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His declaration of what pnssed on that
.occasion will bo found in the narrative.—
Ee asserts in tho most solemn forn that
w that chepet, in which there was no
painting or statuto whatever of the Bless-
ed, Virgin, he held her precisely as she is
represented on tho medal ; that sha made
asign to him to kneel down ;and that,
though she spoke not, she scamed to say
“lp1s weLs."

The narrative will inform the roader of
tho results, We are,o!’ course,prepared to
hear that many members,even of our own

It cannot bo denicd that this state of
things was calculated to gencrate hypocri-
sy ; thoso who had any favours to usk,
took good cnre, lknowing the feolings of
tho court upon tho subject of religior:, to
assumo at least tho gnib of tho religious
character, while vices remamed in the
heart altogather uncorrected.  Candidates
for place, who were disappoiunted in their
objects, complained, of course, that none
but hypocrites found protection at court 3
and thoir complaints were resechoed
through a press which had nover ccased to

body, reject with scorn the iden that the

be of what was then called a philosophical

Blessed Virgin did appear to the unbeliev-{ character—-a character, let it bo borne in
g Jew on this occasion ; and that his as. “mind, which wax masqued, and to this hour
sertion proceeds from o mere “baseless: conijpues 10 masque beneath it, doctrines
vision.”” We need not enter into any dis- o o tendency always revolutionary, sl
cussion upon thut point,  The uctual \yug unfriendly to religion, which it looks
viston which Ratisbonne declares he had ‘upon, indeed, with a degreo of hatred abe
of the loly Mother of tho Messiah may lgoycly inexorable.

or may not have taken place. But the! yyyon neople, therefore, in France, or
reality of the occurrence thus affirmed it;'in Gerinany, or in any other purt of the
not necessary o the muintenaqcc of the continent, ;pcak of philosophy, they mean
argument in favour of the miraculous:p,; cahalicism, T'ho one is put up and
character of the conversion. It is the sud ;o inanod as un antagonist to the other.—
denness of the change in tho Jow’s mind vy, 5 England we make use of the
—uis the i"?"“ft ful.r.ess.of his ﬁm}f—,’t word philosophy we gencrally connoct it
s the substitution in his b:e.ust, w"h.m with some art or scienco,  For instance,
one moment, of cntire, unqualified belief: . say, “tho philosophy of urt,"—* the
i all the essentinl doctrines of our "eli"philosophy of natural his;ory,"-—“lhe phils
gion, for an utter, obstinate total undelicf ‘osophy of architecture,” and so on.—
in those doctrines; which appear 0 uS 19 mphoce. und many other things, have their
entitle -the fact of this conversiontoa! philosophical aspects 3 and to such phil-

place in the catwlogue of nuracles. If

the conversion of St. Paul be justly eon-:

sidered miraculous, equally miraculous,
mour humble judgment, is the conver-
sion of Alphonso Ratisbonne. We have
nothing further tc offer upon this subject
than to express our most ferventgratitude
to Hix who promised fo be with his
Church all days, even to the consumma-
tion of the world, for this manifest testi-
mony of his presence with her in times so
semote from the hour when those cheer-
ing words passed from his divine lips.
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RELIGYXON IN FRANCE.
Oao of the great results of the restora-

osophy as this the Catholic religion al-
ways has given, and for everwill give, her
Lest suppest.  Indeed, it was in her clois-
ters and systent,that philosophy of this kind
“was first maured into system,and inculca-
ted with effect.

There is no pursuit really ancillary
to the acquisition of sound and useful
_knowledge which she does not encourage
"and promote, not coldly either, as if she
were afraid of it, but actively, warmly,
§and sincerely 5 for she s well awate that
solid instruction, and the diffusion of the
Igunuinc light that comes dowa from hea-
ven, are amongst the foremost of ber du-

jties. But to such philosophy us that

Jtion of the Bourbons in France, was the ' which is so called ur~on the continent she
revival of the Catholic religion throughout is most decidedly opposcd. Thatspecies
the whole cxtent of its territory. It was of philosnphy uniformly imports not
cncouraged in every possible way by merely latitudinarianism in matiers of reii-
Louis XVIIL. and Charles X. Missions gion, but the substityting for religious doc-
were cstablished, and preachers gified (trine a ccde of morality, which, il per-
with more than the ordinary powers of mitted to take root in the minds of youth,

cloguence, as if created specially for the
umes in °vhich their exertioas became
so necessmy, raised the banner of the
cross every where—in the plain and the
valley, and upon the mountzjn ; the pco-
ple flocked from all sides 1o hear once
ware those divine truths announced and
enfyrced, which had passcd in some dis-
tricts almost into oblivion, threugh the evil
agency of the great revolution. The result
was a very goneral reaction in favour of
religien, which was making rapid pro-
gress, when the revolution of 1530 inter-
posed 1o check that reaction for a while.
Sucl.was the desiro of the roya} family
1o promote the intereyts of religion, that
in the distibution of the pajronage of the
Crown, thie religious qualificatians of the
patly wese usually takep into considera-

tion, o

would, sooner or later, bring back upon
Eusope all the terrors, all the fienzy, all
the wild atheism of the great 1evolunon,
Now, the check given 10 the advance
of reiigion in France by the event of 1830
has manifested itselfin this way,—thatthe
journals which, during the period of the
restoration, were in some degree reduced
10 silence upon tis subject, have, within
these lnst ten years, more or less resumed
their old tendencies to anti-Catholicism,
to which they, and those who sympathize
with them, have affised the title of phil-
osophy. They affect, occasionally, to
mix under thistitle others studies : but this
is done in order to entrap the unwary,
just as decoy birds are placed on the
snares of the bird-catcher, to atiract the
free tenants of the gir.  They point 1o
these studies whenever they complam of
invasion upon their real philosophy 5 and
they cry out when their immoral doctrine
is egposed, denougeed, yod resisjed by

the ministers of our holy faith, 1t is astro-
nomy that js sought to bo put down—it is
geology thut is anathematized—it is the
scienco of chemistry thoyv is discounte.
nanced--asif it wero not notorious to all
the world that some of the men who have
obtained the highest degree of eminenco
in thése pursuits wero not also distinguishs
ed by their attachment to the Catholic
faith,

