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ïitùde;. but stili it ïis a inere name-a poweî'less external-, a life-ý
Ièss forhialitv. It may pass the bbar-d wvith some comtiittees of
réIigidiits on earth, but wvill neyer pass the board of heaven.
It mnaybe desirable now as a show or as a genteel recommen-
dation, or as an ornamnent hring Up in a parlor, but there is noth-
ing iii it ènduring.

A Éhell without a kernel, a fountain without water, a tree with-
out branches, leaves, or fruit, appoar to my inid, as valuable iin
t4xe, scale of congruitv and utility as an ackinbwlédgment of the
christian religion xývithout purity. Ho wvho would be Christ's
niiust Il 0w to the spirit" if lie would reap an imimortal harvesi.

Ànew creature hie must be, and ho ýmust preserve himself new
by, the renewing, and sanctifying graces of the divine spirit.,
wichli is.'given imost liberaily to ail who in, faith request it.

Fen, are -§-o impressed with the holy precepts and life-giving'i laws of the author of our redemption as fully to be determined
to 'p'rosecute the heavenly journey leading diectly to, eternal
life. How many begin who do flot continue and therefore do
jiot enjoy the 1,fe divine. Comparati,ýelv it is easy to make a

prfsin of christinîty. It is not a severe tax upon flesh.and
bloqd to appear a christian at first by externat profession ; but
to catrythe cross oflÇhrist constantly and consistently-to prac-
ticallydepise the world with ail its enchantnients, charms, and
fascinatiois-to live unbiarnably and exhibit the example of
Crist-ta exercise the self-denial, that has no fellowship with
,the lusts ofthe eye, the lusts of the flesh, nor the pride of 11e-to
follow Jesus the Saviour as- the captain of salvation, and to es-
teeiff every affiction light wvhich prepares us for glory,honor, and
ùtmortaIity; réquires more patience, perseverance, moral en-

* durânce,,holiness, and christian grace, than the generality of te-
ligiousproféssors possess. 0f the few therefore ivho enter upon
the,,sUxait passage, stili fewer have the endurance to press on tilt
theyý:reaôh the hiy èity, New Jerusalem. But it cannot be be-
cause ýthe rewatéd is deficient. The gospel is rich with every.
excelléney, and its offe 'rs are both for the present and future.-

é. Great are its immediate gifts, and its promies are large with fa-
X ture..gqod. What hopes! what promises!1 what divhlie rewards!1

*'hat liviing1blessings! what enduring copsolations! what unsul-
lied joys!à, whaf, heavenly glories!1 what exalted triurnphs,! are
coiinected with the christian victory! We have no reckoning

Shave never leàrned an arithmetic-that computes the bles-

Êings, treasures, dignities, and triiuinphs of the successful termina-
P ~tion-ofthe "-good ligýhtQf faith." 'Perverýed indeed and. greatly

infatuated must-be the mind that prefers the honors and riches of
thè,Iife-that:nôw is tc. that which is to comé. 0 for a 1ittýe faith,
ev'en as à 'grain of mustard seed, to perreive the contrast be-


