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ready to acknewledge that Ilnoitiier is hoc that plantecli anything, neithier hie
tlîat, watereth ?" liave wve beeni fixing our attention too exelusivcly upon Mhat
Mission and undervaluîng other fields equally important'? Or have any been
nllowing the Iiorcign Mission to engross tlieir attention to the nieglect of other
nieasures of great, if L.ot Of equal, importance to the prosperity of Christ'sý
kinI.'domn? At ail events, in the fitct thiat that Mission lias b-'on se signially
nffliitecd, have we not reason te enquire wblether our error hias not been on
t/,at point-that we ny bave been allowing sonie feeling approaebing to ide-
latry to enter our minds regardingt that undertakzing, and thus incurring the
diý'pleasure of Hliti who lins said that the idols lie wvill uttcrly abolisli?

Stili we cwnnot bielp feeling that therc i,, nercy iii the formn ir. ivhich tbcse
afflictions have corne. I-low mucli worse migbht have befailen us ! W7hat if
God bad suifered some, ront of bi'terness to spring up in thc Chureli at home,,
and thereby many werc-'detiled? dlow mueli more reason wotild ive have for
sadness than at present, if God liad sent anîcng us a spirit of jealouSy and
strife ? What %vonder would there bave been, if wben two bodies corne toge-
fluer, betweeni whieb there bad been iii the past corne jealousies and rivairies,
thiese lbad brokcen ou( in alienation of fbeling and vain jnglig-a resuit in
SOMu quart crs se carnestly desired, and to secure whiehi there has been se mnueh
blowing amiong the :ishes efth le dead and buried controveisies, in tic hopes of

fding somie emnbers wliicb înic'!t be fanned into a fiarne. Wlîat if* (od had
suffercd beresy te spring up aînong uls? Ildw mnueh more pain fui would any
of thise tlîings be tban what ive now experience

Nay, we believe tliat God will eniploy these dispensations to knit us more
closely togetlier. Tiiere is no strongrer cernent of earthly attaclunent than
communion in sorroiv. ýSonis have buried aIl their aninmosities at the ekrave eof
a parent, and the parents, who have fflingil their tears over the bier eof their
liffle one, have feit tlîcir hearts drawn te one another by new and tenderer
bonds tluan ever before. And uve doubt net that the Churches nev hîappily
united will, in the exercise of that syrnpathy by wivbi, "l if one niember suifer
aIl the menîbers suflèr wvith it," feel theniselves still more closely drawn toge.
ther. as they indulge a cominon grief' over these afflictive events.

WVhiat abundant reasons for tthankfuluess lias <led grivtn us in the midst eof
these trials ! Without attemipting te enumnerate the unnuînbered mercies
voucbisafed to the Mission during its past hîistory, we nîiust parîicularly notice
soine tliat are mingled iii tlîe present cup. WThat reason have wc for gratitude
te tie Preserver of mon that this is the fir:at dcath amongy our agyents during
tic filteen. years thiat have clapsed siice 'Mr. Geddie left. oui' shores ! Thoy
have travelled many tliousands eof nîle-s by sea and by land-they have been
exposed anion<; savages on ishînds, cithier stained ivith Uic blood of the servants
eof Uie Lord, or frei whieb they have been fugitives for tlîeir lives. They
have been among -1 the pestilence tlîat walketh in' darkness, and the deitruction
that wastetb at noenday." But hîithierto their live.s have been spared. How
rarely have Missions iii tropical clinies enjoyed sucli exemption frei the ra-
'vages eof the great destroyer ! Ia Missions closely associated ivith our own,
biow soon hiait death bis commission ! Mr. Paton lias been called te moura
over wvifo and child, while the Mission on the Lnyalty Islands liad czcarceJy
been establishied as many montbs as ours bas been years, tilt it was visited bv
a similar affliction ini ýhe deatb of Mrs. Creagh. Let us sing then of mcrcy
as weil as judgnîent.

Nor should wve forget God's goodness te us as a Church in the grace bcstow-
cd upon bis young servant just caled te bis reward. When we tlîink ef li
the faith and self dcîîial manifcsted by him, in bis deyoted labours in hife, and
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