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-us out of Reavon net to have used it
-once per day, thien il; might well bo
questioned if that would be sufficient,
and the conscientious man nuiih pro-
perly be goaded on to multiply indell-
nitely pray.,rs of this character, so as to
make stili more passible his final salva-
tion. So it will be seen at a glance that
there is no possibility of escaping an
inconsequential conclusion along this
line of reasoning. C

But we think ene wvil) look in vain
f or any better resuits along any other
line of argumentation.

0f course, we are aware that the mnan-
ner of many is to leave the clear track
of connected argument in this thing, and
ýeither deal in donunciations or in the
use of their descriptive powors conceru-
ingy the infinite and finite.

But our argtument here, is, that Nvhen
evidently no man hbas Scripture authority
for oxcluding a believer from the king-
dom of Glory because he does not meas-
ure up to any prescribed rube concerningb
the num ber of timos confession of inbreJ
sin should be made, that manifestly ho
,can leave bis brothier Christian entirely
in the hands of bis Master, concerning
this thing.-

With the Arminian tI's argument is
even strongter, for, according te bis croed,
the believer may ho, freed £romn inbred
sin in thi-- bife, and so ho fitted for the
purity of 1-eaven everi before the hour
.and article of death.

Can it, wve ask, ho anything more than
solemn trifling for hlm to arraign a
believer --r% whom. depravity bas been
.destroyed, concerning the nutuber of
times ho uses the petition, IlForgive us
Our sins ?" Suppose, as in the case o
somo of the Gait friends, the plea is
given thiat for a lenguthened- period of
tilme thanksgiving and jôy in the Lord
s0 abounded in their experience, that
they actually crowded out the prayer
for forgiveness, wbat Arminian, we ask
xviIi undertake to find fiault?

But, say many of both sehools, con-
fession of sin is in the Lord's prayer,
and, therefore, it is right that ail the
obedient followers of Christ should con-
fess sîin te God.

Now, we accept, without reserve, this
frayer, as givf'n by the Saviour as a

model prayer ; and, nioreover, this ques-
tion can safely ho left to stand or fali by
this rule.

But this prayer concerning forgiveness
miakes ne reference wvhatever te the sub-
jeet in hand. This statement inay
surprise some wbo imagine they have
studied tho subject with care, and have
built up their ced concerning confes-
sion of inbred sin, or confession of sin
because of the disparity between the
influite, and tinite, chiefly on the one
sentence, «IForgiye us our debts (sins),
as we forgive our debtor.'

Now it will ho evident to even the
surface observer, that the kind and
mneasurement of our confession to God,
concerning sin is giïven in the Nvords as
we forgqive oui- debtors. But wo ask, is
any other confession called for betw'een
man and man, than that whieh should
follow. when actual, definite wrong, has
been done? Indeed, in one version it
takes tlie definite formn of a positive debt
owed by one to another, a debt whoso
macynitude is knowvn clearly and dis-
tinê>t1y. We have, then, the debtor ask-
ing releaso from his creditor concerning
a definite sum of inoney known to them
both. When the creditor forgives his
brother this definite debt, it is in ordor
for him, to ask God to forgive hlmr after
this sort, that is, to forgive hlmn the
definite sin or sins confesse d.

Moreover, as no man is required to
asIc forgiveness of another unless lie.-is
conscieus of an offence committed; and
no mani is re(1uested to forgive kinother
unless the other lias really commnittcd an
offence and asks for forgiveiies.s;; so, un-
less the words of this prayer are utter]y
misleading, no mian is taugbit by this
prayer to asIc forgiveness of God unless
lie is conselous of a definite act or aets
of transgression. I-ferice, 'o maintain
strongly that the teacinDg of this pray.ýer
is contined absolutely te aé.tual trans-

rossions, and bas ne bearing whiatever
on the subject iu hand.

BILESSED is the inan whe, haiving
nothing te say, abstains from. glvisg us
wordy evidence% of the fact. -Geolvge

Etiot.

313


