bible alone is all-sulicient for
instruction, and thiat the interpre..
tation of its wôrds eail be left, and
oughit to be left, to ecdi an's pri-
vate judgîucent..

But twvo things concerning the
Bible are evident:

(1) Tliat ki.,;toriecally tie Churcli
was in existence, andl }os-
sesse(l, and propagated very
widely the Faiti before
there wvas any book called
the " iNewv T1estament."

The first of the Books now con-
taincd in the New Testamnent-the
Gospel according- to S. Matthiew-
wa w~rîitten not less tlian fi1fteen
yeairs after Christ's Ascension, w hile
the last, and that <>ne of the most
important-S. John's- Gospel-was
not wvritten tili nearly seventy
years after that event. For a long
time some places hiad oniy somie
books, other placeslhad other books.
They -were not gathered tog(,ethier
till A.D. 170, and'the Canon as we
now have it wvas not scttled tili
about the fourth century. Even
tic Council of ILaodicea, iii 364,
onuits the Apocalypse of S. -John
the Divine.

" Slowly, and with an ever-deep-
ening conviction, the Churches re-
ceived, after trial, and in somne
jcascs after doubt and contradiction,1
tue books which we nowv receive."
-Dr. Westcott, "Bible iu the
Chlurcli."

(2) That the Seriptures are pot,
and do not -prcifess. to lie, a


