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The dental pulp is one of the iost delicate structures of the human
organismi. It is a highly vascular membrane, having a minute capil-
lary net work, composed of the arter;al and venous radicles, and of
nervous filaments, supplied by arteries, veins, and nerves entering
the apicial foramina of the tecth; it is liable to disease like all other
tissues, therefore. it is of the utniost importance to us as surgeons, to
save the vital principle of that small organ, placed the1e by God to
serve its purpose in ti" animal economy. It is in almost all cases in
our power, and is also our duty to do so.

An abnormal condition of the pulp generally results from exposure
to the action of the atmosphcre and foreign substances, either cau sed
by decay, mechanical violence or wearing, produced by the necessary
friction of mastication ; it occurs though rarely, without being ex.
posed ; its discases can be diagnosed when the trouble is taken, and
are, viz. : inflammation from dental irritation, congestion, acute
inflammation, ulceration, polypus, fatty degeneration, and calcifica-
tion.

Inflammation of tlie pulp, without being directly exposed, occurs
in cases of exposure of the periphery of the dentinal tubes, either by
wear, fracture or decay, which contain the dentinal fibrils, and by
e' anges of temperature and contact with acids, sugars, &c., become
irritated and in that way transmit inflammation to the pulp by their
continual irritation, or it may also be the result of sympathetic irri-
tability from some diseased tooth, or fron cold. Symptoms. Pres-
sure upon the exposed dentine with an instrument vill cause a sharp
decisive pain, which will last for the moment only, a heavy and
strong pressuire will not be more painful tlau a slight touch, and if
any irritating substance comes in contact with the exposed surface
pain will be produced and will last for a short time ; but when the

pain is the result of sympathetic irritability it comes at intervals and
is acute, lasting but a few minutes. Treatient. The affected part
sliould be rubbed, each time the pain is feit, with bicarbonate of soda;
but if the pain is produced by sympathctic irritability, the tooth
causing the mih;ief should be trcated. If the affection is the result
of decay. the cavity should be filled immediately, being careful to
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