The reuder is now prepared to appre-
ciate tho nature of the complaint with
which the Paris jouraals, such as the Con-
stitutionel, tho Siccle, and others of that
shade, have teemed during the last week,
against such of the Catholic bishops and
clergy as havo ventured 1o raiso their
voices, eithor through the pulpit oc the
newspapers, against the *¢ philesophical”
lectutes in the University of Paris, in o-
ther schools and colleges, in other differ-
ent parts of France, and in lecture-rooms,
esteblished solely (or the propagation of
* philosophy.” Inthe projected law for
secondary instruction the prelates do not
think that sufficient provision is made for
placing education upon the basis of reli-
givn 5 and this the journals describo as
an attampt to raiso the Church abovo the
Charter, and the Pope above the King—
an atiempt which they stigmatize as an
usurpation.

Now, wo cannot understand by what
right cither the Charter or tho King can
interpose in matters conuected with roli-
gion solely, without the assent of the
Church. In Frauce, especially, no such
right can now be assumed, without a
real usurpation ; because, although the
Charter does acknowledge tl:e existence of
the Cathoiic religiun, it does not treat it
as an establishment united with the state.
The cara of souls—or in other words, of
roligion—belonygs entirely to the clergy ;
and the doctring is sound and irresistible
which maistains, that in France 1the
Church is above the Charter, and the
Popeis above the King, or rather, in-
deed, has nothing whatever, to da with his
Majesty inthis matter.

“The war,” says the Constitutionel,
*“is now completely organized ; and it is
¢ philosophy? at which the militant Abbes
ke their aim.  Philosophy is in truih, the
natural enemy of religion, euch as our de-
volees would wish to make it ; the study
of man, and of his faculties, does not
square with the mysticism which is now
inculeated by those who desiro 10 renew
amongst us all the superstitions of the
middle ages. The champions of the
Church, who never regard their means
when they are unxious to accomplish an
object, proceed in their work by denun-
ciations. At Tolouse, at Strasburg, at
Lyons, at Daris,—>cvery place, wn short,
where philosophy was taught with success,
a sudden chorus has been raised of com-
plaintand reprobation.  Anathemas with-
outend were fulminated azainst the pro-
fessors, and malediction were poured out
against the age.”

Wo might cite much more of this kind
of lanzua e, which we have found lately
in the Paris Journals ; but we have spbs

mitted enoush of it to the reader to show
the species of abuse which they fling upon

religion, under the preiess, {arsooth, that

the philosophy so attacked is nothing
mioroe than o mere syntljesis of history
recently published by one of the writers
in the Journal des Debats,—+ a synthesis
of history," it says, ** niore ingenious than
true.” The Caibolic reader will very
casily understand what is meant by the
“suporstitions of the middle ages.” Yes,
wo can go back to the middle ages, and
to ages still earlier than these, for the doc-
trines of our religion ; and what is meant
to be hero attacked aro not practices real,
ly daserving to be denounced as  super-
stitions, but conduct more strictly conso-
nant with the precepts of our faith than
the lavitudinarians deem it necessary 1o
pursue, Frequent confessions and ap-
proaches 10 thoe Holy Communion are,
with the philosophers of the present day,
‘superstitions of the middle ages !’ and the
preachers who advocate such pious prac-
tices are only so many anathematizers of
.heir precious *¢ philosophy.”

The admirable Bishop of Cnartres—the
Dr. Doyle of Francu—has drawn upon
himself the particular wrath of tho Cunsti-
tutionnel, because he hag published a se-
ries of letters against the University, and
exposed the dangerous tendencies of the
lectures given by some of its present pro-
fessors, And then the government is
complained of, which does not put down
such letters asinconsistent witly the spirit
of the Charter. Certainly, if the Charter
wag intended to bo the bulwark of * phil-
osophy,” the sooner it is itsclf put down
the better. RBut tho cliarge is ridicnlous ;
and the worst of all is this—that this very
philosophy, tke Constitutipnnel and its
associates in the press, seem resolsed to
kindle p civil war in France, the issue of
which 1o man can foresee. Anyman ac-
quainted with the state of that country
well knows that other elomeats of contan-
tion abound in it to a most perilous extent,
But when to these are added a strife Let-
ween religion and philosophy, desperate,
indeed, ure the destives to which that
country has tolock forward.

Let us, however, hope and pray that
those destinies may still be averted from
France. There ure many circumstances
connected with religion there which fur-
nish us with reasons for iooking forward
with cheerfuiness to her religious fortunes,
whatever changes may take place in her
civil condition. At no formur age could
her annals present so many, of suchable,
encrgetic, fervent, highly-informed, and
intrepid prelates, as those who at ahig
mom :nt occupy the spes of her religious
kingdom. Her clergy, we may say uni-
versally, are models of piety, charity,
and ze2al; and the resuls of thejr exer-
tions is most striking in the numeroug
congregations with which the chuzches jre
filled dyriag the solemn sorvices not only
of tho mass but of tho vespors.  The ser-
mons delivercd at tho high masse are of
necessity limited § but lengthened discony~
se§ are given at ecvening prayers, by
preachers of distinguished talent, which
attract such crowds to the churches, that
any person desirous of the accommadations
of a chair, must enter the.churgh full haif
an hoag befure the geqvise iy cmw;(ad.




