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THE STORY OF THE TELEPHONE,

The-inventor of Bell’s Telephone, when 1.

first knew "bim in 1872, was a tall, slim
young Scotchman, giving evidence of bis
descent from .a-scholarly family, -Although
he was not fragile, in the American sense of
the word, he was narrow-chested, and his
father, Prof. Alexander Melville Bell, had
removed from London, England, to Ontario,
Canada, solely on account of his anxiety
about the health of this, his only surviving
son, all the others baving perished, on reach-
ing manhood, from lung diseases,

 From Canads, Prof, Alexander Graham

Bell came over to the United States, by .in-
vitation, to teach his father’s system of
“ visible speech” to the instructors of the
deaf .and dumb in various articulation
schools, . .

- Coming of a family which numbered
numerous scientific men and some inventoxs
already among its members, it was no won-
der that his wind had an inventive turn,
Experiments in connection with the trans.
mission of sound had interesied him before
he came to the United States, and daily oc-
currences in the school-room now kept his
mind upon that subject, Perhaps I knew
that he was working on some sort of a ma-
chine ; and, once in a while, we two deaf
pupils were still made the subjects of experi-
ments, But, whatever he had in his mind,
he was very anxious to keep it secret; and
as the invention progressed he becawe quite
excited, because he had no place where he
could work in private ; he could not even
lock it up., It must be remembered that
he was then only & young teacher, almost a
stranger, and almost friendless in Boston.
He was dependent entirely on the proceeds
of tuition, and had no money to spare for
experiments. One afternoon I met him in
a second-hand furniture store, and he ex-
plained that he was looking for a small in-
expensive stand or table, on which to place
his precious invention, so that he could
work at it with more ease. The next day I
saw the unfinished machine on a smallstand
in his reception room. It had a cloth
thrown over it, But soon he saw it would
not do to leave it in that exposed position ;
for, although he thought no one but himself
could divine what he was doing, still, some
one who could understand the principle of

his invention might call in his absence, and |

in'an idle moment investigate it ; and in
gome way his idea might be stolen from
him before he could perfect and patent it.
So, one day coming in, I saw the top of the
table covered with a case like that of a sew-
ing-wmachine. It was secured with a lock;
and afggr that, he always kept the cover on
aud locked when he wasn’t at work, His
experiments upon this machine after the
idea was first started in the winter of 1872.
73 extended into the next summer, and
were still going on when Ileft Boston, which
was late in the summer of 1873, Some-
times he would appear to be bafiled, and lay
the invention aside for a time. Then again
lie would have spells of working on it, when
he would work on it all night, and perhaps

for several nights running,if one might judge |-

from his fatigued appearance, He spoke to
me occasionally of what he was doing, but
always in a mysterious manner. I bad the
impression that this invention was one for
the transmission of sound, and was in some
way connected with telegraphy, upon which
it wag to be an improvement, I think it
was about one year after this that the tele-
phone was first publicly mentioned.

" Professor Bell then began to bring it be-
fore the public. He, however, required
capital, snd he had none, And the manner
in which Bell’s telephone became a success
was due to circumstances quite outside of
scientific cousiderations and its own merits,
" Gardner Green Hubbard, of Cambridge,
Mass., published in 1867, a pamphlet en-
titled : “The Education of Deaf Mutes;
Shall it be by signs or by articulation 7"
He had personal cause to be greatly inter-
ested in such things.

At the time Prof. Alexander Graham Bell
came to the United States to teach his
father’s system of “ Visible Speech,” little
Mabel Hubbard was studying articulation
and lip-reading in Germany. She did not,
bowever, succeed in acquiring a natural
manner of speaking, and Mr. Hubbard, later
on, when Mr. Bell came to reside in Boston,
engaged him to give lessons to Miss Mabel,
then grown into an exccedingly pretty girl
of fifteen. .

":How it came about is best known to the
parties interested. Certain it is that after
some months, Professor Bell abdicated his

position as teacher to Miss Hubbard, in favor
of one of the ladies to whom he had taught
bis system. “I connot’ teach her any

longer,” he said. Not that bis knowledue
was at fault, but that he found she might
teach him something hitherto unkuown,

But the mischief was already ‘done  He
might stay away from her father’s house,
but all the same he was in love with his
pretty pupil.” And she, unwittingly, teach-

ing him, had also learned the lesson herself,

Her parents soon came to know of the state
of affairs, and at first they disapproved ; but
their daughter’s happiness was dearerto them
than all else, and, in the course of a year or
80, all obstacles were smoothed over, the en
gagement was announced, and a brilliaut
wedding took place, Professor Bell miglit
now well be called the favorité of fortune,
He had secured the woman he loved, and
who loved him, and who was young, fair
and amiable ; and in securing her, he had
secured a splendid business man for his
father-in-law and partner; a man who to
bis natural energy and astuteness united,
also, the capital necessary to bring the great
invention before the world, and who had

now every incentive o push things, From
this time on the telephone was a success

Bell and Hubbard, or rather Hubbard,
organized a great monopoly. They soon
counted their * millions, and the ‘tree
of their prosperity grew and’ spread,
apd overshadowed the family of each,
till * quite a colony of Bells and Hub-
bards sprang up in Washington, that
paradise of the holders of patents, The.
Inventor and the owners of the Bell Tele.
phone have had to fight many battles with
envious rivals, and so far have come out of
them all victorious. The toughest struggle
was With the Drawbaugh people, and that
has passed through every court except the
Supreme Court, where it has yet to be tried,
—Condensed from article in Independent,

———

A TOUCHING INCIDENT.

