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drawn from forejgners.  Open airpreaching
also touk place in the same districts, at very
1ate hours, Beside this, the Committee in-
augwated & deputation movement to the
1lome Seeretary, which has led to great vi-
ailance on the part of the Night Refreshment
Houses.  Sceveral prosceutions and convie-
tions have followed.

Sweeps, costermongers, postmen, and
policemen, are among those whose salvation
has been sought,and who haveeachreceived
a measure of Dlessing, Theatres and halls
are now open every Lord’s day for special
services. It is not to be forgotten, in con-
neetion with  this remarkable year, that
Brownlow North, Captain Trotter, and Mr
Blackwood—men of rank—have been, in
the fashionable ¢ season,”preaching Cliist

“with the greatest simplicity and carnestuess
—preaching Christ to high-bornsiuners,and
charging the guilt of their sing, and  espe-
cially thar of unbelicf, on their consciences.

The vaviety of classes also, among whom
trophies of grace are to be found, and from
among which laborers are raised up, is very
significant.  Actors,acrobats, pugilists,men
famous for their “ dancing” grace and dex-
terity, &e—all these are now found in the
foremoszt ranks of the sacramental host of
God’s clect.—Correspondence of the Preshy-
terian.

Progress in Ireland.

Preshy terians have inereased threefold in
the provinees of Leinster, and fowrfold in the
provinees of Munster and Connanght, since
1834, The Trish brethren ave vigorons in
their operations at homeand abroad.  They
not only conduct missions in the darkest
corners of Treland but they {ollow the soldier
into England, into the garrisons of the Med-
iterranean and 10 India. They also give
considerable aid to some Colonial churehes.
Besides all this they have missions oun the
Continent, in Syria, in India and China.

Reading Sermons.

An interesting discussion took place ata
late mecting of the Free Preshytery of Xdin-
burgh, on the subject of reading scrmons.
The question was introdueed by Dr Begg,
who, i an able speech, moved the transmis-
ston of anovertire to the General Assembly,
urging that body to adopt meansin the the-
ological colleges of the Church for training
students in thie habit of delivering their ser-
mons withont reading, so that they should
be able, on entering the ministry, soto deli-
ver them.  Sir IL Moncricff, who consider-
ad that it was not so much the reading of
sermons as their inefiective delivery to which
exception was taken by the people, proposed
that to the overture the words should be
added, “that means should be adopted for
training the students in the habit of deliver-

ing their discourses effectively, with the use
of their manuseript on the desk.” On a
division, the original motion wascaried by
a majority of 10 to 9. :

Protestantism in France

The following facts ave gathered from the
“ Protestant Beclesiastical Year Book of
TFrance for 1862.” Tt gives the very latest
and most authentic account of ¥rench Y’ro-
testant denominations :—

By far the most numerous among them
is the Reformed State Chureh, which count-
ed 105 consistorics, 477 parizhes with 682
stations, 889 ovatories, 1,243 sclivols, 567
official pastors, 82 auxiliary pastors or chap-
lains in the service of the Government.—
The Church is placed under the administra-
tion of a Central Council, consisting of 1%
members, all of whom are appointed by the
Govermment.  Among the 16 members aro
3 clergymen—nearly all the others are high
officers of the Government—gencrals, law-
vers, senators, and members of the Corps
Legislatf.

The second State Church, the Tautheran,
or, #s it is officially called in France, the
Church of the Confession of Augshurg, is
mostly confined to the formerly German
provinces. It has 44  consistories, 229
parishes, 197 stations, 390 oratorics, 658
schools, 261 official pastors, 36 viears and
chaplains.  The highest board of the Church
is the Supreme Consistory of Strashurg, to
which are suliordinate 8 Inspections, no less
than 6 of which belong to the Garman pre-
vinees.

Of the churches which are free from any
connection with the state, the most pume-
rous s the Union of Evangelical Trce
Churches, an association ef Congregational-
ist and Preshyterian churches whicl: arose in
1848 out of secession from the Reformed
State Church, although a few of the con-
aregations are of an older origin -~ Besides
the Union of the Evangelical Iree Churches
the Year Book ennmerates 16 stations of
the Evangelical Society of France ; 33 sta-
tions of the Evangelical Society of Geneva :
the Evangelical Churéh of Lyons, founded
in 1832 by the late Adolph Mornod, count-
ing ahout 600 communicants—newly all
converts from the Roman Catholic Church
—5 pastors, and 6 cvangelists, and sustain-
ing a number of stations in the departments
of the Isere and Ain.  Five other independ-
ent churckes are cnumerated, part or which
have this year joined, aud all of which are
expected to join, the Union of Evangelical
T'ree Churches.

The Mecthodists, who have existed in
Trance for 70 years, organized as a French
Church in 1852. Their work, which com-




