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as 1- concie, the ineans of fullyr deciding w'hat wcrc tlhe condi-
tions iii flic <entrai and southi-westeii pait of our cont inenit!"

ITliese faues. the resit of so nîan obervations, ani eoinci-,
dlent over so vast an area iu the wvcst , effnfirin conclîusions drawn
froni olhler soîîre% that the dry iard and land lants first appear-
cd in the e-steru part of ihe continent. Jndved wvc have good
res o h elie that dry, land eistd in proxîîîiîty to oui- preseni
comeut un the east froin the earliest geol ogical limie, as shown
in the vas4t acuuainof inaterials in thIe Laurcentian andJlIU-
romian î>eriods.

l'lne _Potsdain soaidstone, it is ftuc, scuns to bc aimost equally
opre:îl out over the ent ire breathl of the counîtry, fronti the siopes
of diue Roeky Mlountains, to the Aflaiuje ; and judging f-oîn its
angne nting thîckness in inany westvrni localities, we iuay expect
to fin<l it, efither lu its normal condition or ns a inct<imor1îhie rock,
strouigly <luvelo 1icd in some parts o<f the Iiocky 'Mountains. Sub-
sequent to Mbis period, liovvever, evry hoiimentary fOrnation indi-
cales th(- proxiiniity of land on tlic east. TI'le great tiîickness, of
strata, e <auSe inaterials, an(i nuiiius fu-oidls of flie Hudson
River errottp iii its casteru extunsion. inute.ate proxiinity to land, or
the courme of stronr eurrents ;whle lu the vvest the formation
dieg COIL lu soune incoîucpicuîous fine slîaly aud calcareous beds,
whiiel, 1b41 tii t Oe nature auJ ;eoniiitioui of the inate!rial and in
the fossil cont uits, in(licate grent (listance frotu land and a, quiet.
ocean. Mie (linton group, lu likze miainier, in ils coarec iatcriais
aud abuindant fucuujils, pont to a littoral condition of ils area of
deposition iii the east ; whîile it graduiailv (ilnnibies in ils West-
ern extenston, an(d is fiu:ully ait ogetiier lo,-t iu that direction.

lut thle sdnnayrovks of the 1)evonian pelrîo<, icluding
the Ilainilton, Portage. Chcîuung aud (?aiskill Niouuwain groups,
«%ve li'ii li Canadit auJd Etusterti Nvw york tie first. appe-arance of
land lanitst, suone. of wlîici cos respemble plant-; of' the Coal
pet ioi ; auJ1I itf was at fhiat tinue titat tis peculitur veciccation be-
gatil ilsexstnc on luis Contîneiit, w lure we 110W% fiud its reinains
iii strata of iluese several groups.

1Nol withtandiligt tluîs great accumuliation of laiffl-derived mua-
terial wi;lî its ilarine seigî'adiiillv eraîu weStw'trd as
caie;îivo;îs deposits, lue> ca-e-ifs uiiiiencus facoids auJ land plants,
the wlîo-le Sorie, lias <litumiishiel to less tItan two iuiqli'vJ( feet of

lili'. st.liîuueitarv- deposîts in the Miýssissippi valley, auJd is there
niai kedl bv marine fossils, 0o11.
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