The following, which first appeared in a
Detroit paper, is one of the most touching
incidents to be met with, If true, it wasa
very remarkable case, and if merely imagina.
tive, it is very suggestive :

‘There-is & family in~this T:ity‘;who“are
dependent at this momentupon” a liltle
;‘.}nld. for all the pretent sunshine of their
ives. .

A few weeks ago the young wife and
mother was stricken down to die.

It was g0 sudden, so dreadful, when the
grave family physician called them together
in the parlor and in his solemn professional
way intimated to them the truth—there
was no hope.

Then the guestion arose among them,
who would tell her,

Not the doctor ! It would be cruel to let
the man of science go to their dear one on
such an errand. ’

Not the aged mother, who was to be left
childless and alone!

Nor the young husband, who was walk-
ing the floor with clinched hands and rebel-
lious heart, - : S

Not—there was only one other, and at
this moment he looked up from the book he
had been playing with unnoticed by them
all, and asked gravely :

“Is my mamma doin’ to die P?

Then, without waiting for an answer, he
sped from the room and-upstairs as fast as
his little. feet would carry him,

Friends and neighbors were watching by
the sick woman., They wonderingly no-
ticed the pale face of the child as he climbed
on the bed and laid his small head on his
mother’s pillow, . v

“Marmma,” he asked, in sweet, caressing
tones, **is you 'fraid to die 9"’ ‘

The mother locked at him with swift in.
telligence. VPerhaps she had been thinking
of this.

“ Who—told—you—Charlie 7’ she asked
faintly. -

“Doctor an’ papa an’ gamma—every-
body,” he whispered, “ Mamma,' dear
‘ittie mamma, doan’t be fraid to 'die, *ill

ouf” NN

“No, Charlie,” said the young mother
after one supreme pang of grief; “no,
mamma won’t be afraid {” cn

“ Jus’ shut your eyes in ’e dark, mamma ;
teep hold my hand—an’, 'an when you
open ’em, momma, it'll be all light there.”

When the family gathered awe.stricken
%t t:;xe bed-side, Charlie held up his kttle

and,

“Hu-s-h! My mamma doan’ to sleep.
Her' won’t wake up here any more!”
And s0 it proved, There was no heart.
rending farewell, no agony of porting, for
when the young mother wokeshe had passed
beyond ; and as baby Charlie eaid, * It was
all light there !"—Michigan Christion Advo.
cate, : .
—_—————
- THE FATTHFUL BASKET-MAKER.
Li-Shing-Hap 'joined the church at' Chik
Hom in July, 1882, He was a basket-maker,
in middle life, who had a shop opposite tlie
chapel,” where -he’ quietly worked at his
trade. He thus had the opportunity of be-
coming scquainted with the gospel, and be-
came convinced that idolatry was wrong.
In the beginning of 1882 he cedsed to wor-
ship idols and took "down those in his shop.
In April he applied for baptisi, and his ex-
amination was satisfactory with one excep
tion. He'said he would need to sell baskets
on Sunday when that occurred on a market
day, This would happen once in thirty-five
days. If men came ten or twelve miles to
market and he refused to sell them baskets
when they Wwanted them, he would Jose his
customers and have no way of making a
living. - He was told that in regard to Sab-
bath. keeping the ‘Bible made no exception
in favor of market days, and was asked to
consider the matter carefully, Three
months later he came, saying that he was
prepared to cease from work and keep the
Sabbath always, a promise which he faith-
fully kept, '

Duriug thatstorm of bitter hostility which
burst upen the churches in Caunton and the
region round about, in September, 1884,
when eighteen chapels wera pillaged or torn
down in as many days, the Chik Hom chapel
suffered with the rest, and the shop of this
well-known Christian man was robbed of
all that it contained. He was seized, taken
to the river and put into a boat, threat-
ened and ‘ordered to pay money for his
release. He refused, saying that he had
done nothing wrong, His brother on the
shure, not a Christian, was much frightened,
and paid $20 for his release, He turned to
his native village, many miles away. The
next time I held communion with the mem-
bers of the Chik Hom church he was in his
‘place as usual, but, what is very undatial for
a Chinaman who has suffered loss, he said
not one word to me about his suffering or
his loss, I learned it all from inquiring of
others, - - ‘

Two years and a half have passed away
since then, and Mr White, who has just re-
turned from a visit to some country stations,
reports that he went to this man’s native
viliage, where he found him working at his
trade, but that he had also a good room in
his house, where, in the evenings and as
occasion offers, he has been endeavoring to
teach the villagera what he can of the gos.
pel, availing himself of the services of any
preacher or colporteur who may come that
way. His wife and.children have been
baptised, and at his request Mr, White ar-
ranged to start a Christian school in this
room in his house, which he is glad to give
for that purpose,—The Chuwrch at Home and

1 dbroad.

FOR AMBITIOUS BOYS.

A boy is something like a piece of iron,
which in its rough state isn’t worth much,
nor is it very much use ; but the more pro-
cesses it ia put through the more valuable it
becomes, A Dbar of iron that is only worth
$5 in its natural state is worth $12 when it
is. made into borse-shoes ;'and after it goes
through the different processes by which 1t is
made into needles, its valug is increased to
$340. Made into penknife blades it' would
be worth $3,000, and into balance springs
for watches §250,000. P

‘Just think of that, boys, a piece’ of iron
that is comparatively worthless can be de-
veloped into such valuable material!” But
the iron_has to go through a great deal of
hammering r.ad beating and rolling and
pounding and polishing ; and so if you are
to become useful and educated men.you
must go through a long course of stndy and
training, The more time you spend in hard
study, the better material you will make,
.The iron doesn’t have to go through half as
much to be made into horse-shoes, as it does
to be-converted into delicate wateh springs.
But ‘think how much less valuable it is.
Which would you rather be, horse-shoes or
watch.springs ! . It depends on yourselves,
You can become whichever you will. This

is your time of preparation for manhood.

Don’t think that I would have you settle
down to-hard study all the time without
any intervals for fun, Not a bit of it, 1
like to -see boys have a good time, and I
would be very sorry to bave'you grow old
before your time ; but you have ample op-
portunity for study and play too,~ Selected.

Question Corner.—No. 20.

BIBLE QUESTIONS,

1. A prophet tore the robe of a mighty man in
twelve piscer, what was theimport of this action?

2. Whao plundered the temple, and took away
the shields of pold ? :

SORIPTURE CHARACTER. :

1. She belouged to one of the nations that
bordered upon Canaan, ‘
. 2 She married an Israelite who came to stay
in her country,

3. After his denth she was very kind to his
mother.

4. She worked for her after they went back to
the land of Judah. -

5. She afterwards married one of her Iate hus-
band’s relations,

5. The Lord Jesus was one of her descendants,

ANSBWERS TO BIBLE QUESTIONS IN LAST
. ! NUMBIER.

-1 David, 48am. 15: 14,

2. Becatise he bad been 2 mian of blood and
God wishied his house to be built by & man of
peacs, 1 Chron, 22: 8,9.

BIBLICAL ENIGMA.—Sabbatical year,
CORRECT ANSWIRS RECELVED,
Corrcet ‘answers have been received from

H. E. Groene,

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS IN THE
UNITED STATES.
: Our- suliscribers throughout the United
States who eannot procure the international
Post Office orders at their Post Office; can
get, instead, 2 Post Olfice order, payable at
Rouse’s Point, N. Y., which will prevent
much inconvenience both to ourselves and
$o subscribers,
—
CLUB RATES.

Tug OLus Rates for the “MusseNarr,”
when sent to one address, are ns follows :—

leopy, - - - - 30 cents
- 10copies - - . -8 250
Zbcopies- - - . . 600
50 copies- - - . - 1150
100 copies- - - . - 22 00
1,000 copres- . - - - 20000

Joun Douearr & Son,
Publishers, Montreal,
P R —

MonrrEAL DATLY WITNESS, $3.00 2 year
post-paid. MoNTREAL WEEKLY WITNEss,
$1.00 a year, post-paid. WEEKLY MESSEN-
GER, 50 cents ; 5 copies to oneaddress, $2.00.
JoBN DougALL & Son, Publishers,Montreal,

Que.
00W'S MILK FOR INFANTS.

,The practice of foeding infonts with cow's milk is often
disastrous. If contains too lnrge a proportion of cneein,
which forms indigestible curds, and_frequoatly brings on
serious bowel disorders, Lactated Food, on thelcontrary,
is identical in effect with mother's wilk, and will prevout
aud cureall stomach and howel troubles,

MAME npeatly printed on 25 New
FLORAL HIDDEN NAME OCARDS,
and 3%p. Book of Agent’s Samples
%gnt]})ost-umd for 20 cents.

AY.CARD 00., Clintonville, Conn
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7§ Cords of Beech have been Sawed !ay ono
man in nine hours. Hundreds have sawed 5 and 0 cords
dally.. “Ezxactly” what every Farmer and Wood Chop-
per wants. First order from your vicinity secnres tho
A‘fencu. No Duter to gug. we manufacture in Canada.
Write for Illuatratc: atulqs\vm gent KREE to all,
Address FO. SAWING MACHINE
€O, 308 to 311 8., Canal §t., Chicego, III,

DEAF.-—A very interesting 80-page hook on Denfness,
. Noises in the Hond, &c. How relieved. Sent freo.
Address NYOCHOLSON, 177 McDougall st., New York,

9 LOVELY SORAFP PIOTURES.—Agonts' Oanvass-
ing Outfit Onrds and Novelties, with private terms,

Also, 25 large Rich Embossed Motto and Verse Chromnos.

‘Your name on aach for only 106 silver.. -

Address EUREKA CARD 0O. Bolton, Que.
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